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SINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 1st June, 2011

5.0, 1264(E).— the following draft of the notification, which the Central Government proposes to
issue in cxercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1), read with clause (v) and clause (xiv)
of sub — section (2), of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), is
hereby published, as required under sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) Rules,
1986, for the information of the public likely to be affected thereby; and notice is hereby given
that the said draft notification shall be taken into consideration on ot after the expiry of a period
of sixty days from the date on which copies of the Gazette of India containing this notification
are made available to the Public;

Any petson interested in making any objections ot suggestions on the proposals contained in the
draft notification may do sO in writing for consideration of the Central Government within the
period so specified ‘through post to the Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodi Road, New Delhi-110003, or electronically at e-mail
address: envisect@nic.in.

Draft Notification

WHEREAS, with the prime aim of long term protection and conservation of Asiatic Lion and
the rare and endangered biological diversity, the 17827.29 hectare of Girnar reserve Fotest in
Junagadh T aluka and Bhesan Taluka of Junagadh District was declared as Gimar Wildlife
Sanctuary; : -

AND WHEREAS, Girnat forests categorised as Southern Tropical Dry Deciduous and Dry teak
Fotest supports rich planf bio diversity, and also 2 variety of mammals, reptiles, insects and
avifauna and is a catchment of important rivers like Sonrakh, Gudajali, Loi and thus plays an
important role in recharging the watet table of Junagadh and the latest lion census figures of
2005 reports 17 Asiatic Lions;

AND WHEREAS, the extremely closed vicinity of the sanctuary to human habitation, on going
developmental activities, industrialisation and mining activities around the sanctuaty, necessitate
the requirement of proper safeguards and control over such activities in the view of long term
wildlife conservation;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powets conferred by sub-section (1) read with clause
(v) and clause (xiv) of sub — section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
(29 of 1986) and sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central
Government hereby notifies the area within the boundary described below in the Girnar Reserve
Forest in Junagadh and Bhesan Talukas of Junagadh District in the State of Gujarat as the Eco-
sensitive Zone (herein after called as the Girnar Eco-sensitive Zone):-
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Boundaries of Gimar Eco-sensitive Zone. — :

(1) Gimnar Eco-sensitive Zone shall be with a petipheral area of about 9317.58 hectare including
27 villages of Junagadh and Bhesan Talukas; the map of the Eco-sensitive Zone is appended to
this notification as Annexute A and the list of the villages falling within Gitnar Eco-sensitive
Zone is appended as Annexure B.

(2) All activities“in the Girnar Eco-sensitive Zone shall be govemed by the provisions of the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (53 of 1972), the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980)
and the Efivironment (Protection) Act, 1986 (290-1986). '

2. Zonal Master Pian for the Gimar Eco-sensitive Zone.~

(1) A Zonal Master Plan for the Gitnar Eco-sensitive Zone shall be prepated by the State
Government within a period of one year from the date of publication of this notification
in the Official Gazette and approved by the Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Government of India.

(2)  The Zonal Master Plan shall be prepared with due involvement of all concerned State
Depattments of Environment, Forest, Utban Development, Tourism, Municipal,
Revenue and the Gujarat State Pollution Control Board for integrating envitonmental
and ecological considerations into it.

3) The Zonal Master plan shall provide for restoration of denuded areas, consetvation of
existing water bodies, ‘management of catchment areas, watershed management,
groundwater management, soil and moistute conservation, needs of local community and
such other aspects of the ecology and environment that need attention,

(4)  The Zonal Master Plan shall demarcate all the existing worshipping places, village
settlements, types and kinds of forests, agricultural areas, fertile lands, green areas,
horticultural areas, orchards, lakes and other water bodies,

(5)  No change of land use from green uses such as tea gardens, horticulture areas, agriculture
Parks and others like places to non green uses shall be permitted in the Zonal Master

existing local populations, without the prior approval of the State Government.

(6) The Zonal Master Plan shall be a reference document for the Monitoting Committee for
any decision to be taken by them including consideration for relaxation.

(7) Al the human habitation areas with populations of 5000 and above shall have Area
Development Plan and be Prepated under the guidance of local self Government.

(8  Pending the preparation of the Zonal Master Plan for Eco-sensitive Zone and approval
thereof by the Ministry of Environment and Forests all fnew constructions shall be
allowed only after the proposals are scrutinised and approved by the Monitoring
Committee as referred in patagraph 4.

()] Thete shall be no consequential teduction in Forest area, Green area and Agticultural
area and the unused or unproductive agricultural areas may be converted into forest

: areas. :
_~ (10)_ The State Government shall specify additional measutes, if necessaty, in furtherince of

T the objectives and for giving effect to the provisions of this notification.
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3. Regulated or restrictive activitics in the Eco-sensitive Zone.~

(1) Industrial Units: On or after the publicaﬁon of this notification, no polluting industries
shall be allowed within the Eco-sensitive Zone and the non-polluting industries in the region
may be considered with the provision of minimum of 50 meter wide green belt.

