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Photographs of the activities undertaken under Swachhta Action Plan.

 Swachhta Pakhwada Celebration in the Ministry
1-15 December 2021

Essay and slogan writing competition

               Awareness on Plastic Waste Management Mineco Khatia, Mizoram
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Single Use Plastic Awareness programme in Sikkim

                    Swachhta Pakhwada Celebration, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

Cleanliness drive in Bhilwada, Rajasthan
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 Awareness on air pollution through cycle rally in Manipur

7.3 Media Cell
MoEF&CC is the nodal agency in the 
administrative structure of the Central 
Government for planning, promotion, 
coordination and overseeing the 
implementation of environmental and forestry 
programs and policies.

Ministry’s main activities include conservation 
and survey of flora, fauna, forests and 
wildlife, prevention and control of pollution, 
afforestation and generation of degraded 
areas, protection of the environment, and 
research related to these activities. Media 
Cell of MoEF&CC is mandated with taking up 
awareness campaigns using print, electronic 
and other mass media to enhance awareness 
about various environmental issues which 
would in turn facilitate better compliance with 
environmental regulations.

Broad Objectives of Media, Publicity and 
Information:
I.	 Creation of Environment awareness at all 

levels.

II.	 Information dissemination about all 
Environment and Forest programmes and 
Biodiversity conservation.

III.	 People are made aware of their 
responsibilities towards environment.

Major Activities of Media Division:
A.	 Celebration of World Environment Day:

	 Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change celebrated World 
Environment Day (WED) on 5th June, 
2021. This year the theme was Ecosystem 
Restoration. Ecosystem restoration means 
assisting in the recovery of ecosystems that 
have been degraded or destroyed, as well 
as conserving the ecosystems that are still 
intact. Healthier ecosystems, with richer 
biodiversity, yield greater benefits such as 
more fertile soils, bigger yields of timber 
and fish, and larger stores of greenhouse 
gases. Some of the major initiatives 
taken by India includes launch of E-100 
pilot project in Pune for the production 
and distribution of ethanol across the 
country, release of E-20 notification  by the 
government that will allow oil companies 
to sell 20% ethanol blended petrol from 
1st April, 2023, and BIS specifications for 
ethanol blends E12 and E15. Some of the 
India’s restoration initiatives are National 
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Afforestation Programme (focuses on the 
rehabilitation of degraded forests and 
afforestation around forests), National 
Mission for a Green India (aimed at 
improving and increasing tree cover 
as a climate adaptation and mitigation 
strategy) and National Biodiversity Action 
Plan (launched to implement strategies 
for the reduction in rates of degradation, 
fragmentation and loss of natural habitats). 

B. 	 Production and airing of documentary 
series on Doordarshan

	 MoEF&CC has approved production and 
airing of 26 episodes of documentary 
series ‘Earth Matters’ to Doordarshan. 
The documentary series will cover topics 
from Forest, Wildlife, Waste management, 
pollution etc. It will be anchored by the 
noted filmmaker and Wildlife Expert Shri 
Mike Pandey.

C.	 Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav:

	 The various events/ activities undertaken 
during the celebrations of AKAM by 
the Ministry and its organizations were 
publicized through social media platforms 
viz. Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Koo, 
YouTube, etc. Total 192 number of tweets 
were posted. Press Release of the events 
were also issued.   Apart from this, a 
dedicated page was also created on the 
website of the Ministry and details of 
activities including photographs/videos/
Press Releases were shared on the same.

D.	 Social Media:

	 Ministry   has   social    media    accounts on 
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.

S. 
No.

Social Media 
Handle

Followers on 
11.11.2021

1 Facebook 1,43,398
2 Instagram 72,100
3 Twitter 1,63,137
4 YouTube 6,213

	 Efforts have been made to ensure optimum 
utilization of social media for spreading 
awareness about the major achievements/ 
breakthroughs of the Ministry and its 
attached and subordinate offices towards 
protecting environment. For this purpose, 
Nodal Officers    have    been    nominated 
by all Divisions of the Ministry and its 
subordinate/ attached/ Regional offices 
for smooth sharing of information and 
approvals.

7.4	 National Museum	 of Natural 
History (NMNH)

The National Museum of Natural History, a 
subordinate office of Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, Government of 
India, was open to public on 5th June, 1978 at 
Mandi House, coinciding symbolically with 
the World Environment Day with aiming to 
create environmental awareness on nature and 
environment through non formal medium such 
as thematic galleries, exhibitions, film shows 
and educational activities to all masses of 
society in respect of to promote environmental 
awareness. 
NMNH, New Delhi has its four Regional Museums 
of Natural History (RMNH) in different parts of 
the country viz. Mysuru, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar 
and RGRMNH Sawai Madhopur. Another RMNH 
at Gangtok is under construction to cover 
North-East region.
After fire incident in April, 2016, the NMNH is 
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functioning from CGO complex, Lodhi Road, 
New Delhi. Construction of permanent building 
of NMNH is under progress at Paragati Maidan, 
Bhairon Mandir marg, New Delhi.  The objectives 
of NMNH are: to develop the NMNH in the 
country’s Capital to achieve the highest level 
of quality to promote environmental education 
on a national level; to develop Regional offices 
(regional museum of natural history)in various 
regions of the country in order to extend 
its activities at the regional/local levels; to 
develop museum-based educational projects 
at the level so as to help school curriculum 
on environmental education (EE); to develop 
EE resource materials (such as audio-visual 
aids, low-cost teaching aids, school loan kits, 
etc.) to promote EE to undertake research 
(museological and collection based) consonant 
with the scope and resources of the museum; 
to extend professional help to other agencies/
organizations regarding natural history 
collections/museums, to develop national 
and international cooperation/collaboration 
with other organizations/professional bodies/
museums related to natural history/EE.
Activities Undertaken so far during the 
Financial Year 2021-2022:
The NMNH and its Regional centres has 
been undertaking day related educational 
programmes through Webinars and online 
programmes/workshops round the year to all 
masses of the society to enhance knowledge 
on environmental awareness during Covid-19 
Pandemic such as Thematic Exhibitions (14), 
Temporary/Online Exhibitions (16), Summer 
Nature Programme (7), Teachers Training 
Programme (10), Online Competitions (58), 
Online Talks/Lectures (47), Development of 
New Popular Publications/Table Calendar (11), 
Mass Awareness Campaign (25), Programme 

for Children with Special Needs (1), Campus 
Bird Count Programme (2), Programme/Guided 
Tour of IPB Visits (13), 
Educational Programmes/Activities:
The Flagship programmes of NMNH were 
organised online such as Earth Day, World 
Environment Day, Van Mahotsav Week, 
Wildlife Week, International Tiger Day, 
Summer Vacation Programme, Winter Nature 
Programme, Teachers Orientation Workshops, 
and programme for under-privileged children.
NMNH and its Regional Centres organised 
online theme based programmes, webinars 
and competitions under “Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav” to commemorate 75 years of India’s 
Independence.
Collaborative programmes were organised 
with different institutions/organisations such 
as Government departments, UNDP and State 
Universities, etc. through webinars, online 
competitions, lectures and workshops for the 
betterment of users. The Resource persons 
and experts were invited from different 
institutions, organisations, universities, NGOs, 
Government departments to interact with 
students, teachers and common masses during 
online programmes and webinars. Social media 
platforms such as official website, Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter were used for wide publicity 
of the programmes. YouTube Channel of NMNH 
was utilized to upload and share the educational 
videos. Assisted Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, in a week long programme 
“Good Governance Week” organised by 
Department of Administrative Reforms & Public 
Grievance. Special groups were attended during 
guided tour to Indira Paryavaran Bhawan to 
study the green features of Green Building.
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Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural 
History (SACON), Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

Introduction: SACON was established by the 
MoEF&CC in November, 1988 and it became 
functional in June, 1990. Major objectives of 
SACON span the entire area of natural history 
with a focus on ornithological research.

Objectives and functions: 

•	 SACON’s mission is to “help conserve 
India’s biodiversity and its sustainable use 
through research, education, and people’s 
participation, with birds at the centre 
stage;

•	 to design and conduct research in 
Ornithology covering all aspects of 
biodiversity and Natural History;

•	 to develop and conduct regular courses 
in Ornithology and Natural History (M.Sc., 
M.Phil. and Ph.D.) and also short-term 
orientation courses in related subjects;

•	 to create a data bank on Indian Ornithology 
and Natural History; and 

•	 to disseminate knowledge relating to 
Ornithology and Natural History for the 
benefit of the community.

a.	 Important activities undertaken including 
celebrations for Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav

•	 Thirty-four research projects were 
executed, of which 11 were completed .

•	 Thirty-three research articles, five 
abstracts/ posters, three popular articles, 
six technical reports, one book and 13 
book chapters were published .

•	 Faculty members and research scholars 

of SACON participated in more than 20 
seminars, conferences, meetings and 
delivered talks at national and international 
forums.

•	 During the reporting period three research 
scholars of SACON were awarded Doctoral 
Degrees.

•	 SACON conducted several outreach 
activities, capacity building activities 
and webinars under the banner of Azadi 
ka Amrit Mahotsav–75 Years of India’s 
Independence. These included celebrations 
of Wetland Day, World Environment Day, 
World Day to Combat Desertification 
and Drought, International Day for the 
conservation of Mangrove Ecosystem, 
Ozone Day, Wildlife Week, Plastic 
Awareness Week, World Fisheries Day. 

•	 SACON organised National level ‘Sálim Ali 
Nature Competition’ for School Children 
and Teachers. Out of 692 virtual entries, 
43 were declared as winners under various 
categories.

b.	 Progress/Achievements both cumulative 
and for the reference period including 
innovations.

•	 SACON carried out 34 research projects 
covering major biogeographic zones in 
the country, funded by MoEFCC and other 
national and international agencies. 

•	 The completed projects include (1) 
Assessing the population status of 
synanthropic bird species of India, including 
House Sparrow and House Crow, and their 
response to urbanization; (2) Developing 
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conservation and management plans for 
select Important Bird and Biodiversity 
Areas (IBAs) of India; (3) Assessing the 
distribution, population and habitat use 
of three endangered species to develop 
conservation plan for species and their 
habitats; (4) In-situ and Ex-situ conservation 
of endemic Andaman Edible-nest Swiftlet 
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands; (5) 
Developing a conservation action plan 
for Forest Owlet Heteroglaux blewitti, a 
Critically Endangered species endemic to 
central India; (6) Ecosystem requirements 
of hornbills and assess the status and 
distribution of select mammals in Anjunad 
and adjoining Landscape, Western Ghats; 
(7) National centre for surveillance and 
monitoring of the impact of environmental 
contaminants on ecosystem components 
with a special focus on birds; (8) 
Establishment of National Avian Forensic 
Laboratory (NAFL) at SACON; (9) Wetland 
Conservation in Noyyal and Bhavani River 
basins, Tamil Nadu; (10) Assessment of 
status, distribution and threats to the 
population of threatened Sarus Crane 
Antigone antigone in Gujarat , (11) 
Assessment of status, distribution and 
threats to the population of threatened 
Sarus Crane Antigone antigone in Uttar 
Pradesh.

•	 During the reporting year, the National 
Avian Forensic Laboratory (NAFL) at SACON, 
collected and preserved 1,300 biological 
samples (blood/ tissue/ feather/ DNA) 
of 150 bird species in the Avian Biobank. 
Of these, species-specific barcodes were 

generated for 113 species. The lab also 
sequenced whole genomes of eight species 
of birds, and developed a feather catalogue 
for 17 species of birds which lead to the 
discovery of a new type of feather barb 
termed as ‘sub-plumulaceous’. The facility 
is also continuously involved in providing 
molecular sexing services to various 
government agencies.

•	 A study on Bird/ Wildlife Hazards in selected 
Indian Civil Airfields was initiated. Airports 
Authority of India has signed an MoU with 
SACON for long-term collaborative studies 
and technical support for mitigation of bird 
and wildlife hazards in airports. SACON 
coordinated studies in five airports as 
suggested by AAI.

•	 National Ornithological Databank (NOD) 
Cell of SACON, updated the database to 
a total of 824 theses and dissertations 
on Indian birds with over 2,000 keywords 
including 656 Ph.D., 11 M.Phil., 148 M.Sc., 
and nine Diploma level dissertations in 
Indian ornithology. 

•	 SACON in collaboration with IISER Tirupati 
and with the financial support of MoEF&CC 
has prepared Forest Owlet Conservation 
Action Plan (2021–2031). This species 
of Owlet is endemic to Central India and 
categorized as Endangered in the IUCN 
Red List. The action plan covers three 
components, namely Research, Policy and 
Outreach.

•	 SACON’s National Centre for Avian 
Ecotoxicology continued to provide 
its analytical services to government 
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departments and research institutions. 
Wildlife poisoning cases as directed 
by the Madras High Court and Tamil 
Nadu Pollution Control Board were also 
investigated. Nimesulide was confirmed 
to be yet another threat to the declining 
populations of White-rumped Vulture in 
India. 

c.	 Important Conferences 

•	 SACON organised Three-day Webinar to 
commemorate Wildlife Week in October 
2021. (1) Wing Commander Dr. S. 
Srinidhi, Joint Director, Aerospace Safety 
(Ornithology), Indian Air Force gave a talk 
on Conflict between Birds and Humans 
in Aerospace, (2) Dr. Manchi Shirish S., 
Principal Scientist, Conservation Ecology, 
SACON spoke about the wildlife inside 
Caves, and (3) Dr. Farah Ishtiaq, Senior 
Scientist, Tata Institute for Genetics and 
Society, inStem discussed about the 
zoonotic diseases with special focus on 
Birds. 

•	 To commemorate 125th Birth Celebrations 
of Dr. Sálim Ali, SACON hosted a Memorial 
Lecture on “Biodiversity Conservation: 
Global Perspectives”, delivered by Dr. V.B. 
Mathur, Chairperson, National Biodiversity 
Authority, Government of India.

d.	 List of major publications brought out

•	 Chandramouli, S. R., Karthik, P., Naveen, 
R., Babu, S., Karunakaran, P. V., & Kumara, 
H. N. (2021). A Two-colored Forestsnake, 
Smithophis bicolor (Blyth 1855) (Reptilia: 
Natricidae), from the Khasi Hills, 

Meghalaya, India. Reptiles & Amphibians, 
28(1), 24-25.

•	 Chandramouli, S. R., Naveen, R. 
S., Sureshmarimuthu, S., Babu, S., 
Karunakaran, P. V., & Kumara, H. N. (2021). 
Catalogue of herpetological specimens 
from Meghalaya, India at the Salim Ali 
Centre for Ornithology and Natural History. 
Journal of Threatened Taxa, 13(11), 19603-
19610.

•	 Devarajan, M., Muralidharan, S., 
Prakasham, K., & Nambirajan, K. 
(2021). Variation in Polycyclic Aromatic 
Hydrocarbon Contamination Between 
Native and Introduced Species of Fishes 
of Pallikaranai Wetland, Chennai, Tamil 
Nadu, India. Bulletin of Environmental 
Contamination and Toxicology, 1-7.

•	 Dey, P., Ray, S. D., Sharma, S. K., Pramod, 
P., & Singh, R. P. (2021). Identification of a 
unique barb from the dorsal body contour 
feathers of the Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura 
(Aves: Passeriformes: Pittidae). Journal of 
Threatened Taxa, 13(7), 18781-18791.

•	 Dey, P., Sharma, S. K., Sarkar, I., Ray, S. D., 
Pramod, P., Kochiganti, V. H. S., & Singh, 
R. P. (2021). Complete mitogenome of 
endemic plum-headed parakeet Psittacula 
cyanocephala–characterization and 
phylogenetic analysis. PloS one, 16(4), 
e0241098.

•	 Gurjarpadhye, P., Kawalkar, D., Singh, R. 
P., & Manchi, S. (2021). Stay or shift: does 
breeding success influence the decision 
in a cave-dwelling swiftlet?. Journal of 
Ornithology, 162(2), 369-379.



Annual Report 2021-22

255

•	 Kumara, H. N., Babu, S., Nitte, M., & 
Karunakaran, P. V. (2021). Conservation 
Status and Potential Distribution of the 
Bengal Slow Loris Nycticebus bengalensis 
in Northeast India. Primate Conservation, 
35, 1-10.

•	 Manchi, S. S., Kawalkar, D., Patel, S., 
& Sawant, S. (2021). Occupancy and 
Population Abundance of Two Serpent-
Eagles (Spilornis elgini and S. cheela) in the 
Andaman Islands, India. Journal of Raptor 
Research, 55(4), 594-604.

•	 Nambirajan, K., Muralidharan, S., 
Ashimkumar, A. R., & Jadhav, S. (2021). 
Nimesulide poisoning in white-rumped 
vulture Gyps bengalensis in Gujarat, India. 
Environmental Science and Pollution 
Research, 1-7.

•	 Patil, J. Kawalkar, D. & Manchi, S.S. (2021). 
Foraging Habits of Aerial Insectivores in 
the Coastal Region of Raigad, Maharashtra. 
Ambient Science, 8(2), DOI: 10.21276/
ambi.2021.08.2.aa03

•	 Prakash, L., & Balasubramanian, P. (2021). 
Grass Flora of Sathyamangalam Tiger 
Reserve, Eastern Ghats, India. Indian 
Forester, 147(1), 51-56.

•	 Ray, S.D., P. Dey, N. Islam, S.K. Sharma, P. 
Pramod & R.P. Singh. (2021). Comparative 
study of Yellow-billed Babbler (Turdoides 
affinis) feathers reveals uniformity in 
their microstructures among individuals. 
Journal of Experimental Biology and 
Agricultural Sciences 9(1): 51–64. https://
doi.org/10.18006/2021.9(1).51.64

•	 Sharma, S. K., Gurjarpadhye, P., Manchi, 
S. S., & Singh, R. P. (2021). A simple and 
cost-effective test for sex identification 
in edible-nest swiftlet (Aerodramus 
fuciphagus inexpectatus) and plume-toed 
swiftlet (Collocalia affinis). Conservation 
Genetics Resources, 13(2), 119-121.

•	 Sureshmarimuthu, S., Babu, S., Kumara, 
H. N., & Rajeshkumar, N. (2021). Factors 
influencing the flush response and flight 
initiation distance of three owl species 
in the Andaman Islands. Journal of 
Threatened Taxa, 13(11), 19500-19508.

•	 Sureshmarimuthu, S., Babu, S., 
Rajeshkumar, N., & Kumara, H. N. (2021). 
Get my head around owls: people 
perception and knowledge about owls of 
Andaman Islands. Journal of Threatened 
Taxa, 13(12), 19725-19732.

•	 Vijayamma, J. K., Dhamorikar, A., & Manchi, 
S.S. (2021). A new species of Caridina H. 
Milne Edwards, 1837 (Family: Atyidae) 
from a limestone cave on Interview Island, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, India. 
Zootaxa, 5057(3), 102-114.

e.	 Challenges in work due to COVID-19 and 
the response:

•	 In accordance with the Centre and 
State Governments’ Standard Operating 
Protocols on COVID-19 regulations, SACON 
opened the workspace when lockdown 
was lifted and continued to discharge its 
duties.

•	 With most events and meetings being 
conducted on virtual platform, the internet 
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facility on campus has been significantly 
enhanced. 

•	 As on date, SACON is fully prepared to 
carry out all academic and official activity 

at full strength, putting in place all of the 
government-recommended (COVID-19) 
safety precautions.

3.	 Grant-in-aid released to Institutions/organisations Including NGOS.

S. 
No.

Name of Organisation Purpose Total Amount 
Released

Status of third-
party evaluation

Remarks

1. Sálim Ali Centre for 
Ornithology and Natural 
History (SACON), 
Coimbatore

Grant-in-Aid-
Salary

1st instalment; 

Rs. 302 Lakhs 
received on 
01/10/2021)

NA 2nd instal-
ment to be 
received

Grant-in-aid-
General;

1st instalment; 
Rs. 226 Lakhs 
received on 
01/10/2021

NA 2nd 
instalment 
to be 
received.

Status of House Sparrow, across various 
states in India: The Graph represents Relative 
occurrence (%) of House Sparrow, expressed 

as proportion of total sampling grids (N) 
surveyed in each state in which the sparrow 
was detected. 

Goa
Kerala
Odisha

West bengal
Delhi

Taml Nadu
Jharkhand
Karnataka

Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh

Gujarat
Telengana
Rajasthan
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SACON with the financial support of MoEFCC 
is in the process of developing a conservation 
plan for Black-bellied Tern.

Indian Pitta, a summer visitor, breeds in the Sal 
forests of Jhilmil Jheel IBA and Conservation 
Reserve, Uttarakhand. 

Andaman Edible-nest Swiftlet(a), endemic to 
Andaman Nicobar Islands. An urban colony(b) 
in Port Blair that showed a rapid increase in 
population after required modifications of 
the ex-situ habitat. (c) The edible nest of the 
species made of its saliva.

SACON with the financial support of Karnataka 
Forest Department is assessing the current 
distribution range, ecology and habitat 
selection of Great Indian Bustard in Bellary 
district, Karnataka.
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Airports Authority of India signed an MoU with 
SACON for long term collaborative studies and 
technical support for mitigation of Bird and 
wildlife hazards in airports. Some birds hit by 
aircrafts in airports being presently studied. 
(a) River Tern, (b) Black-winged Kite, (c) Red-
wattled Lapwing, (d) Bat, (e)Whiskered Tern.

State-of-the-art analytical facility at the 
National Centre for Avian Ecotoxicology, SACON 
for assessing the ill effects of environmental 
contaminants on birds.

SACON in collaboration with IISER Tirupati 
and with the financial support of MoEFCC has 
come up with the Forest Owlet Conservation 
Action Plan (2021–2031).
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9.1	Economic Division
Economic Division in the Ministry is responsible 
for the following areas of work:

1.	 Implementation of the Environmental 
Information System (ENVIS) Scheme, 
which serves as a single-stop web-
enabled repository of comprehensive 
environmental information with 
collection, collation, storage, retrieval 
and dissemination through a nationwide 
network of ENVIS Hubs (hosted by the 
Environment/ Forest Department of State 
Governments/ UT Administrations) and 
ENVIS Resource Partners (RPs) (hosted 
by environment related governmental 
and non-governmental organizations/ 
institutes of professional excellence).

2.	 The Nodal Division in the Ministry for all 
the matters referred by the Department 
of Economic Affairs including Notes for 
Cabinet/ Cabinet Committees/ Committee 
of Secretaries and matters having a 
bearing on internal and external economic 
management in the Ministry and reforms 
in the environment and forest sectors.

3.	 Nodal Division to monitor implementation 
of specific announcements in the 
Union Budget concerning Ministry of 
Environment, Forest & Climate Change.

4.	 Coordination of inputs/ material for the 
Economic Survey to the Department of 
Economic Affairs.

5.	 Nodal Division to deal with references 
received from M/o Commerce & Industry 
relating to Trade & Environment including 
Cabinet/ Cabinet Committee/ Committee 
of Secretaries matters.

6.	 Coordination of Ministry’s position 
on trade-related matters referred by 
other Ministries, including Regional/ 
Bilateral/ Multilateral Trade Agreements 
on environmental, ecology, wildlife and 
forestry issues; Trade Policy Review of India 
by WTO [bilateral investment agreements/ 
investment protection agreements/ 
international negotiations, etc.]

7.	 Coordination of matters related to relevant 
areas considered/reviewed by National 
Committee on Trade Facilitation (NCTF) 
headed by the Cabinet Secretary, wherein 
Secretary, EF&CC is a member.

8.	 Nodal for matters related to DBT including 
coordination with the DBT Mission, Cabinet 
Secretariat to on-board schemes of the 
Ministry on DBT Bharat portal.

9.	 Examination of the representations 
received from various stakeholders on 
GST Rates in consultation with Divisions 
concerned and taking up the same with 
GST Council.

Important activities undertaken:
•	 Prepared comments on various themes 

of trade and environment of WTO and 
forwarded to Department of Commerce.

•	 Prepared comments on India-UAE 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) and sent to Department 
of Commerce.

•	 Drafted and finalized comments on trade 
and environment for India-US Trade Policy 
Forum 2021, of Department of Commerce.

•	 Prepared material for Economic Survey 
2021-22 and forwarded to Department of 
Economic Affairs (DEA).



Annual Report 2021-22

261

•	 Monthly Progress Reports on Budget Para 
sent to DEA.

•	 Reported Monthly Progress and Annual 
Progress reports on achievements of 
DBT schemes to DBT Mission, Cabinet 
Secretariat.

Name of the Scheme/ Programme and its 
objectives: 
•	 Environmental Information System 

(ENVIS), a Central Sector Scheme is being 
implemented through a network of 60 
ENVIS Hubs and RPs, of which, 26 Hubs 
dealing with ‘’State of the Environment and 
Related Issues’’ are hosted by the respective 
State Government/ UT Administration and 
34 RPs are hosted by environment-related 
governmental and non- governmental 
organizations/ institutes of professional 
excellence, with varied thematic mandates 
pertaining to environment, forests, climate 
change, pollution abatement, health/ 
hygiene, etc. The primary mandate of 
the Scheme to collect and disseminate 
information relating to a variety of themes 
associated with Environment, Forest, 
Wildlife and Climate Change sectors has 
been expanded after the termination of 
the XII Five Year Plan period in 2016-17 

to include skilling in ‘green’ sectors. Focal 
Point of ENVIS is located in the Ministry 
and assists the Economic Division in 
coordinating the activities of all the ENVIS 
network partners.

Progress/Achievements both cumulative and 
for the reference period
•	 Green Skill Development Programme 

(GSDP) launched in June, 2017 on pilot 
basis to skill youth in environment, forest 
and wildlife sectors and enabling them to 
be gainfully employed or self-employed. 
The programme was expanded to an all-
India level with 43 Courses offered in 
2018-19. During 2019-20, 140 training 
programmes were conducted at 46 
locations throughout the Country covering 
diverse fields and 2,655 youth joined the 
‘Green Skilled Workforce’. During 2020-21, 
48 training programmes were conducted 
at 28 locations throughout the Country 
covering diverse fields and 960 youth 
joined the ‘Green Skilled Workforce’. The 
training involves almost 70% skilling in the 
form of practical training and around 30% 
theory component. A total of 115 GSDP 
training proposals have been received for FY 
2021-22 from various ENVIS Hubs and RPs.

Hon’ble Minister Forest (Sikkim), Shri Karma Loday Bhutia inaugurated the Green Skill Development Programme 
(GSDP) for 2021-22 session in Sikkim ENVIS Hub at Forest and Environment Department, Gangtok.
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Hon’ble Chief Minister, and other dignitaries appreciated the efforts of ENVIS Secretariat and MoEF&CC, Government 
of India for the GSDP courses and training materials on green skilling published by the ENVIS GBPNIHE, Almora

ENVIS Hub at Department of Environment - Chandigarh 
released Mobile Application i.e., “CarbonWatch” which auto-

matically calculates the carbon footprint of the individual.

•	 Information and Knowledge Products of 
ENVIS: ENVIS regularly brings out value-
added information products relating 
to Environment, Forest, Wildlife and 
Climate Change which include theme-
based newsletters, special publications, e- 
newsletters, thematic bulletins, technical 
reports, mobile apps, directories of 
information at State/ regional/ National 
level, bibliography, information products 
developed on parks and sanctuaries, 
thematic maps, flora and fauna species 
distribution maps, etc. During the year, 
ENVIS Network printed, published and 
uploaded more than 1,412 knowledge 
products including newsletters, books, 
theme based special publications, e-books, 
e-bulletins, booklets, environment 
calendars, brochures, pamphlets, DVDs, 
CDs, Mobile apps, etc.
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A special issue of e-publication on COVID-19 prepared by 
ENVIS RP at JNU, New Delhi

A special publication “Beyond COVID - 19 Stay Safe at Office” 
published by ENVIS RP at NIOH, Ahmedabad.

On the occasion of World Environment 
Day, various online programmes such as 
Webinars, Green Pledge, Slogan Writing, 
Environment Quiz, Debate Competition, 
Film Shows on Environment Conservation, 
etc., were organized by ENVIS Hubs and RPs, 
across the Country. The ENVIS Hubs/ RPs also 
conducted various online outreach activities 
as part of celebration of important events/ 
days viz. Aazadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat, World Environment Day, 
World Ozone Day, World Wildlife Week, Van 
Mahotsav, World Sparrow Day, World Wetland 
Day, World Forest Day, International Tiger Day, 
International Day for Biological Diversity, etc.

‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ Iconic week was celebrated from 
4th to 10th October, 2021 by ENVIS Resource Partner and 
Hubs on the theme ‘Avoid the Use of Single Use Plastics’
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•	 ENVIS Hubs and RPs were actively involved 
in the promotion of Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyaan in their respective areas. They 
had undertaken various activities during 
this period - cleanliness and sensitization 
drives, planting tree saplings, collection 
of garbage, litter and trash, administering 
Green Pledge, etc.ENVIS Focal Point and 
its partners together responded to more 
than 98,000 queries till December 22, 2021 
on various subject-areas of environment 
and its associated fields and provided 
substantive information to users as far as 
possible.

•	 A significant increase has been witnessed 
in the number of visitors to the ENVIS 
websites during the year. The total number 
of visitors on the websites of ENVIS Hubs/ 
RPs witnessed about 3.25 crore hits, as on 
31 Dec 2021.

•	 Review of ENVIS Hubs/RPs: A series of 
Video Conferencing (VC) conducted with 
ENVIS Hubs and RPs coordinated by Deputy 
Director, MoEF&CC on 18th August, 2021. 
Agenda of the VC was: (i) ENVIS Activities 
for 2021-22 in the light of emerging 
challenges due to COVID Pandemic, (ii) 
GSDP Proposals for 2021-22 and Road 
Map in view of the COVID Pandemic, (iii) 
Status of data updation in the Indian State 
Basic Environmental Information Database 
(ISBEID) Portal, (iv) Issues in collection of 
data/ information from line Departments 
of State Governments, (v) Status of EAT 
entries in PFMS Portal and (vi) Suggestions/ 
feedback for ENVIS Scheme.

Visits to ENVIS Hubs/RPs: Review meeting with 
ENVIS RP at WWF, New Delhi was conducted 
under the Chairmanship of Shri Arun Kumar, 
Sr. Economic Advisor, in which officials of 
MoEF&CC participated.

Review visit of ENVIS RP at WWF, New Delhi by Sr. Economic Advisor, MoEF&CC.

Physical visits were undertaken to ENVIS RPs 
at NBRI and IWS from 29th-30th October, 2021 
in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh and to ENVIS RPs 
at GCPC, NIOH, CERC and ENVIS Hub at GEC 

from 24-26th November, 2021 in the State of 
Gujarat for physical verification, assessment 
and monitoring of ENVIS Centres.
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3.	 Grants-in-aid released to Institutions/
organizations including NGOs (as on 
December 22, 2021)

	 The details of Grants-in-Aid released for 

mandated activities of ENVIS Cell in the 
Ministry and ENVIS Hubs/ RPs during F.Y. 
2021-22 (as on 22.12.2021) to various 
organizations, are as follows:

Sl. 
No.