(2) Construction Activities: In the villages Patla, Vishal Hadmatiya, Mendpard, Dhudhala,
Malida, Pasvala, Kariya, Samatpara, Patwad, Chhodwadi, Navanaghaniya, Mandlikpur, Bandhala,
Bhalgam, Mandanpara, T oraniya and Khadiya, the farm houses, hotels, resorts and such other
activities that might lead to unregulated toutism shall be strictly controlled and shall be
monitored by the Monitoring Committee as refered to in paragraph 4.

(3) Quarrying and Mining: No mining shall be allowed within the Eco-sensitive Zone and no
major changes in landscape <hall be allowed that affects the hydrology and ecology of the region.

(4) Trees: Fell of trees on forest should be as per the Working Plan or Management Plan
approved by the Competent Authority and the felling of trees on private or revenue lands may
be allowed in accordance with the State regulations.

(5) Tourism: Tourism activities shall be as per as Tourism Master Plan which shall emphasize
on ecotourism, eco-education and eco-development and be prepated by the Department of
Environment and Forest in collabotation with Department of Tourism which shall be 2
component of the Zonal Master Plan.

(6) Ground Water: Extraction of ground water shall be permitted only for the bona-fide
agricultural and domestic consumption of the occupier of the plot and no extraction of ground
water for commercial and industrial complexes shall be permitted except with the prior approval
of the State Ground Water Board and all steps shall be taken to prevent contamination ot
pollution of water including from agriculture.

(7) Use of Plastics: No person shall use plastic catry bags within the Eco-sensitive zone area
and the disposal of plastic articles shall be strictly regulated.

(8) Noise pollution: The Envitonment Department or the State Forest Department, Gujarat
shall be the authotity to draw up guidelines and regulations for the control of noise in the Eco-
sensitive Zone. :

(9) Discharge of effluents: No untreated or industrial effluent shall be permitted to be
dischatged into any water body within the Eco-sensitive Zone and the treated effluent shall meet
the provisions of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.

(10) Solid Wastes: (a) The solid waste disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the
provisions of the Municipal Solid Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2000 notified by the

Central Government vide notification numbet S.0. 908 (E), dated the 25" September 2000, as
amended from time to time.

() @) the local authorities shall draw up plans for the segregation of solid wastes into
biodegradable and non-biodegradable components;

(i) the biodegradable material may be recycled preferably through composting or
vermiculture;
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(iii) the inorganic material may be disposed in an environmentally acceptable manner at site
identified outside the Eco-sensitive Zone; and
(iv) no burning or incineration of solid wastes shall be permitted in the Eco-sensitive Zone.

(11) Natural Springs: The catchment ateas of all springs shall be identified and plans for their
conservation and rejuvenation of those that have run dry, in their natural setting shall be
incorporated in the Zonal Master Plan and the strict guidelines shall be drawn up by the State
Government to ban development activities at or near these areas.

4. Monitoring Committee. — \

) In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (3) of section 3 of the Envitonment
(Protection) Act, 1986, (29 of 1986), the Central Government heteby constitutes a
committee to be called the Girnar Eco-sensitive Zone Monitoting Committee to "
monitor the compliance of this notification.

(2  The Monitoring Committee referred to in sub-paragraph (1), shall consist of not more
than ten members who shall represent the following, namely:-

(a) Collector, Junagarh — Chairman;

(b) a representative of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India —
Member; )

(c) one representative of Non-govetnmental Otrganizations working in the field of
environment (including heritage conservation) to be nominated by the Government
of India — Member;

(d) Regional Officer, Gujarat State Pollution Control Board, Junagarh — Member;

(¢) Senior Town Planner of the atea — Member;

() Deputy Conservator of Forests (In Charge of the Sanctuary), Junagarh — Member
Secretary

(3) The powers and functions of the Monitoting Committee shall be restricted to the compliance

of the provisions of this notification.

(4) In case of activities requiring prior permission ot envitonmental clearance, such matters shall
be referred to the State Level Environment Impact Assessment Authority, which shall be the
Competent Authority for grant of the clearances in accordance with the provisions of the
notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Environment and Forests number
S.0. — 1533, dated the 14™ September 2006 published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary,
Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (ii). ' _

(5) The Monitoring Committee may invite representatives or experts from concerned
Departments or Associations to assist in its deliberations depending on the requirements on
issue to issue basis.

(6) The Chairman or the Member Secretaty of Monitoring Committee shall be competent to file
complaints under section 19 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for non-compliance
of the provisions of this notification.

(7) The Monitoring Committee shall submit its annual action taken reports by the 31% March of
every year to the Ministry of Environment and Forests. :

(8) The Ministry of Environment and Forests shall give directions, from time to time, to the
Monitoring Committee for effective discharge of the functions of the Monitoring
Committee.

[F. No. Gujarat/1/2009-ESZ] -
2027 GI/2011—3 Dr. G V. SUBRAHMANYAM, Scientist ‘G’
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Baliavad, Patala, Hadma

Patwad, Chhodvadi, Nava Vaghania.

tia Visha, Mendpata, Dudhala, Malida, Paswala, Samatpara,
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