Name of Organisation Purpose Total Amount 
Released (in `)

1 Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), 
Patna

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

21,47,709.00

2 Department of Environment & Forests – 
Arunachal Pradesh

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

67,03,783.00

3 Assam Science, Technology and Environmental 
Council (ASTEC), Guwahati

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

96,14,017.00

4 Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham (AVV), Coimbatore Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

45,19,076.00

5 Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), 
Mumbai

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

5,36,927.00

6 Botanical Survey of India (BSI), Kolkata Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

19,72,017.00

7 Centre of Advance Study in Marine Biology 
(CASMB), Parangipettai

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

5,36,927.00

8 Central Arid Zone Research Institute (CAZRI), 
Jodhpur

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

16,79,745.00

9 Consumer Education and Research Centre 
(CERC), Ahmedabad

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

46,77,332.00

10 Department of Environment - Chandigarh Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

4,93,004.00

11 Chhattisgarh Environment Conservation Board 
(CECB), Raipur

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

5,36,927.00

12 CPR Environmental Education Centre (CPREEC), 
Chennai

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

56,45,709.00

13 Department of Environmental Science, 
University of Kalyani (DESKU), Nadia

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

21,47,709.00

14 Department of Zoology - University of Madras 
(DzUM), Chennai

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

21,47,709.00
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Sl. 
No.

Name of Organisation Purpose Total Amount 
Released (in `)

15 Environment Management & Policy Research 
Institute (EMPRI), Bengaluru

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

36,32,709.00

16 Environment Protection Training and Research 
Institute (EPTRI), Hyderabad

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

10,73,854.00

17 Forest Research Institute (FRI), Dehradun Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

5,36,927.00

18 G.B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan 
Environment and Sustainable Development 
(GBPNIHESD), Almora

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

38,97,709.00

19 Gujarat Cleaner Production Centre (GCPC), 
Gandhinagar

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

41,14,709.00

20 Gujarat Ecology Commission (GEC), Gandhinagar Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

16,10,782.00

21 Directorate of Environment & Climate Change 
Department (DoE&CCD), Haryana

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

22,27,248.00

22 Himachal Pradesh Council for Science 
Technology & Environment (HIMCOSTE), Shimla

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

41,07,709.00

23 Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding 
(IFGTB), Coimbatore

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

80,39,709.00

24 Indian institute of Chemical Technology (IICT), 
Hyderabad

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

21,47,709.00

25 International Institute of Health and Hygiene 
(IIHH), Delhi

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

21,47,709.00

26 Indian Institute of Sciences (IISc), Bengaluru Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

5,36,927.00

27 IIT-Indian School of Mines (ISM), Dhanbad Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

9,86,008.00

28 Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), 
Pune

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

5,20,506.00

29 Institute for Ocean Management (IOM), Chennai Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

3,02,238.00

30 Institute for Wildlife Sciences, University of 
Lucknow, Lucknow

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

4,68,269.00

31 Department of Ecology, Environment and 
Remote Sensing, State Government of J&K

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

3,52,934.00
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Sl. 
No.

Name of Organisation Purpose Total Amount 
Released (in `)

32 Forests & Environment Department, Govt. of 
Jharkhand

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

19,72,017.00

33 School of Environmental Science, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

49,39,927.00

34 Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and 
Environment (KSCSTE), Thiruvananthapuram

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

74,51,709.00

35 Department of Environment & Forests (DoE&F), 
Kavaratti, Lakshadweep

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

5,45,434.00

36 Environment Department, Govt. of Maharashtra Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

5,00,958.00

37 Directorate of Environment & Climate Change, 
Govt. of Manipur, Imphal

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

16,48,282.00

38 Mizoram Pollution Control Board (MPCB), 
Aizawl

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

44,24,282.00

39 Nagaland Pollution Control Board (NPCB), 
Dimapur

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

39,67,709.00

40 National Botanical Research Institute (NBRI), 
Lucknow

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

21,47,709.00

41 National Institute of Occupational Health 
(NIOH), Ahmedabad

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

4,42,309.00

42 Centre for Environmental Studies (CES), Forest 
& Environment Department, Government of 
Odisha

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

5,36,927.00

43 Puducherry Pollution Control Committee 
(PPCC), Puducherry

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

21,17,217.00

44 Punjab State Council for Science and Technology 
(PSCST), Chandigarh

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

5,22,325.00

45 Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural 
History (SACON), Coimbatore

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

9,86,008.00

46 Forests, Environment & Wildlife Management 
Department, Sikkim, Gangtok

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

1,80,64,069.00

47 State Council of Science and Technology Sikkim 
(SCSTS), Gangtok

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

27,32,935.00

48 School of Planning and Architecture (SPA), New 
Delhi

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

21,47,709.00
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Sl. 
No.

Name of Organisation Purpose Total Amount 
Released (in `)

49 Department of Environment, Govt. of Tamil 
Nadu

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

20,13,854.00

50 Thiagarajar College of Engineering (TCE), 
Madurai

Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

35,03,300.00

51 The Energy Resources Institute (TERI), New 
Delhi

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

28,42,155.00

52 Tripura State Pollution Control Board (TSPCB), 
Agartala

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

21,97,709.00

53 Uttarakhand Environment Protection and 
Pollution Control Board (UEPPCB), Dehradun

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

14,11,736.00

54 Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

55,73,709.00

55 World Wide Fund for Nature-India (WWF), New 
Delhi

Recurring Grant for F.Y. 
2021-22

21,47,709.00

56 Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Kolkata Recurring and GSDP 
Grant for F.Y. 2021-22

64,48,217.00

9.2 Statistics Division
Statistics Division in the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change is 
responsible for environmental statistics and 
inputs for ecological indicators. 

Statistics Division of the Ministry undertakes 
the following tasks:

i.	 To liaise with all divisions of MoEF&CC and, 
where necessary, its subordinate offices 
and autonomous institutions to strengthen 
the process of collection, validation 
processing and interpretation of statistical 
data.

ii.	 Coordinating for the preparation of the 

State of Environment Report both at the 
National and State levels.

iii.	 Coordinates with the Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) 
to provide technical inputs on development 
of Official Statistics in line with Framework 
of Development in Environmental 
Statistics (FDES). It also supports MoSPI 
for publication of ‘EnviStats’ I and II, both 
publications on Environment Statistics with 
the second one focusing on environmental 
accounting. Statistics Division coordinates 
with the Divisions within MoEF&CC to 
provide inputs on behalf of the Ministry for 
the publication.
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iv.	 It functions as the nodal division as regards 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
related coordination in MoEF&CC including 
SDG Global indicator development and 
data flow.

v.	 It is also responsible for coordination as 
regards developments in Natural Capital 
Accounting and the SEEA (System of 
Environmental Economic Accounting) and 
Ecosystem Accounting within MoEF&CC 
with MoSPI and with other Ministries and 
UN.

vi.	 Represent the Ministry in UNEP’s 
consultations on Global Environment 
Outlook (GEO). 

vii.	DDG(S) has been designated head of Data 
Strategy Unit responsible for the work of 
Data Governance Quality Index initiated by 
Development Monitoring and Evaluation 
Office (DMEO) of NITI Aayog for ranking the 
ministries on the levels of digitization for 
the data of the Ministry on the behest of 
PMO. The Division coordinates with other 
divisions to get the information to fill the 
questionnaires for different schemes of the 
ministry and for the ministry on the whole 
which is used by NITI Aayog for assessment 
of the Ministry on three key pillars of data 
preparedness for DGQI viz. Data Systems, 
Data Strategy and Data Driven Outcomes.

viii.	It is required to undertake other 
environment statistics related matters 
and surveys including data components of 
assigned Global Indices.

I. Activities undertaken in respect of 
Environmental Statistics:

a.	 The State of Environment Report (SoER) 
aims to provide concrete guidance for 
environmental action planning, policy 
setting and resource allocation for the 
coming decades, based on a sound 
integrated analysis of the state and trends 
of the environment. It also clearly selects 
key issues and set priorities from the range 
of environmental concerns that the State is 
facing. It is envisaged that the SoER for each 
State/ UT will be published with a periodicity 
of two years followed by a national SoER. 
The modified template for the preparation 
of the State of Environment Report 2020 
after the meeting of apex committee was 
finalized and sent to all States/ UTs along 
with modified guidelines with a request 
to undertake the preparation of the 
Report. The work for States/ UTs Punjab, 
Uttarakhand, Chandigarh and Tamil Nadu 
has been initiated in 2021.

b.	 The work of National SoER has been started 
and is would be completed in 2022.

c.	 Annual Report of the Ministry for the year 
2020-21 was compiled and submitted to 
the Parliament.

d.	 The Annual publication on Environment 
Statistics is published by MoSPI. The 
revamped publication EnViStats-Vol.I2021 
incorporating various data on Environment 
and Climate Statistics has been compiled 
and published by MoS&PI in March, 2021. 
Further, the EnViStats-Vol.II2021 regarding 
Environmental Accounts was also released 
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by MoSPI in September, 2021. The Ministry 
supported MoSPI in compilation of the 
various environment related data for the 
two publications.

e.	 Rendered advice to other Divisions 
on statistical matters and providing 
interpretations of statistical data and 
implementation of statistical components 
of various Conventions and Agreements. 
For instance, the Division analysed 
SDG indicators in connection with their 
alignment for developing the Post 2020 
Biodiversity indicator framework.

f.	 Similarly, in order to include Recorded 
Forest Area (RFA) into the World Database 
for Protected Areas (WDPA), the Division 
is working along with FSI (SU Division) 
and CS-III (Biodiversity Division) towards 
streamlining the data from all states and 
UTs and providing suggestions to the FSI 
as well as State Forest Departments to 
take the RFA data compliant with WDPA 
standards. The inclusion of RFA data in the 
WDPA is also useful for the Environmental 
Performance Index (EPI) which uses data 
from the WDPA to compute parameters 
based on the Protected Areas of India. 

II.A. Coordination regarding Implementation 
of Sustainable Development Goals, SDGs 
in the Ministry

	 MoEF&CC is implementing SDGs relevant 
to the Ministry and is in particular 
responsible for SDG Goals 12, 13 and 15. 
SDG Coordination Unit under Statistics 
Division coordinates the implementation 

of SDGs and related frameworks in the 
Ministry. The role of SDG Coordination unit 
is as follows:

•	 Overall   coordination of 
SDGimplementation in the Ministry.

•	 Coordination of metadata, baseline data 
and data flow with Divisions.

•	 Working on the data gaps and suggesting 
alternate methodology for computation of 
various indicators for SDGs.

•	 Coordination with NITI Aayog, MoSPI 
and Custodian Agencies of SDG Global 
Indicators.

•	 Presenting Ministry’s consolidated 
proposals in High Level Committee of 
MoSPI for SDG indicator refinement.

•	 Capacity Development in respect of SDG 
implementation in the Ministry.

•	 Technical support for metadata and 
refinement of indicators.

•	 Publication of Ministry’s SDG reports.

II.B Activities undertaken in respect of SDG 
Coordination:

a.	 Coordinated with the Divisions of the 
Ministry in planning the implementation 
of the SDG targets. Specifically, efforts 
were made with respect to SDG 6 i.e., 
“Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for 
all” through meetings with CPCB. In this 
regard, the meta-data was sent to MoSPI 
for refinement of the indicator, SDG 6.3.2: 
Proportion of water bodies with good 
Ambient Water Quality. This indicator after 
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refinement is more aligned to the global 
indicator framework.

b.	 SDG Implementation Plan for environment 
related SDGs was conceptualized and given 
shape with the help of all the concerned 
Divisions. SDG Implementation Report is 
at the verge of completion for SDG Goals 
13 “Take urgent action to combat climate 
change and its impact” and 15 “Protect, 
restore and promote sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertification, and halt 
and reserve land degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss”. 

c.	 Time series data with regard to MoEF&CC 
indicators was submitted for the SDG 
progress report to MoSPI which was 
released on June 29, 2021. Inputs were 
given to adopt SDG Global Indices 
15.8.1 (Invasive alien species), 15.9.1 
(Mainstreaming biodiversity values into 
policy and accounts) and 15.6.1 (Framing 
access and benefit sharing in qualitative 
terms) in National Indicator framework.

d.	 Public accounts committee of Parliament 
has mandated the specification of interim 
targets as milestones for years 2023, 
2025, 2027 prior to 2030 to monitor if the 
country is actually progressing towards 
achieving relevant SDGs. The work of 
setting of milestone for SDG indicators has 
been started and milestones for SDG 6.3.1 
and SDG 6.3.2 (Ambient Water Quality) 
have been communicated to MoSPI after 
obtaining from CPCB, HSM and MoHUA.

e.	 The data for SDG India Index Cities for the 
North East and forthcoming SDG India 
Index 4.0 was discussed with NITI Aayog 
and CPCB and then sent to NITI Aayog. 

III. Activities pertaining to Environmental 
Accounting: 

	 The Division has initiated the work of 
accounts for Mountain ecosystem in 
collaboration with GBPNIHE and Forestry 
Divisions of MoEF&CC. A committee is also 
constituted for the representation from 
relevant stakeholders.
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IV. Global Indices for Reform and Growth 
Dashboard (GIRG) related Work of EPI and 
CCPI

	 In reference to the ongoing activities 
under the directions of Cabinet Secretariat 
and NITI Aayog on various global indices 

Policy Objective Issue Category TLA Wt. Indicator TLA Wt.

Environmental 

Health HLT 

(40%)

Air Quality AIR 50%

PM2.5.Exposure  

Houshold Solid Fuels 

Ozone Exposure

PMD

HAD

OZD

55%

40%

5%

Sanitation & 

Drinkiing Water
H2O 40%

Unsafe Sanitation

Unsafe Drinking Water

USD

UWD

40%

60%

Heavy Metals HMT 5% Lead Exposure PBD 100%

Waste 

Management
WMG 5%

Controlled Solid Waste MSW 100%

Fig: Application of the SEEA (System of Environmental-Ecosystem Accounting) framework for valuating 
Mountain Ecosystem Accounting. 

Environment Society

Ecosystem assets
Economy

Ecosystem 
Extent

Final ecosystem
services Benefits

GDP boubndary

Individual 
and 

societal 
well-being

Ecosystem 
condition

in the Government of India, Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
has been designated as the nodal Ministry 
for Environment Performance Index (EPI) 
and Climate Change Performance Index 
(CCPI).

Components of EPI (Environmental Performance Index)
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Fig: Table showing global indicators as per the Technical Appendix of EPI – 2020

Policy Objective Issue Category TLA Wt. Indicator TLA Wt.

Ecosystem 

Vitality 

ECO

(60%)

Biodiversity & 

Habitat
BDH 25%

Terrestrial Biome Protection (national)

Terrestrial Biome Protecton (global)

Marine Protected Aeas

Protected Areas Represent ativeness Index

Species Habitat Index

Species Protection Index

Biodiversity Habitat Index

TBN

TBG

MPA

PAR

SHI

SPI

BHV

20%

20%

20%

10%

10%

10%

10%

Ecosystem 

Services
ECS 10%

Tree Cover Loss

Grassland Loss

Wetland Loss

TCL

GRL

WTL

90%

5%

5%

Fisheries FSH 10%

Fish Stock Status

Marine Trophic Index

Fish Caught by Trawling

FSS

RMS

FGT

35%

35%

30%

Climate Change CCH 40%

CO2 Growth Rate

CO4 Growth Rate

F-gas Growth Rate

N2O Growth Rate

Black Carbon Growth Rate

CO2 from Land Cover

GHG Intensity Trend

GHG Per Capita

CDA

CHA

FGA

NDA

BCA

LCB

GIB

GHP

55%

15%

10%

5%

5%

2.5%

5%

2.5%

Pollution 

Emissions
APE 5%

SO2 Growth Rate

NO2 Growth Rate

SDA

NXA

50%

50%

Agriculture AGR 5% Sustainable Nitrogen Management Index SNM 100%

Water Resources WRS 5% Waster water Treatment WWT 100%
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 In this regard, a dashboard has been prepared 
for the monitoring exercise of global indices. 
DDG (Stats.) has been nominated as the Nodal 
Officer for EPI and CCPI. Accordingly, the 
Division coordinated with the relevant Divisions 
of the Ministry and other line ministries to 
obtain information pertaining to the various 
parameters comprising the indices. The 
division has mapped 27 India Index indicators 
to 32 global indicators of EPI in co-ordination 
with data source Divisions and line Ministries  
and information for around 19 indicators has 
been shared with NITI Aayog. The CCPI India 
Index indicators are tentatively identified and 
are under the process of finalization in co-
ordination with the NATCOM Cell of MoEF&CC. 

V. Data Governance Quality Index

    DGQI is formulated by DMEO for ranking the 
ministries on the basis of level digitization, 
security, quality and sound use of data 
generated and handled under Central 
Sector Schemes, Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes and Non-Scheme Interventions. 
A dashboard is prepared with 14 pre 
populated schemes of ministry on which the 
scores will be shown for ministries on the 
basis of self-filled questionnaire and action 
plan. The questionnaire comprises of three 
pillars for which inputs were submitted 
under two parts of the Questionnaire i.e. 
Part A (Ministry level) and Part B (scheme 
level) as shown below:

Fig: Compoenents of the CCPI: Fourteen indicators (outer circle) in four categories (inner circle)

International Climate Policy

Components of the CCPI

Current Level of GHG Emissions per 
Capita

Past Level of GHG Emissions 
per Capita

National Climate Policy

GHG = Grenhouse Gases, TPES = Total Primay Energy Supply

TPES/Capita 2030 Target 
Compared toa well-below-20C 

Compatible  pathway

Past Trend of TPES/Capita

Current Level of Energy use 
(TPES/Capita)

Current Share of Renewables per TPES compared to a 
well-below-20C Compatible pathway

Renewable Energy 2030 Target Compared 
to a well-below-20C Compatible pathway

Current Level of TPES/Capita 
Compared to a well-below-
20C Compatible pathway

Current Level of GHG Emissions 
per Capita Compared to a well-
below-20C Compatible pathway

GHG Emissions Reduction 2030 
Target Comapred to a well- below-
20C Compatible pathway

Current Share of Renewables per TPES

Development of Energy Supply from 
Renewable Energy Sources

10%

10%

10%

10%

5%
5%5%

5%

5%

5%

5%

5%

10%

10%

20%
40%

20%

20%

Climate 
Policy

Energy 
use

Renewable 
Energy

CHG 
Emissions
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As per DMEO stipulation, the Data Strategy 
Unit comprising the Monitoring (DMED), IT 
and Analytics (NIC and IT) and Statistics units in 
coordination with other divisions of ministries 
has submitted the filled in questionnaire 
for 14 CS/ CSS schemes and 7 Non-Scheme 
Interventions of the Ministry for the DGQI 
dashboard of DMEO. The DSU has coordinated 
with Divisions implementing the schemes to 
prepare an action plan for making the Ministry’s 
data systems more digitized, efficeint and 
programmed to have meaningful insights from 
the data generation and processing functions. 

9.3	 Non-Governmental Organization 
Cell

1.     A Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) 
Cell has been set up in the Ministry to 
handle various policy matters relating 
to the NGOs working in diverse fields of 
environment. The basic functions of the 
Cell are:

•	 Liaison with the NITI Aayog and other 
Government Ministries in respect 
of various guidelines/ directions 
concerning NGOs.

2.  	As per directions of NITI Aayog an IT 
Software for end-to-end processing of 
applications for sanction/ release of 
grants/ financial assistance to NGOs has 
been developed for providing linkage of 
the portal to NITI Aayog’s NGO-Darpan 
Portal to bring transparency in the affairs 
of disbursement of funds to NGOs.  

3.   	Further as per direction received from 
NITI Aayog and their proposed Darpan 2.0 
version, NIC has been requested to provide 
some additional features in this portal to 
ensure that NGOs who are participating in 
CS/ CSS Schemes, and taking grants, are 
spending the grants for the purpose for 
which the grant was given. GIS or other 
appropriate technologies should be used 
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in this portal to ensure that grant should 
not be taken by NGO’s from more than one 
source for the same work.

4.   	Further the portal shall have added 
features to check milestones for each 
scheme, so provided by different PDs, and 

mandatory linkage with PFMS to have/ 
capture information about the payment(s) 
made till the last point/ beneficiary.

5. 	 The proposal for NGO Portal is being 
modified by taking into account the 
milestones of fund disbursing schemes.
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10.1 Policy and Law Division
Brief Introduction and Objective- The 
Policy and Law (P&L) Division deals with 
the administration/ establishment matters 
of the NGT; framing of NGT Recruitment 
Rules/ Amendments in the NGT Act and NGT 
Recruitment Rules; coordination with the 
Ministry of Law & Justice and handling of court 
cases in the Supreme Court of India, various 
High Courts and NGTs

The P&L Division handles the administrative 
issues of NGT while the ESZ and CP Divisions 
are administrative-in-charge of Dahanu Taluka 
Environment Protection Authority and Loss of 
Ecology Authority, respectively. 

The Division is allocated funds under the 
Budget Head “National Green Tribunal” and 
the budget under this is further allocated to –

- National Green Tribunal;

- Grants-in-Aid to Loss of Ecology Authority, 
Chennai, and

- Grants-in-Aid to Dahanu Taluka Environment 
Protection Authority, Ahmedabad.

10.2 National Green Tribunal (NGT):
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) was set up 
on 18th October, 2010 under the NGT Act, 2010, 
for the purpose of effective and expeditious 
disposal of cases relating to environmental 
protection and conservation of forests and 
other natural resources including enforcement 
of any legal right relating to environment and 
giving relief and compensation for damages 
to persons and property and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental thereto.

The Tribunal has five places of sitting i.e., 
the Principal Bench at New Delhi and Zonal 
Benches at Pune, Kolkata, Bhopal and Chennai.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel, a 
sitting Judge of the Supreme Court of India 
was appointed as Chairperson, NGT w.e.f. 
06.07.2018. At present, there are five (05) 
Judicial Members in the NGT and a total of five 
(05) posts for Judicial Members are lying vacant 
in the Tribunal. At present, there are four (04) 
Expert Members in the NGT and a total of six 
(06) posts for Expert Members are lying vacant 
in the Tribunal.
An advertisement for the vacant posts of 
Expert Members, NGT was published in 
the National Dailies on 24.11.2020. The 
applications received were processed and 
the recommendations of the Search-cum-
Selection Committee were forwarded to the 
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 
(ACC) for consideration on 30.09.2021. The 
Ministry has received the approval of the 
ACC on 28.12.2021 for three (03) candidates. 
The appointment letters to the 03 candidates 
approved by the ACC have been issued. 
An advertisement for filling up of five (05) 
vacant posts of Judicial Members in the NGT 
was published in the National Dailies on 
06.10.2021. The Ministry has received the 
nomination of the Chairperson for Search-
Cum-Selection-Committee (SCSC) from the 
Hon’ble Chief Justice of India. The processing 
of applications by SCSC is underway.
Legal Monitoring Cell (LMC)- A Legal 
Monitoring Cell set up in the Policy & Law 
Division monitors the progress of court cases 
and also acts as an effective coordinator with 
various Divisions of the Ministry regarding 
court cases. The total no. of cases in which the 
Ministry is a Party, as on 30.12.2021, are 2,219 
in matters pending before the Supreme Court 
of India, High Courts, National Green Tribunal 
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(all Benches), Central Administrative Tribunal, 
etc.
Eco-labelling Scheme
The Ecomark Scheme was launched by the 
MoEF&CC in 1991 vide G.S.R. 85(E) dated 
21.02.1991. It is an important tool for the 
consumers to pursue sustainable consumption 
patterns as well as for the industry to 
implement an environment-friendly processes 
or production methods. The logo for the 
Ecomark scheme “An Earthen Pot” symbolizes 
that the product which carries it does the least 
damage to the environment. 
The 18 member Steering Committee headed 
by Secretary (EF&CC) was constituted vide 
Order No. 23(1)/91-PL dated 06.03.1991. 
The composition of the Steering Committee 
was substituted twice by Resolution dated 
25.04.2013 and 19.12.2016.
A Technical Committee was set up in the Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) chaired by 
Chairman (CPCB) vide Ministry’s Order dated 
06.03.1991 to identify the specific products 
to be selected and the individual criteria to 
be adopted. The Technical Committee was 
reconstituted vide Ministry’s order dated 
17.01.2017. Ecomark Scheme is administered 
by BIS under the BIS Act, 1986 with support of 
the CPCB to assess and certify the products. The 
products are required to adhere to compulsory 
quality standards specified by the BIS, as a pre-
requisite to Eco-labelling. 
Mechanism of the Scheme: There are three 
stages leading to the award of the Ecomark.
Steering Committee (MoEF&CC):
• 	 Decides the product categories
• 	 Formulates the strategies for promotion, 

future development and improvement of 

the Scheme.
• 	 Notifies the criteria in the Gazette of India
Technical Committee (CPCB):
• 	 Identifies the specific product
• 	 Determines the individual criteria for the 

Ecomark
• 	 Recommends to the Steering Committee 

for notification 
Administration:
BIS implements the Scheme.
Role of the BIS:
•	 Translates notified criteria into Indian 

Standards;
•	 Assess and certify the product for award of 

the Ecomark;
•	 Review suspend or cancel a licence, for the 

use of the Ecomark;
•	 Mark inspections, and take such samples 

for analysis of any material or substances 
as may be necessary to see whether any 
article or product in relation to which 
the Ecomark has been used, conforms to 
the contract or whether the Ecomark is 
improperly used in relation to any article 
or process with or without a licence;

•	 BIS grants licences under the Ecomark 
Scheme and awards the Ecomark to 
products that conform to additional 
requirements specified in the Indian 
Standards.

Under this Scheme, the Government of 
India has notified the final criteria for 
17 product categories (1992-2018) like 
Soaps and Detergents; Paper; Food Items; 
Lubricating oils; Packaging materials/ Package; 
Architectural Paints and Powder Coatings; 
Batteries; Electrical and electronic goods; 
Food Additives; Wood Substitutes; Cosmetics; 
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Aerosols and Propellants; Plastic Products; 
Textiles; Fire-extinguisher; Leather; and Coir & 
Coir Products. The 17 product categories have 
further 332 standards. There are 52 functional 
Ecomark licenses. Ecomark products also carry 
the ISI Mark (except for leather & textile, for 
which there are exclusive eco criteria).
A fresh proposal was submitted to the 
Chairman, CPCB requesting to constitute a 
Technical Sub-committee for the development 
of Ecomark criteria for products made out of 
Construction and Demolition (C&D) Waste on 
13.08.2020. The Technical Sub-committee was 
constituted by Technical Committee (CPCB) on 
25.11.2020. 
To move forward the Ecomark Scheme, 
to decide the products to be taken up for 
labelling as environment friendly and to 
formulate the strategies for the promotion 
and future development of the Scheme, the 
Division has been working with the UN-PAGE 
work package on Ecolabelling, in coordination 
with IC Division on strengthening the overall 
framework for Eco labelling in India, including 
assessment framework, institutional structure 
and refining the existing eco-label program for 
identified consumer products.

Review of various Acts/ Legislations 
implemented by the MoEF&CC- A review 
of the various Acts/ Legislations is being 
undertaken across Ministries/ Departments 
concerned and is being monitored by the 
Cabinet Secretariat, to give an impetus to 
investments by introducing structural reforms, 
wherever necessary.
The review of the Acts implemented by the 
MoEF&CC is being undertaken in order to assess 
and identify gaps and redundancies in light of 
modern-day environmental challenges and 
to suggest mechanism for better monitoring, 
compliance and enforcement of these Acts. 
The P&L Division had carried out the process 
of awarding the study to review the Acts in a 
transparent manner, by inviting expression 
of interest from reputed consulting agencies. 
The proposals received from the interested 
agencies were technically and financially 
evaluated and thereafter, the agency M/s J. 
Sagar Associates (JSA) has been awarded the 
study. Meetings/ interactions are being held 
on regular basis by the Working Group and 
Sub-Groups in the MoEF&CC for assistance 
and providing inputs to M/s JSA.

Budget Allocation of the Scheme during the F.Y. 2021-22:

BE  
2021-22

Total Budget Allocation 
43.00 Crores (Revenue)

61.00 Crores (Capital) to NGT 
Under Major Works 

MoEFCC   

18,55,70,000

 

NGT  
23,44,30,000

Grants-in-Aid 
(General) to LoEA 

and DTEPA

1,00,00,000
RE  
2021-22

Total Budget Allocation 
44.00 Crores (Revenue) 
0.01 Crores (Capital) to NGT 
under Major Works

MoEFCC

17,58,70,000

NGT

20,24,70,000

Grants-in-Aid 
(General) to LoEA 

and DTEPA

1,00,00,000
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11.1	 Climate Change
Brief introduction, objectives and functions of 
the Division:
Climate change is a global challenge and 
requires collective global action to avert and 
minimize the impacts of the climate change. 
The Government of India is committed to 
address challenges from climate change and 
making significant contributions to global 
climate actions. 

The National Action Plan on Climate Change 
(NAPCC) provides an overarching policy 
framework for climate actions in the country 
and outlines a number of steps towards 
achievement of India’s climate change related 
objectives of adaptation and mitigation.  
It comprises, inter alia, of eight national 
missions on climate change in specific areas 
of solar energy, enhanced energy efficiency, 
water, agriculture, Himalayan eco-system, 
sustainable habitat, green India and strategic 
knowledge on climate change. These Missions 
are institutionalized and implemented by their 
respective nodal Ministries. Out of these, 
five mission focus on adaptation in sectors 
like agriculture, water, sustainable Habitat, 
Himalayan Ecosystem, forestry and sustainable 
agriculture. States and Union Territories 
(UTs) are being supported in respect of their 
respective State Action Plans on Climate 
Change (SAPCC). Prepared in line with the 
strategy outlined in the NAPCC to address 
State specific actions, these SAPCCs, inter-alia 
indicates regional climate vulnerability and 
state level actionable strategies for mitigation 
and adaptation. 

In addition, Government has launched many 
schemes and programs to scale up India’s action 
on adaptation, and to support projects that 
builds climate resilience in the priority areas 
identified under the missions of NAPCC and 
SAPCCs. Appropriate measures are being taken 
under these schemes and programs across 
many sectors including water, agriculture, 
forest, energy and enterprise, sustainable 
mobility and housing, waste management, 
circular economy and resource efficiency, etc.

International efforts to address climate change 
are guided by the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and its two instruments, namely the Paris 
Agreement and the Kyoto Protocol. India is 
party to UNFCCC and it’s both the instruments. 

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC) is designated as 
the nodal Ministry for coordinating on the 
above mentioned India’s domestic as well 
international actions through its Climate Change 
Division. The Division through its NATCOM Cell 
is also responsible for undertaking specific 
studies and submit National Communications 
(NATCOMs) and the Biennial Update Reports 
(BURS) to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Important activities undertaken during the 
reference period (i.e. 1/1/2021-31/12/2021 
including celebrations for Azaadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsava
Progress/Achievements both cumulative and 
for the reference period including innovations.

During the year 2021, the Government took 
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various steps to intensify India’s efforts to 
address the challenge of climate change. Some 
of the key achievements of the year 2021 have 
been highlighted in the following sub-sections.

The Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, at the 
26th session of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (COP 26) 
held in Glasgow, United Kingdom, expressed 
to intensify India’s efforts to address the 
challenge of climate change by presenting to 
the world five nectar elements (Panchamrit) 
of climate action by India. One of these 

He also emphasized the need for climate justice 
and climate friendly lifestyles to safeguard 
future generations and the planet from the 
impacts of climate change. While highlight 
the role of sustainable lifestyles in addressing 
the challenges of climate change, he called 
for one-word mass movement i.e. ‘Lifestyle 
For Environment (LIFE)’. He called for coming 
together with collective participation, to 
take Lifestyle For Environment (LIFE) forward 
as a campaign and a mass movement of 
Environmental Conscious Life Style in a manner 
that revolutionize key economic sectors. He 
stated “What is needed today is Mindful and 
Deliberate Utilization, instead of Mindless 

elements is to achieve net zero emissions by 
2070 which presents vision for our long-term 
low greenhouse gas emission development 
strategies. 

These Panchamrit are being seen as an 
unprecedented contribution of India to climate 
action. Many nations in the world, multilateral 
institutions, experts, think tanks, and global 
media, among others, have applauded the 
five nectar elements (Panchamrit) of India’s 
climate action.

(Photo: Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi introduces India’s Panchamrit at COP 26 in Glasgow, United Kingdom.)

and Destructive Consumption.  India emerged 
on the world stage as a voice of developing 
countries and leading international initiatives 
to drive process of building an environmentally 
sustainable world.  

The year 2021 was also a critical year for climate 
negotiations as the 26th session of Conference 
of Parties (COP 26) to UNFCCC was convened 
in Glasgow City of Scotland in the United 
Kingdom from 31st October to 13th November 
2021. An inter-ministerial delegation led by 
Hon’ble Minister for Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change represented India at COP-26.  
The participating countries concluded the 
work on the Paris Rule Book and the road has 
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now been laid for fully operationalizing the 
implementation phase of the Paris Agreement. 
India successfully articulated its positions 

India submitted its 3rd Biennial Update Report 
(BUR) to UNFCCC in February, 2021. At COP 
26, India made a presentation on 3rd BUR 
under the Facilitative Sharing of Views (FSV) 
process. Through this, India showcased, to 
the global community, the key achievements 
under its domestic climate action, including 
the achievement of 24% reduction in emission 
intensity of its Gross Domestic Product over the 
period of 2005-2016. The clarifications sought 
by participating countries were adequately 
responded to during the session.

India, towards its obligations under the Paris 
Agreement, has submitted its Nationally 
Determined Contribution (NDC) comprising of 
eight contributions for 2021-2030. The three 
quantitative contributions are: (i) to reduce the 
emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35 percent 
by 2030 from 2005 level, (ii) to achieve about 
40 percent cumulative electric power installed 
capacity from non-fossil fuel based energy 
resources by 2030 with the help of transfer of 

and interests in the decisions adopted by all 
countries at COP-26.  

(Photo: Hon’ble Union Minister for EFCC Shri Bhupender Yadav participating at COP 26, Glasgow, United Kingdom.)

technology and low cost international finance, 
(iii) to create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 
to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent through 
additional forest and tree cover by 2030. The 
other targets pertain to sustainable lifestyles; 
climate friendly growth path; climate change 
adaptation; mobilisation of climate change 
finance; capacity building and technology. 
In this context, India’s current share of non-
fossil sources based installed capacity of 
electricity generation become more than 40% 
in November, 2021. Installed capacity of solar 
energy in India has increased by more than 18 
times from 2.63 GW in March 2014 to 48.56 
GW in November 2021.

The work related to revision of eight missions 
under NAPCC, except National Mission on 
Sustainable Habitat (NMSH), National Water 
Mission (NWM) was concluded in the Ministry. 
The Government also initiated work related to 
inclusion of two new missions under NAPCC 
i.e. Mission on Sustainable Transport and 
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the National Coastal Mission. Also, India has 
announced National Hydrogen Mission on 15th 

August 2021. 

Green Climate Fund (GCF) is the operating entity 
of the financial mechanism of the UNFCCC. 
It aims to deliver a 50:50 balance between 
mitigation and adaptation allocations in its 
portfolio. So far, four (04) projects have been 
approved to India with USD 314.82 million of 
GCF funding. The total value of these four (04) 
projects is 1491.07million USD to address both 
adaptation measures and mitigation action.

The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) 
has been a flagship programme addressing 
climate change mitigation and simultaneously 
giving an opportunity to developing countries 
in meeting their sustainable development 
objectives. Government of India has constituted 
the National CDM Authority (NCDMA) with 
Secretary, Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change as the Chairman. As on 20 December, 
2021, 1686 out of total 7849 projects registered 
by the CDM Executive Board are from India, 
which is the second highest in the world. 
Certified Emission Reductions (CERs) issued 
to Indian projects is 265 million (12.4%) of the 
total 2131 million CERs issued.

Carbon-neutral development of Ladakh is a 
holistic vision of development that also takes 
into account climate change and its impacts. All 
sectoral ministries of the central government 
are working in association with the UT and 
thereby contributing to the development of 
carbon-neutral Ladakh as their joint endeavour. 
A draft Vision document embodying robust 
greenhouse gas inventory, corresponding 

mitigation measures and unique ecology of 
Ladakh has been readied by MoEF&CC. 

Government has launched the “India Climate 
Change Knowledge Portal” to address the 
climate change issues. The web portal link 
is https://www.cckpindia.nic.in/. The portal 
contains information regarding, inter alia, India’s 
climate profile, National policy framework, 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), 
mitigation and adaptation actions, etc. The 
main objective of the Portal is to disseminate 
information among citizens about the 
Government’s steps to combat climate change.

Continuing committees/commissions-their 
work during the year and present position

Ministry has constituted inter-ministerial 
Apex Committee for Implementation of Paris 
Agreement (AIPA) vide notification dated 27th 

November, 2020. The AIPA in the Ministry met 
twice; first on 24th March 2021 and thereafter 
on 30th November 2021, in order to generate a 
coordinated response on India’s climate action. 
The meetings of the Executive Committee on 
Climate Change were also held to take stock of 
missions under the NAPCC. 

Important Conferences organized in India 
or international conferences- nature 
of participation, subjects discussed, 
implementation-action taken.

India and the U.S. have launched the “Climate 
Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue 
(CAFMD)” on 13th September 2021. The CAFMD 
is one of the two tracks of the India-U.S. Climate 
and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 partnership 
launched at the Leaders’ Summit on Climate 
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in April 2021, by the Prime Minister of India 
and President of United States. The Dialogue 
will strengthen India-US bilateral cooperation 
on climate and environment and will help in 
mobilizing finance to speed the clean energy 

India and UK has partnered a number of global 
climate initiatives namely the International 
Solar Alliance, Coalition Disaster Resilient 
Infrastructure (CDRI), leadership Group for 
Industry Transition (LeadIT Group), Call for 
Action on Adaptation and Resilience, and 
Mission Innovation.

At the first Quad Leader’s Summit held on 12 
March 2021, Quad Leaders announced the 
setting up of a Quad Climate Working Group 
to strengthen climate actions globally on 
mitigation, adaptation, resilience, technology, 

transition and to demonstrate how the world 
can align swift climate action with inclusive 
and resilient economic development, taking 
into account national circumstances and 
sustainable development priorities.

(Photo: Launch of CAFMD under India-US Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership)

capacity-building, and climate finance. India 
is one of the member countries of the Quad 
Climate Working Group. The Quad Climate 
Working Group has organized its work according 
to three core themes, 1) Climate Ambition, 2) 
Clean Energy Innovation and Deployment, 3) 
Adaptation, Resilience and Preparedness.

India hosted the 30th BASIC (Brazil, South 
Africa, India and China) Ministerial meeting on 
7- 8 April, 2021 and released BASIC Ministerial 
declaration on climate change.
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(Photo: 30th BASIC Ministerial Meeting on Climate Change organised virtually on April 7 and April 8, 2021 was hosted by India)

MEAs, Agreement with countries, 
international organizations, compliance.

Same as (f) above. 

List of major publications brought out- brief 
purpose of each, wherever necessary.

At United Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP-26) held in Glasgow, United Kingdom, a 
book titled “The Climate Climb: India’s strategy, 
actions and achievements” was shared with 
global community. 

This book has been conceptualised to share 
the strategic approach, urgency, and scale at 
which India is tackling global warming and its 
consequences.  It highlights India’s tremendous 
and steadfast commitment in tackling climate 
change and its ramifications. The book is 
organised with a focus on our overarching 
initiatives as well as actions and achievements 
in key sectors. The key sectors include energy 

and enterprise, sustainable mobility, waste 
and circular economy and water, forests and 
agriculture. The impact of climate change on 
each of them and the multiple national as well 
as international level programs that India has 
initiated to address challenges in these sectors 
have been presented. It provides a glimpse 
of what we have undertaken and achieved as 
part of our overall sustainable development 
strategy. 

2.	 Name of the Scheme/Programme and its 
objectives: Input, Output and Outcome 
variables of the program

Climate Change Action Plan : The objective 
of the plan to advance India’s development 
and climate change  targets through effective 
implementation of eight Missions under  
National Action Plan on Climate Change 
(NAPCC).
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National Adaptation Fund  - The objective of the 
programme is to provide financial assistance to 
the  States / UTs as Grants-in-aid for increasing 
resilience and adaptive capacity of vulnerable 
areas and ecosystems against climate change 
impacts as well as livelihood and source of 
income of vulnerable people in targeted areas. 

a. Progress/Achievements both cumulative 
and for the reference period.

Under Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP), 
two Research programmes viz. National 
Carbonaceous Aerosols Programme (NCAP) 
a multi-institutional programme being 
implemented by a consortium of 17 institutions 
led by IIT Bombay and Long Term Ecological 
Observatories (LTEO) which required All India 
Coordination are under implementation.

Under National Adaptation Fund for Climate 
Change (NAFCC), 30 projects in 27 States/
Union Territories have been approved so far.  In 
the mean while, one project titled ‘Scaling-up 
Resilient Agriculture Practices towards Climate 
Smart Villages’ in Haryana has been closed 
and the remaining 29 are in various stages of 
implementation.

Both the projects have undergone Third Party 
Evaluation done by independent agency and 
recommended for continuation for another 
five years from 2021-2022 to 2025-2026 based 
on the performances.

3. Grant-in-aid released to Institutions/
organisations including NGOs.

The Government is implementing the National 
Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC). 
Under NAFCC, 30 projects in 27 States/UTs have 
been sanctioned for adaptation in agriculture, 

water, forestry, etc.     Presently, 29 projects 
are under implementation due to closure of 
project titled ‘Scaling-up Resilient Agriculture 
Practices towards Climate Smart Villages’ in 
Haryana.   The actions under these projects 
were further strengthened by providing due 
finance to the eligible States and UTs.   The 
Government is also implementing the Climate 
Change Action Plan (CCAP).   

11.2	 Ozone Layer Protection
The stratospheric ozone layer is present from 
10 to 50 kms above the Earth’s surface. The 
stratospheric ozone layer acts as a shield and 
protects us from harmful ultraviolet-B (UV- 
B) radiation from the sun. Ozone Depleting 
Substances (ODSs) such as Chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs), Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs), 
Halon, Carbon Tetrachloride (CTC), Methyl 
Bromide, Bromofluoromethane (BFM) 
etc. depletes the ozone layer. Depletion of 
Stratospheric Ozone Layer has the potential to 
cause skin cancer, eye cataract, suppress body’s 
immune system, decrease crop yield etc., which 
led to the adoption of the Vienna Convention 
for the Protection of the Ozone Layer in 1985 
and the Montreal Protocol on Substances 
that Deplete the Ozone Layer in 1987. The 
Montreal Protocol has been recognized as the 
most successful international environmental 
treaty in history enjoying universal ratification 
from all the 198 United Nations Member 
countries and has led to phase out of 98 % of 
ODSs globally.

The MoEF&CC has set up the Ozone Cell     as 
a National Ozone Unit (NOU) to render 
necessary services for effective and timely 



Annual Report 2021-22

289

implementation of the provisions of the 
Montreal Protocol and its ODSs phase-out 
program in India. The Ministry has constituted 
an Empowered Steering Committee (ESC) 
under the Chairpersonship of the Secretary 
(EF&CC) for overall implementation of the 
provisions of the Montreal Protocol in the 
country.

In order to comply with the requirements 
of the Montreal Protocol, the Ministry had 
brought out comprehensive Ozone Depleting 
Substances (Regulation and Control) Rules, 
2000 under the Environment (Protection) Act, 
1986 for phasing out various ODSs. The ODS 
Rules have been amended in 2001, 2003, 2004,

2005, 2007, 2014 and 2019, to implement ODS 
phase-out activities in the country.

Celebrations for Azaadi ka Amrit Mahotsava 
(AKAM)
On the occasion of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 
week celebrated from 4th to 8th October, 2021 
by the MoEF&CC, the Ozone Cell, has shared 
the awareness material including videos, 
manual, games for school children relating to 
ozone layer protection to various stakeholders 
including industry, industry associations, 
Environmental Information System (ENVIS) 
centres throughout the country, implementing 
agencies, Pollution Control Board etc.

Ratification of Kigali Amendment to the 
Montreal Protocol for phase down of 
Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) by India
The 28th Meeting of the Parties (MOP) to 
the Montreal Protocol on 15th October 2016 
in Kigali, Rwanda, agreed to phase down 
Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) and approved a 

timeline for their gradual reduction by 80-85 
per cent by the late 2040s. This agreement 
for phase down of HFCs is called the Kigali 
Amendment to the Montreal Protocol. As 
per the Kigali Amendment, to the Montreal 
Protocol, India will complete its phase down 
of HFCs in 4 steps from 2032 onwards with 
cumulative reduction of 85% of production 
and consumption of HFCs by 2047.

The Union Cabinet in its meeting held on 18th 
August 2021 approved the proposal of the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEF&CC) for Ratification of Kigali 
Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on 
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer 
for phase-down of HFCs by India. It was also 
decided that a National strategy for phase 
down of HFCs will be developed by 2023 after 
required consultation with all the industry 
stakeholders.

Pursuant to the Cabinet decision, the 
instrument of Ratification was deposited by 
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) on 27th 

September 2021, which shall be the date of 
Ratification by India and the Kigali Amendment 
will enter into force for India on 27th December 
2021 (90th day of the deposit of the ratification 
instrument with the depositary).

A Proposal seeking funding from the MLF for the 
Implementation of enabling activities for phase 
down of HFCs under the Kigali Amendment to 
the Montreal Protocol has been submitted 
through UNEP as the implementing agency, 
to the MLF Secretariat for placing before the 
88th meeting of the Ex-Com of the MLF held in 
November 2021.   The proposal includes the 
following components: 
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I.	 Development of a national strategy 
including policy framework for the 
implementation of the Kigali Amendment.

II.	 Establishing a framework for Implementing 
licensing, quota system and reporting 
obligations.

III.	 Outreach and awareness raising. 

India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP)
India is the first country in world to develop a 
Cooling Action Plan, which addresses cooling 
requirement across sectors and lists out actions 
which can help reduce the cooling demand. 
The ICAP aims to reduce both direct and 
indirect emissions. The thrust of the ICAP is to 
look for synergies in actions for securing both 
environmental and socio-economic benefits.  
The ICAP has been appreciated internationally 
as an important policy initiative which has 
the potential to provide socio-economic and 
environmental benefits related to reduced 
refrigerant use, climate change mitigation 
and Sustainable Development Goals. Many 
countries are now involved in development 
of cooling action plans keeping in view the 
significant environmental benefits and the 
fulfilment of Sustainable Development Goals.

Towards operationalizing the 
recommendations, thematic working groups 
have been constituted which includes   Space 
Cooling in Buildings for developing an action 
plan for implementing the recommendations 
through mapping   available, anticipating 
technology options for promoting energy 
efficiency and reducing   cooling demand 
along with technical and economic viability, 

identifying interventions required for 
synergizing with on-going programmes and 
schemes of the  Government  of India including 
identifying the required policy and regulatory 
interventions.

The thematic group on space cooling in 
buildings, has come out with a list of action 
points, to be implemented by various 
agencies in it’s 6 meetings. The action points 
have been identified after mapping of the 
recommendations given in the ICAP with the 
on-going government programmes/schemes 
handled by different ministries/departments/ 
agencies of the Government. 

The publication on the Action points for 
implementation of the recommendations for 
Space Cooling in Buildings was launched on 
the World Ozone Day held on 16th September, 
2021 and widely disseminated.  

Implementation of Hydrochlorofluorocarbons 
(HCFC) Phase-out Management Plan (HPMP) 
Stage II
The HCFC Phase out Management Plan (HPMP) 
Stage-II project for India has been approved 
by the Executive Committee (Ex-Com) of 
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the Multilateral Fund (MLF) during its 77th 
meeting held in December 2016. The HPMP 
Stage-II would address phase-out of HCFCs in 
various sub-sectors of foam manufacturing, 
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning (RAC) 
manufacturing and RAC servicing sector.

Under HPMP Stage-II project, 160 enterprises 
including large number of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)have participated 
for technology conversion from HCFC-141b to 
non- ODS and low-Global Warming Potential 
(GWP) technologies in foam sector. Similarly, 4 
enterprises in RAC manufacturing sector have 
been participating for conversion from HCFC-
22 to HFC-32 technology.

A separate notification S. O. No. 4724 (E) dated 
31st December, 2019, amending the Ozone 
Depleting Substances (Regulation and Control) 
Rules, 2000, was published in the Gazette of 
India inter alia prohibiting the issuance of 
import license for HCFC-141b from 1st January, 
2020. HCFC 141 b is one of the most potent 
chemical involved in stratospheric ozone 
depletion after the CFCs. 

In addition to the amendment to the Ozone 
Depleting Substances (Regulation and Control) 

Rules during 2019, the DGFT, Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry amended the import 
policy to ban the import of HCFC 141b in the 
country.

In a significant first, amongst the Article 5 
parties (developing countries) under the 
Montreal Protocol, India has been able to 
achieve the complete phase out of HCFC 141 
b in the foam manufacturing sector, as part of 
implementation of HPMP Stage II.

 

In the foam manufacturing sector, 133 out 
of the 160 participating enterprises have 
completed the technology conversion activities 
and have shifted to non HCFC and low GWP 
alternatives. In the RAC manufacturing sector, 
3 enterprises have completed the technology 
conversion activities and have shifted to 
Hydrofluorocarbon (HFC)-32 technology.

HCFC Reductions through HPMP Stage-II
The required level of reduction in HCFCs 
consumption for the year 2020 as per the 
target under the Protocol and the allowable 
consumption of HCFCs for India from 2017 to 
2023, as per the approved HPMP-II is given in 
table below:

S. 
No.

Particulars 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

1 Montreal

Protocol 
Reduction 
Schedule 
(ODPtons)

1447.38

90% of 
baseline

1447.38

90% of 
baseline

1447.38

90% of 
baseline

1447.38

90% of 
baseline

1045.33

65% of 
baseline

1045.33

65% of 
baseline

1045.33

65% of 
baseline

1045.33

65% of 
baseline
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In line with the accelerated phase out schedule 
of the Montreal Protocol for HCFCs, against the 
target of 35% reduction in the production and 
consumption of HCFCs from the baseline, India 
has successfully achieved the reduction in the 
consumption and production of HCFCs by 44% 
from the baseline.

The production and consumption of HCFCs 
for the controlled uses for the year 2020 were 
very much lower than compliance target under 
the Montreal Protocol. Hence, the country was 
in compliance with respect to the obligation 
under the Montreal Protocol.

Enabling Activities under HPMP Stage-II
Ozone Cell, MoEF&CC, in association with 
the UN Environment (UNEP) has been 
implementing the enabling components 
(Capacity Building and Awareness creation) 
of HPMP Stage-II. The following activities 
have been undertaken as part of the enabling 
activities under HPMP Stage-II.

a.	 Energy Efficiency in RAC Service Sector 
Practices 

Ozone Cell, MoEF&CC in association with 
Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) is 

S. 
No.

Particulars 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

2 Maximum 
allowable 
consumptionas 
per HPMP-II 
(ODP tons)

1447.38

90% of 
baseline

1447.38

90% of 
baseline

1433.63

89.15% 
of

baseline

1103.85

68.64%

of 
baseline

832.32

51.75%

of 
baseline

799.76

49.73% 
of

baseline

698.82

43.45% 
of

baseline

643.28

40% of 
baseline

3 Reductions 
Required (ODP 
ton)

— — 13.75 329.78 271.53 32.50 100.94 55.54

implementing the activities related to energy 
efficiency in Refrigeration and Air-conditioning 
(RAC) Service sector.   The activities includes 
development, publishing and dissemination 
of awareness material on linkage of energy 
efficiency and servicing practices for RAC 
products to promote energy efficiency impacts 
of RAC products amongst the end-users and 
service technicians.

b.	 Studies on key issues relating to Montreal 
Protocol implementation

Following study reports have been published 
and released on 16th September 2021 on 
the World Ozone Day and were widely 
disseminated:
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I.	 Application of non-ODS and low-Global 
Warming Potential (GWP) alternatives 
in Cold Chain Sector in India by M/s 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers Ltd. 

II.	 Public Procurement Policies for RAC 
Equipment Using Non-ODS based 
refrigerants by The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI).

Release of awareness materials / publications by Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Hon’ble Minister of State for Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change on the occasion of the World Ozone Day held on 16th September, 2021 at New Delhi, India (virtually) 

•	 The following studies are in progress:

I.	 Service sector enterprises/ technicians 
in RAC sector by NTPC School of 
Business.

II.	 Simulation study being conducted by 
Indian institute of Technology (IIT), 

Delhi for development of national 
standards for low-GWP Refrigerants by 
Bureau of Indian Standard (BIS).

Preparation of HPMP Stage-III
The proposal for funding request for preparation 
of HPMP Stage-III has been submitted to the 
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Multilateral Fund (MLF)   for placing before 
the Ex-Com during its 87th meeting held in 
June 2021. The Ex-Com of the MLF in its 87th 

meeting approved the project preparation 
funding of US$450,000 plus implementing 
agency support costs for preparation of Stage-
III of HPMP for India.

To oversee the preparation of HPMP Stage-III, 
a Committee under the Chairmanship of Joint 
Secretary (Ozone Cell) MoEF&CC comprising 
members from the nodal line Ministries/
departments has been constituted.

CAPACITY BUILDING
Under the capacity building program the 
following activities are being undertaken by 
Ozone Cell, MoEF&CC in close cooperation 
with the various Ministries/ Departments:

Upskilling air-conditioner service technicians 
under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal  Vikas Yojana

The Ozone Cell, MoEF&CC had developed a 
project jointly with the Electronic Sector Skill 
Council of India (ESSCI) for upskilling and 
certifying 100,000 RAC service technicians 
under the Skill India Mission - Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal VikasYojana(PMKVY) of Ministry of Skill 
development. The up-skilling and certification 
of technicians under PMKVY will have twin 
benefits of significant environmental benefits 
and a positive influence on the livelihoods of 
technicians.

Thirty   eight thousand eight hundred eighty 
six Service Technicians have been up-skilled 
and certified under phase I and II as part 
of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between the Ministries of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change and Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship.

•	 Competency Enhancement of System 
Houses and Micro, Small and Medium 
enterprises in foam manufacturing sector

	 A MoA has been signed between the 
Central Institute of Plastics Engineering 
& Technology (CIPET) and the Ozone 
Cell, MoEF&CC to develop Competency 
Enhancement framework and facilities for 
System Houses and foam manufacturing 
enterprises especially MSMEs participating 
in HPMP Stage-II. The agreement between 
CIPET and Ozone Cell, MoEF&CC shall 
facilitate the smooth and sustainable 
phase-out of HCFC-141b in the foam 
manufacturing sector of the country by 
1.1.2020.

	 A Technical Assistance facility has been 
established and operationalized in 2020 
at Laboratory for Advanced Research 
in Polymeric Materials (LARPM) CIPET, 
Bhubaneshwar for providing training and 
testing facilities to System Houses and 
foam manufacturing enterprises covered 
under HPMP stage II. The technical 
assistance facility at CIPET would assist 
in (i) customizing trials, (ii) evaluation, 
testing, (iii) modification/validation of non-
HCFC formulations for applications, and 
(iv) technical resources and training center. 
CIPET has been continuously assisting 
enterprises for stabilizing alternative 
technologies. The assisted enterprises 
have been able to move toward adoption 
of alternatives at commercial scale.

	 A total of 5 stakeholder workshops have 
been organized by CIPET on “Alternative 
Technologies to HCFC-141b in Foam 
Manufacturing Sector”. The main objective 
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of the workshop was to make aware the 
foam manufacturing enterprises about the 
HCFC free alternative technologies and 

the process of technology conversion. This 
also included hands-on training session for 
enterprises.

High Pressure PU Foam Processing Unit with Moulds established at Laboratory for Advanced Research in 
Polymeric Materials (LARPM) CIPET, Bhubaneshwar

Capacity Building of Enforcement 
Department/Agencies
Under the enabling component of HPMP 
Stage-II, activities relating to the policy 
and enforcement component are being 
implemented in association with the National 
Academy of Customs Indirect Taxes and 
Narcotics (NACIN), the apex institute of 
Government of India for capacity building 
by imparting training in the field of indirect 
taxes, drug laws and environment protection, 
through a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) 
between the PMU, Ozone Cell and NACIN. As 
part of the implementation, online refresher 
course was held on 2nd February, 2021 for 
trainers trained under HPMP Stage-I, to enable 

trainers for taking session in future as trainers 
under HPMP Stage-II.

Supervisory Officers Workshop were held 
on 23rd to 24th March, 2021 at NACIN 
Hyderabad and 26th to 27th August, 2021 at 
NACIN, Delhi including practical hands-on-
session on identification of Refrigerants. The 
training programme includes sensitizing field 
customs formations regarding prohibition of 
its import of HCFC-141b in the country and 
towards enforcing import ban on HCFC-141b 
starting from 1.1.2020, a special module was 
introduced in customs trainings. A Country 
handbook on the national regulations for 
Monitoring and controlling production and 
use of ODSs in India was updated by NACIN in 
consultation with Ozone Cell, MoEF&CC.
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AWARENESS CREATION AND CONSULTATION 
ACTIVITIES/ MEETINGS
The following activities have been undertaken 
for awareness creation to ensure that the 
industries and public at large are aware 
about the ill effects of ozone depletion, and 
undertake necessary ODS phase- out activities 
and support the policies to protect the ozone 
layer: 

i.	 Publication of 23rd edition of booklet Titled 
” The Montreal Protocol : India’s Success 
Story” which apart from the evolution 
of Montreal Protocol gives the various 
initiatives taken by the Government of 
India to fulfill the obligation of the Montreal 
Protocol.

ii.	 Under enabling component of HPMP 
Stage-II, awareness material comprising 
the following was designed, developed 
and disseminated to service technicians 
throughout the country through the 
training programmes organized by GIZ:

•	 18,000 Posters on “Good Service 
Practices for Room Air-Conditioners” 
and “Copper Tube operations” as part 
of Good Service Practices.

•	 30,000 flyers containing information 
on how to become an environmental-
friendly service technician.

•	 20,000 multi-color stickers on Good 
Service Practices for Room Air-
Conditioners for awareness generation 
for RAC dealer’s consumers.

•	 700 copies of pocket handbook “Quick 

guide” on good servicing practices on 
handling flammable refrigerants.

•	 A booklet on Good Servicing Practices 
for energy efficient operation of Room 
Air-conditioners was developed and 
released on 16th September, 2021 
during the World Ozone Day.

iii.	 Short video film on phasing out of Ozone 
Depleting Substance in India highlighting 
India’s achievement in phasing out of HCFC-
141b completely from the foam sector in 
India.

iv.	 School Poster making competition was 
organized to raise awareness among 
children.

v.	 Ozone Cell has made available awareness 
creation material to the public on its 
website. Instructional training videos for 
RAC service technicians in 6 different 
languages have been made.

vi.	 Ozone Cell has set up YouTube channel, 
Facebook and Twitter pages for awareness 
creation on ozone layer.

vii.	 Separate QR codes have been generated 
for the instructional videos for wider 
dissemination through print medium.

viii.	Pamphlets and information material was 
brought out and disseminated.

ix.	 In a large exercise to provide contemporary 
update relevant material related to 
Refrigeration and air-conditioning servicing 
the publications brought out by Ozone Cell 
were sent to Government run Industrial 
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Training Institutes (ITIs) across the country 
which have RAC trade vocational training.

x.	 Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), 
State Pollution Control Board’s (SPCB’s) 
and other State Government departments 
are being regularly updated/ informed 
about the ODS phase-out programme 
being implemented in the country.

xi.	 Meeting of the Standing Committee 
on Monitoring was held under the 
Chairmanship Chairman, Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB), in which the Article7 
and Country Program Progress Report 
(CPPR) data were recommended for 
approval.

xii.	 To oversee the implementation of 
HPMP Stage II meeting of the Project 
Steering Committee were convened with 
UNDP, UNEP and GIZ which is the lead 
implementing agencies for HPMP Stage II.

xiii.	Meetings of Production Quota was held for 
distribution of production quota of HCFC 
22 for non-feedstock applications.

xiv.	Several consultative meetings were 
organized on a regular basis for interaction 
with industry, Government departments 
etc., on issues relating to Montreal Protocol 
Implementation.

xv.	 Meeting was held with the officials of 
Electronics Skill Sector Council of India on 
the Project for upskilling and certifying 
100,000 RAC service technicians under the 
Skill India Mission.

xvi.	Training, workshops were organized across 
the country for RAC servicing technicians 
by GIZ, Government of Germany as part of 
the activities in the RAC Servicing Sector.

xvii.Under enabling component of HPMP 
Stage-II ten workshops for RAC dealers 
and other relevant Stakeholders via Video 
conference were held in collaboration with 
EESL.

xviii.Several meetings of thematic workings on 
India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) were held 
for implementing the recommendations of 
ICAP.

xix.	Four meetings of the Working Group of 
the Standing Committee on Monitoring 
were held to discuss applications related 
to use/ manufacture of Ozone Depleting 
Substances (ODSs) for feedstock uses, 
inter alia including qualifying process as 
feedstock use.

xx.	 A knowledge sharing session with the key 
domestic and international Air-conditioning 
(AC) manufacturers in the country through 
virtual mode was under the Chairmanship 
of Additional Secretary, MoEF&CC.

xxi.	The Indian delegation actively participated 
in the Montreal Protocol meeting during 
the year 2021:

a.	 86th Intersessional Approval Process 
meeting of the Ex-Com of the MLF held 
from 8th to 12th March, 2021.

b.	 4th Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Parties to the Montreal Protocol on 
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Substances that Deplete the Ozone 
Layer held on 21st May, 2021.

c.	 87th meeting of the Ex-Com ofthe MLF 
was held from 15th June 2021 to 2nd July, 
2021.

d.	 43rd meeting of the Open-ended 
Working Group of the Parties to the 
Montreal Protocol on Substances that 
Deplete the Ozone Layer held from 12th 
to 16th July, 2021.

e.	 Combined 12th meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Vienna 
Convention for the Protection of the 
Ozone Layer (part II) and 33rd Meeting 
of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol 
on Substances that Deplete the Ozone 
Layer held from 23rd to 29th October, 
2021.

f.	 88th meeting of the Ex-Com oft he MLF 

was held from 15th to 19th November, 
2021.

Activities related to the implementation of 
ODS Rules, 2000 and its amendments and 
Montreal Protocol

Activities related to the implementation of ODS 
Rules, 2000 and its amendments were carried 
out inter alia including registration, Regulation 
of export/import, issuance of production 
quota, monitoring and reporting.

The statutory reporting under the Montreal 
Protocol under Article 7 has been completed 
and the Country Program Progress Report 
(CPPR) submitted to the Secretariat of the 
Multilateral Fund for the implementation 
of the Montreal Protocol. The compiled 
data submitted under Article 7 and Country 
Programme Progress Report (CPPR) for the 
year 2020 is as follows:

ODS Production* 
(MT)

Export** 
(MT)

Import*** 
(MT)

Feedstock* 
(MT)

Consumption as 
per definition#

ODS (MT)

CFC-11 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

CFC-12 0.000   0.000   0.000 0.000 0.000

CFC-1131   0.000 0.000 0.332 0.332 0.000

Total 0.000 0.000   0.332 0.332 0.000

CTC1 22985.686 0.000 2700.00 22985.686 0.000

Total 22985.686 0.000 2700.00 22985.686 0.000

Halon -12112 0.000 0.000 3.5002 0.000 0.000

Halon -13011&2 201.0471 201.289a 3.9602 201.047b 0.000

Halon -24022 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
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1 	 For feedstock

2  	 Recycled/ Recovered halon

3 	 for Pre-shipment & Quarantine        

a 	 Total Export of Halon-1301 is 201.289 MT out of which 200 MT exported for feedstock and 1.289 MT exported for 
recycled/recovered

b 	 Total production for feedstock of Halon-1301 is 201.047 out of which 200 MT exported for feedstock, 0.242 MT 
destructed and 0.805 MT is used within the country for feedstock

c 	 Including 179.550 MT exported to Japan for feedstock

d 	 Total production for feedstock of HCFC-22 is 39379.253 MT out of which 179.550 MT exported and 39199.703 MT 
is used within the country for feedstock

Sources

*	 Producers

**	 Producer/Consumer/Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics

*** 	 Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics

# 	 As per the definition under the Montreal Protocol Consumption for controlled use= Production (for controlled 
use)+ Import(for controlled use)-Export (for controlled use)

ODS Production* 
(MT)

Export** 
(MT)

Import*** 
(MT)

Feedstock* 
(MT)

Consumption as 
per definition#

ODS (MT)

Total 201.0471 201.289a 7.4602 201.047b 0.000

Methyl Bromide3 4129.043 2024.950 0.000 0.000 2104.093

Total 4129.043 2024.950  0.000 0.000 2104.093

HCFC-22 64012.590  19408.697c 0.000 39199.703d 5404.19

HCFC-123 0.000 0.000 12.993 0.000 12.993

HCFC-142b1 0.000 0.000 1360 1360 0.000

HCFC-141b 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

HCFC-133A1 0.000 0.000 108 108 0.000

HCFC-225 ca/cb1 0.000 0.000 2.987 2.987 0.000

Total 64012.590 19408.697c 1483.98 40670.69 5417.183

Bromofluoro-
methane1

0.3941 0.3941 
(Producer)

0.964 0.3941

(exported)

0.000

Total 0.3941 0.3941 0.964 0.3941 0.000
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 11.3	 Desertification Cell
Introduction
Desertification Cell plans, coordinates and 
collaborates activities for restoration of 
degraded land and for the achievement of 
Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) in India.

The Division is-

•	 The focal point addressing the issues 
pertaining to the United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification(UNCCD), which 
was ratified by India on 17th December 1996

•	 Co-ordination division for National State 
Environment Report for information 
pertaining to land Degradation Status.

•	 Co-ordination division for SDG 15.3 (By 
2030, combat desertification, restore 
degraded land and soil, including land 
affected     by     desertification,     drought 
and floods, and strive to achieve a land 
degradation-neutral world) in the Ministry

Functions
a.	 To work in co-ordination with the Climate 

Change, Bio-diversity and Forestry wing of 
this Ministry for ensuring sustainable land 
management;

b.	 Strengthen India’s position on different 
issues related to UNCCD by participating 
in COP, inter-governmental working 
group meetings, G-20 meetings, scientific 
conferences and other important events 
organised by the UNCD Secretariat.

c.	 Coordination with UNCCD for reporting 
the status of desertification and land 
degradation (DLD) every four years;

d.	 Monitoring of the status of desertification/
land degradation in the country by way 
of   mapping, survey, calculation and 
assessment of the drivers of degradation 
using Earth observation satellites in co-
ordination with Space Application Centre 
(SAC), Ahmedabad;

e.	 Compilation, assembling and analysis of 
data of schemes on Restoration of degraded 
land in co-ordination with National 
Afforestation and Eco-development Board, 
Green India Mission, CAMPA, NMHS, Bio-
diversity divisions of this Ministry and 
other line Ministries/Departments.

Important Activities during the reference 
period (i.e. 1/1/2021-31/12/2021):
•	  Celebrated the Drought and Desertification 

Day on 17th June 2021with the theme “ 
Restore. Land. Recovery.

•	 Verification of the assembled the data in 
respect of the schemes executed by the 
line Ministries and various divisions of this 
Ministry pertaining to land restoration.

•	 Finalization of DPR of Centre of Excellence 
in India at the Indian Council for Forest 
Research and Education (ICFRE) Dehradun, 
an initiative for enhanced South-South 
Cooperation that aims to share India’s 
experiences with cost-effective and 
sustainable land management strategies;

•	 Acquiring the role of the National Executing 
Agency for the GEF- UNDP- project 
Sustainable management and restoration 
of degraded landscapes for achieving Land 
Degradation Neutrality (LDN) in India”;
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Progress/Achievements both cumulative and 
for the reference period including innovations  
etc.
•	 Space Application Centre released the 

Desertification and Land Degradation 
Atlas for the time frame 2018-19 on the 
occasion of 17th June 2021, Drought and 
Desertification Day.

•	 Award of the work of development of 
“Integrated Management System for 
tracking land restoration Efforts of Govt of 
India “ to  SAC (ISRO), Ahmadabad;

•	 Terms of References for preparation of DPR 
for “Restoration of degraded land in the  
Aravalli zone” has been finalized and ICFRE 
has been asked to take necessary action for 
selecting an agency for preparation of DPR 
in this regard.  

•	 The commitment of “Restoration of 
degraded land” has been made a major 
programme from the Ministry for the 
PMO’s Prayas Portal. Accordingly, data from 
NAEB for the Twenty Point Programme 
(TPP) has been assembled which covers all 
the afforestation programme carried out 
by all the Ministries/State Government 
on public and forest lands. The assembled 
data clearly depicts that an area of 
approximately 10.5 million hectares has 
been restored from 2015 till March 2021.  

Continuing committees/commissions-their 
work during the year and present position:

•	 Nodal heads for the 14 schemes have 
been identified for the inter-Ministerial 
Committee, constituted under the 
chairmanship of   Additional Secretary of 
Desertification Cell to review the progress 

on the Land Degradation Neutrality and 
restoration of 26 million hectares of  
degraded land (21 million hectares of Bonn 
Challenge and additional commitment of 5 
million hectares). 

Important Conferences organized in 
India or international conferences-nature 
of participation, subjects discussed, 
implementation-action taken.
•	 Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra 

Modi graced the High level Dialogue 
on desertification, land degradation 
and drought of United Nations General 
Assembly, held on 14th June 2021 and his 
recorded video message on the initiatives 
taken by India on Land Degradation  was 
played during the event.

•	 Smt B.V. Uma Devi, Additional Secretary 
chaired the COP Bureau Meetings as the 
COP president held on 8th April 2021, 28th 
June 2021 and 30th November 2021.

•	 The nineteenth session of Committee for 
the Review of the Implementation of the 
Convention (CRIC 19) was attended by the 
team of Desertification Cell led by Smt B.V. 
Uma Devi, Additional Secretary and Shri 
Jigmet Takpa, Joint Secretary, National 
Focal Point-UNCCD from 15th   to 19th    

March 2021.The CRIC 19 reviewed:

¾¾ The effective implementation of the 
Convention at national, subregional 
and regional levels including updates 
on the voluntary land degradation 
neutrality target setting process, 

¾¾ operationalization of the Land 
Degradation Neutrality Fund and 
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S. 
No.

Name of 
Organisation

Purpose Total 
amount 
released

Status of 
third party 
evaluation

Remarks

International 
Institute for Applied 
Systems Analysis 
(IIASA)  Schlossplatz 
1, A-2361, 
Laxenburg, Austria

Study for developing 
an integrated model for 
analyzing  linkages between 
India’s water, land and energy 
policies  and the Sustainable 
Development Goals  

9.05 lakhs

implementation of the Drought 
Initiative. 

¾¾ interim report of the Intergovernmental 
Working Group on effective policy 
and implementation measures for 
addressing drought under the UNCCD .

Challenges in work due to Covid-19 and the 
response of the division:
•	 The Desertification Cell was on full swing 

even in serious pandemic  situation. Works 
have not been suffered as such. Due to the 
pandemic situation all the meetings were 
held on virtual mode.
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International Cooperation 

CHAPTER

12
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12.1	 International Cooperation 
International Co-operation (IC) Division within 
the Ministry coordinates matters related to 
international environmental cooperation (both 
Bilateral as well as Multilateral). 

�� Multilateral: Under multilateral, we 
coordinate with UNEP, GEF, the World Bank 
(WB) and regional bodies like Economic 
& Social Commission for Asia & Pacific 
(ESCAP), Brazil-Russia-India-China-South 
Africa (BRICS); South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), South 
Asia Cooperative Environment Programme 
(SACEP), Association of South-East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), European Union (EU).

�� Bilateral: Nodal Division for bilateral 
(country-to-country) cooperation in the 
field of environment. The Ministry has 
entered into 28 Agreements / MoUs with 
various countries like Australia, Austria, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brazil, Canada, 
China, Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, 
France, Israel, Japan, Mauritius, Morocco, 
Netherlands, Russian Federation, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Turkmenistan, USA, Vietnam, 
etc. on various environmental issues of 
mutual benefits.   Most of these MoUs/
agreements are operated through the Joint 
Working Groups (JWGs) thus, providing an 
opportunity for dialogue and to work with 
the international community.

�� Nodal Activities: IC Division is the Nodal 
Division for 

a)	 Matters related to Ministry of External 
Affairs; 

b)	 International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN)

Important multilateral activities:

i.	 United Nations Environment Programme 
(United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP): India is a Member of UNEP and 
provides annual financial contribution of 
USD 100,000 to UNEP Environment Fund. 
The Ministry is a member of the UNEP’s 
International Resource Panel (IRP) Steering 
Committee.

ii.	 Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO): 
The Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) is a multilateral organization, 
established on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai, 
China, initially by 6 countries viz: China, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan. Amongst other things, it 
aims to promote their effective cooperation 
in environmental protection. India officially 
joined SCO as full-fledged member at the 
historic summit in Astana on 9 June 2017. 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization has the 
status of Observer at the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

iii.	 South Asia Cooperative Environment 
Programme (SACEP): The South Asia 
Cooperative Environment Programme 
(SACEP) was set up in 1982 with 
headquarters in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
India is a founder member of SACEP. 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 
are the members of this programme. It 
aims to promote Regional Cooperation 
in South Asia in the field of environment, 
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both natural and human, in the context 
of sustainable development and on issues 
of economic and social development. The 
Governing Council of the SACEP consists 
of Environment Ministers of all 8 Member 
countries.

iv.	 International Union for Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN): 
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), 
established in 1948, plays leading role in 
conservation of the integrity and diversity 
of nature and to ensure that any use 
of natural resources is equitable and 
ecologically sustainable. India became a 
member of IUCN in 1969. This Ministry 
is nodal for IUCN and supports IUCN in 
achieving goals of conservation of nature, 
natural resources and biodiversity.

v.	 The Global Environment Facility (GEF) 
India: India is a founder member of the 
Global Environment Facility (GEF). Set up 
in 1991, GEF is the designated multilateral 
funding mechanism of 183 countries to 
provide incremental finance for addressing 
global environmental benefits that are also 
identified as national priorities. The Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
is India’s GEF Operational Focal Point (OFP) 
responsible for all in country coordination. 
The Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) 
is India’s GEF Political Focal Point. India is 
both a donor and recipient of GEF grants. 
The GEF mandate is decided as per the 
guidance provided by the Conference of the 
Parties of the multilateral environmental 
conventions namely Convention on 

Biological Diversity (CBD), United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), 
Stockholm Convention on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants (PoPs) and Minamata 
Convention on Mercury. Currently, we 
are in GEF–7 Cycle (2018- 2022), projects 
are being designed and implemented in 
all focal areas viz., Climate Change, Land 
Degradation, Biodiversity, International 
Waters and Chemical & Wastes. Under 
GEF, allocation made in three focal areas 
of Climate Change, Biodiversity and 
Land Degradation is categorised as STAR 
(System for Transparent Allocation of 
Resources) Allocation while allocation 
made in International Waters and Chemical 
& Wastes is categorised as Non-STAR 
allocation. 

Important multilateral activities held during 
2021-22:

(a)	 UNEA: 

	 The fifth meeting of the United Nations 
Environment Assembly [UNEA-5] was held 
on 22-23 February 2021. The meeting was 
preceded by Meeting of the Open-Ended 
Committee of Permanent Representatives 
(OECPR), which was held on 15-19 February 
2021. Due to COVID-19, these meetings 
were held on online platform and they 
were adjourned at the end, to be resumed 
for in-person meeting in February 2022. Dr. 
Virander Kumar Paul, High Commissioner & 
PR to UNEP & UN-Habitat led the Delegation 
of India. The OECPR meeting was attended 
by 16 Officials and the UNEA meeting 
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was attended by 5 Officials including 
officials from HC, Nairobi. Dr. Virander 
Paul delivered the Country Statement at 
the UNEA Assembly on 23.2.2021. A video 
message from Hon’ble Minister of Forest 
Environment and Climate Change, Shri 
Prakash Javadekar was also shared with 
UNEA.    

(b)	10th Meeting of Indo-EU Joint Working 
Groups on Environment:

	 The 10th meeting of India – European Union 
Joint Working Group (JWG) on Environment 
was held online on 28th April 2021. The 
discussions were co-chaired by Mr. Naresh 
Pal Gangwar, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) and Mr. Luca Perez, Deputy Head 
of Unit, international bilateral and regional 
environmental cooperation, European 
Commission’s Directorate-General (DG) for 
Environment.

	 The following issues, among others, were 
discussed during the meeting:

i.	 Resource Efficiency & Circular Economy:

ii.	 Air quality and pollution, a resilient and 
toxic-free environment

iii.	 Biodiversity

(c)	 G20 Meetings:

	 The 3rd G20 Environment Deputies Meeting 
(EDM) working group meeting on green 
and blue finance was held from May 28-
29, 2021 through virtual platform.   The 
meeting was chaired by Italy (host country). 
The main objective for the working group 
meeting was to discuss the crucial role 

of finance and role of the 3rd EDM, blue 
finance and green finance principles, 
steps to increase the financial flow from 
the public and private sector. A brief 
discussion on the Nature-based Solutions 
as a means to address climate change 
and biodiversity was discussed by various 
countries. Issues related to Marine Plastic 
Litter, land degradation, driving financial 
flows towards sustainable food systems 
were also discussed.   During the drafting 
session, countries gave their comments 
on – Nature Solutions for climate and 
biodiversity, Leader’s Pledge for Nature, 
UNESCO International Environment Expert 
Network, Land and ecosystem restoration, 
sustainable water management.

(d)	The G20 Environment Ministers Meeting 
was held under the presidency of Italy 
on 22.07.2021 at Naples, Italy, with many 
countries joining the meeting in-person in 
Naples, Italy, and few countries, joined the 
meeting online. India joined the meeting 
through video conferencing. The Indian 
delegation was led by Shri Bhupender 
Yadav, Hon’ble Minister of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change

(e)	 GEF Meeting:

	 During the year, two GEF South Asia 
Constituency Meetings and two GEF 
Council Meetings were held in the month 
of June and December respectively.   The 
meetings were participated by the officials 
of MoEF&CC, the GEF Secretariat, Shri 
Rajesh Khullar, South Asia Constituency 
Representative and World Bank Executive 
Director for India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and 
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Sri Lanka. During the year, six (6) projects 
have been endorsed by this Ministry for 
the utilization of the balance GEF STAR 
Allocation.  In addition, planning meetings 
for 8th replenishment cycle also began 
during the year.  

(f)	 The Shanghai Cooperative Organization: 

	 The Second Session of Heads of 
Environmental Ministries and 
Departments of the SCO Member States 
held at Dushanbe, capital of Tajikistan, 
wherein the Indian delegation was led by 
Shri R.P.Gupta, Secretary of Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
on 29.07.2021 at Godavari Conference 
Hall through virtual mode.  In the Meeting, 
Secretary stated that India attaches great 
importance to its engagement with the 
SCO member countries. He stressed the 
need for strengthening collective efforts 
for a sustainable and inclusive recovery 

and strong international cooperation to 
tackle the interdependent challenges 
of climate change, biodiversity loss and 
environmental degradation. 

(g)	 6th BRICS Joint Working Group meeting: 

      The 6th BRICS Joint Working Group meeting 
on Environment was held virtually at 
Sushma Swaraj Bhawan, New Delhi on 
26.08.2021 under the chairmanship of 
India. The Joint Working Group meeting 
was chaired by Secretary, EF&CC and 
participated by Representatives/Head of 
Environment Ministries from the BRCS 
nations.   All BRICS nations highlighted 
multilateralism, mutual respect and 
partnership in environmental sustainability 
initiatives as a common thread across all 
nations. Discussions were also held on the 
Draft of the New Delhi Joint Statement by 
the BRICS Ministers.
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(h)	7th BRICS Environment Ministers’ 
meeting: 

The 7th BRICS Environment Ministerial Meeting, 
2021 was held under the Presidency of India 
on 27th August 2021 virtually at Sushma Swaraj 
Bhawan, New Delhi, and was participated by the 
Environment Ministers from the BRICS nations. 
The meeting was preceded by the BRICS Joint 
Working Group Virtual meeting on 26th August 
2021.   Chairing the Meeting, Shri Bhupender 
Yadav, Hon’ble Minister of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change underlined 
the importance of global collective action, 
further research and study for combatting the 
Covid-19 pandemic.   Referring to the recent 
IPCC report, he stressed the need for taking 
collective global concrete actions against 
global environmental and climate challenges, 

but guided by equity, national priorities and 
circumstances, and the principles of CBDR-
RC. Shri Yadav also mentioned the importance 
of Resource Efficiency and Circular Economy, 
Conservation of Wildlife and Marine Species 
or biodiversity, and concrete actions taken by 
India on climate change and biodiversity.  BRICS 
Countries being hotspots for biodiversity can 
tell the world how we have been conserving 
such megadiversity since time immemorial, 
and can also play a very significant role in 
combatting the Covid-19 pandemic.  

In the Meeting, the Environment Ministers 
adopted the 7th BRICS Environment Ministers’ 
Statement, which is also aimed at furthering 
the spirit of Cooperation for Continuity, 
Consolidation and Consensus in Environment 
among the BRICS Nations.
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Important bilateral activities held during 
2021-22:
A.	 India-France bilateral cooperation on 

Environment

i)   Third Meeting of Indo-France Joint Working 
Groups (JWG) on Environment

	 The 3rd Meeting of the Indo-French JWG 
meeting was held on 18-19 January 
2021 in virtual mode.   The meeting 
discussed issues of Climate Change, Global 
Biodiversity, Management of Protected 
Areas, Air Quality, and the Indo-French 
Year on the Environment.     Both sides 
agreed for cooperation and exchanges for 
the upcoming international conventions: 
COP26 in Glasgow; IUCN World Congress 
in Marseille and COP 15 CBD in Kunming.

ii)	 Launch of the Indo-French Year of 
Environment

	 The Indo-French Year of the Environment 
was launched on 28th January 2021 by 
Shri Prakash Javadekar, Hon’ble Minister 
of Environment, Forest & Climate Change 
and Ms. Barbara Pompili, the French 
Minister for Ecological Transition at Indira 

Paryavaran Bhawan, New Delhi. The basic 
objective is to strengthen Indo-French 
cooperation in sustainable development, 
increase the effectiveness of actions in 
favour of global environment protection 
and give them greater visibility.

	 The Indo-French Year of the Environment 
over the period 2021-2022 would be 
based on five main themes: environmental 
protection, climate change, biodiversity 
conservation, sustainable urban 
development, and the development of 
renewable energies and energy efficiency.  
Indo-French Year of Environment is 
a calendar of events (in the field of 
environment) that both sides shall organize 
during the year 2021-22. The following 
events have been organized and/or are 
planned under the Indo-French Year on 
Environment 2021-22:

i.	 15th session of the JWG on Sustainable 
Urban Development held virtually on 
02-03 March 2021

ii.	 Meeting of Steering Committee held 
virtually on 06.04.2021
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iii.	 Panel discussion on the topic “ Towards 
COP-26 on Climate: France and India- 
Custodians of the Paris Spirit” during the 
visit of H.E. Mr. Jean-Yves Le Drian, French 
Foreign Minister held at French Embassy, 
New Delhi on 14.04.2021

iv.	 Webinar   on “Reducing Cooling Demand 
through Sustainable Building Design and 
Integrating Efficient Cooling Technologies” 
held on 22.04.2021

v.	 Webinar on Impact of Climate Change held 
on 05.06.2021

vi.	 Webinar on “Coastal and Marine 
Biodiversity Conservation and Marine 
Protected Areas” held on 08.06.2021

(iii)Meeting with Ms. Barbara Pompili, Hon’ble 
Minister for Ecological Transition, France

	 Prior to the launch of the Indo-French 
Year of Environment, a meeting was held 
between Shri Prakash Javadekar, Hon’ble 
Minister of Environment, Forest & Climate 

vii.	Webinar Seminar on Air Pollution 
Management held on 29.06.2021

viii.	Webinar on Building Social Resilience 
through Reliable Cold Chain Infrastructure 
held on 06.10.2021

ix.	 Webinar on Low-Carbon Hydrogen 
Investment Opportunities In India held on 
20.10.2021

x.	 Seminar / Webinar on Plastics (tbc)

xi.	 Smart Cities Days (tbc)

xii.	 Conference on “24*7 water supply design 
& management” and capacity building to 
ULBs (tbc)

Change and Ms. Barbara Pompili, Hon’ble 
Minister for Ecological Transition, France 
on 28th January 2021.  In the Meeting, they 
deliberated mainly on contemporary issues 
relating to climate change, biodiversity, 
blue economy, etc.  
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iv)	 Meeting with Mr. Philippe Orliange, 
Executive Director for Asia & Middle East, 
French Development Agency (AFD)

	 A meeting was held between Mr. R.P. 
Gupta, Secretary, EF&CC and Mr. Philippe 
Orliange, Executive Director for Asia & 
Middle East, AFD on 28th September 2021 at 
Indira Paryavaran Bhavan, New Delhi.  The 
objective of the meeting was to discuss (i) 
AFD’s ongoing projects in India in the field 
of environment, forest and climate change, 
(ii) identify future areas of cooperation; 
(iii) to develop a robust strategy for 2022-
2023; (iv) to underline AFD’s commitment 
to climate financing and biodiversity, 
including forest conservation, air quality, 
solid waste management and sustainable 
blue economy.

B.  Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change, India and the 
National Environment Commission, 
Bhutan: 

	 An MoU on cooperation in the areas of 
Environment was signed between India and 
Bhutan on 18th June 2021. The MoU was 
signed virtually by Shri Prakash Javadekar, 
Hon’ble Minister of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Information & 
Broadcasting and Heavy Industries & 
Public Enterprises from the Indian side and 
Lyonpo Dr. Tandi Dorji, Hon’ble Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Chairperson of the 
National Environment Commission from 
the Bhutanese side.

	 The MoU is a platform to further enhance 
Indian and Bhutanese partnership and 
support, exchange best practices in areas 
like prevention of Air Pollution, Waste 
Management, Chemical Management, 
Climate Change, etc. It also provides the 
possibility to have joint projects in areas of 
mutual interest. Subsequent to the signing 
of the MoU, the Indian Joint Working Group 
on Environment has been constituted and 
shared with the Bhutan side.
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C.     1st India–Japan High-Level Policy Dialogue

	 The 1st India–Japan High-Level Policy 
Dialogue was held virtually on 7th 
September 2021 and co-chaired by Mr. 
Bhupender Yadav, Hon’ble Minister of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
and Mr. KOIZUMI Shinjiro, Minister of the 
Environment of Japan, and discussed issues 
on Air Pollution, Sustainable Technologies 
and Transports, Climate Change, Marine 
Litter, Fluorocarbons, COP 26, etc. 

	 In the meeting, Mr. Bhupender Yadav 
acknowledged the importance of Indo-
Japan bilateral cooperation on the 
environment and appreciated efforts made 
by Japan in bringing new technologies to 
India. He also highlighted the achievements 
made by India in tackling climate change 
under the leadership of our Hon’ble Prime 
Minister. 

	 Mr. KOIZUMI Shinjiro, Minister of the 
Environment of Japan mentioned that 
both countries can strengthen bilateral 
cooperation through the Joint Credit 
Mechanism (JCM), CDRI and may also 
explore collaboration in areas endorsed by 

the G20, especially on climate, environment 
and energy. Both sides agreed to further 
strengthen the bilateral cooperation on 
the environment, and also to take forward 
the discussion on JCM.

D.	 1st meeting of India-Switzerland Joint 
Working Group on Environment

         The 1st meeting of the India-Switzerland 
Joint Working Group on Environment was 
held on 22 September 2021. This first 
meeting of the Joint Working Group has 
been an important milestone towards the 
overall objective of the implementation of 
the MoU, namely strengthening of mutual 
beneficial cooperation between India and 
Switzerland on climate change and the 
environment.   The meeting deliberated 
upon the mutual understanding of key roles 
and responsibilities of various stakeholders 
followed by an update on SDC activities 
in Climate Change and the Environment 
in India.   There were further discussions 
on how SDC support can align with and/
or contribute to the policy /programmatic 
landscape of relevant Ministries and 
Departments.
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E.	 India-Germany bilateral cooperation on 
Environment

i)    Meeting with Mr Norbert Barthle and 
Dr. Maria Flachsbarth, Parliamentary 
State Secretariates, German Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ)

	 A meeting was held between Mr. 
Bhupender Yadav, Hon’ble Minister 
of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change and Mr. Norbert Barthle and 
Dr. Maria Flachsbarth, Parliamentary 
State Secretariats, German Federal 

ii) 	 India- Germany Sector Dialogue

	 A virtual sector dialogue between 
India and Germany was convened on 

15th September 2021 with Ms. Richa 
Sharma, Additional Secretary, MoEFCC, 
and Mr. Philipp Knill, Head of Division for 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ) on 9th September 
2021 at Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, 
New Delhi.   Both sides discussed a 
wide range of environmental issues 
covering the following areas such as 
climate change, water scarcity, marine 
& air pollution and circular economy.   
Both sides stressed the importance 
of information exchange in bilateral 
programmes keeping climate and SDG 
indicators in focus-Agro-Ecology, Solar 
Partnership Insuresilience.
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Development Policy Issues with Asia/ 
South Asia (BMZ) as the Chairperson. 
The German Government (BMZ and 
BMU) organized this sector dialogue to 
discuss MoEFCC’s overall perspective 
and priorities for cooperation under the 
ambit of Indo-German Cooperation.

F.    Meeting with H. E. Dan Jorgensen, Minister 
for Climate, Energy, and Utilities, Denmark

	 A meeting was held between Mr. 

Bhupender Yadav, Hon’ble Minister of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
and Mr. Dan Jorgensen, Hon’ble Minister 
for Climate, Energy and Utilities, Demark 
on 09th September 2021 to discuss general 
bilateral cooperation between India and 
Denmark in the areas of environment 
and climate change. Both the Ministers 
discussed the Joint Action Plan to take 
forward the Green Strategic Partnership in 
the environment sector. 
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Table:  List of  Ongoing projects are as follows:

S. 
No.

Name of the Project Name of the 
State 

Project 
Duration

Doner Agency

1. West Bengal Forestry and 
Biodiversity Conservation Project

West Bengal 2012-13 to 2020-
21

JICA

2. Rajasthan Forestry and Biodiversity 
Project (Phase-II)

Rajasthan 2011-12 to 2020-
21

JICA

3. Tamil Nadu Biodiversity 
Conservation and Greening Project

Tamil Nadu 2011-12 to 2020-
21

JICA

4. Sikkim Biodiversity Conservation 
and Forest Management Project

Sikkim 2010-11 to 2020-
21

JICA

5. Odisha Forestry Sector 
Development Project Phase-II

Odisha 2017-18 to 2026-
27

JICA

6. Uttarakhand Forest Resource 
Management Project

Uttarakhand 2014-15 to 2023-
24

JICA

G.	 Meeting with H.E. Mr. Klas Molin, 
Ambassador of Sweden to India on 

	 A meeting was held between Sh. R.P. Gupta, 
Secretary, EF&CC and H.E. Mr. Klas Molin, 
Ambassador of Sweden to India on 28th July 
2021 through video conferencing to discuss 
collaborative bilateral cooperation issues 
including the International Solar Alliance 
(ISA), the Leadership Group for Industry 
Transition (LeadIT), Nordic Summit, COP 
26 (UNFCCC), COP 15 (CBD), and global 
marine litter issues.

12.2  Externally Aided Projects 
Externally Aided Projects Division of the 
Ministry deals with Forestry related Externally 
Aided Projects in coordination with the State 
Governments donor agencies, other line    
ministries in the Government of India such as 
Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Home Affairs, 

NITI Aayog, etc. It provides technical inputs 
on projects submitted by State Governments 
for financial assistance from donor agencies. 
At present externally aided forestry projects 
are under implementation in the country are 
funded by JICA, French Development Agency, 
KFW and GIZ.

The broad objectives of these forestry projects 
are increasing forest cover, conservation 
of biodiversity, rehabilitation of degraded 
forest areas, soil and moisture conservation 
measures, Capacity building of forest officials 
and other stakeholders, creation of livelihood 
opportunities for forest fringe villagers and 
other measures for sustainable management 
of forests. 

At present 12 externally aided forestry Projects 
are dealt by this division which are under 
implementation in the country. 
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S. 
No.

Name of the Project Name of the 
State 

Project 
Duration

Doner Agency

7. Japanese Technical Cooperation 
Project for Natural Disaster 
Management in Forest Areas of 
Uttarakhand.

Uttarakhand 2016-17 to 2020-
21

JICA

8. Himachal Pradesh Forest Ecosystem 
Management & Livelihood

Himachal 
Pradesh

2018-19 to 2027-
28

JICA

9. Nagaland Forest Management 
Project

Nagaland 2017-18 to 2026-
27

JICA

10. Sustainable Forest and Catchment 
Management in Tripura

Tripura 2018-19 to 2027-
28

JICA

11. Assam Project on Forest and 
Biodiversity Conservation Phase II 

Assam 2019-20 to 2024-
25

French 
Development 
agency (AFD)

12. Himachal Pradesh Forest Eco-
systems Climate Proofing Projects 

Himachal 
Pradesh

2016-17 to 2020-
21

KfW

e. 	 Continuing committees/commissions-
their work during the year and present 
position

	 A project Steering Committee under the 
Chairmanship of DGF&SS to           oversee 
the implementation of the project on 
Sustainable Management of         Forest 
ecosystem Services in the Western 
Himalayas and monitor its  progress in the 

two project partner States viz Uttarakhand 
and Himachal        Pradesh.

f. 	 Challenges in work due to COVID-19 and 
the response of the Division.

	 In the current year, the work of the Division 
was managed      for almost two      months 
by working from home by the Staff    under 
the guidance of the officers of the Division. 
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CHAPTER

13

Administration and  
Civil Construction
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13.1	 Administration
Brief Introduction and objectives:  

A.	 There are three sections in Administration 
viz. P-I, P-II and P-III.  Section-wise brief 
description is given hereunder:

P I Section
•	 Cadre Management of Scientific posts of 

the Ministry and 19 Integrated Regional 
Offices, creation of scientific posts of 
Ministry.  Establishment/service matters of 
all Scientific posts of the Ministry (Main) viz. 
appointment, promotion, work allocation, 
court cases, leave cases and retirement 
benefits (only of those posted in Ministry 
Main).  Disciplinary proceedings of Group 
‘A’ ‘B’ and ‘C’ officials of Ministry other 
than IFS officers under Central Staffing 
Scheme of the Ministry;

•	 Cadre management of Technical posts of 
the Ministry viz. creation, appointment, 
promotion, work allocation, establishment/
service matters, Recruitment Rules, court 
cases, retirement benefits and leave cases 
(only of those posted in Ministry Main);

•	 Cadre management of Canteen staff of 
the Ministry viz. creation, appointment, 
promotion, establishment/service matters 
Recruitment Rules, leave cases, retirement 
benefits, court cases, etc.;

•	 Maintenance of ACRs/APARs of Group ‘A’ 
‘B’ and ‘C’ officials of MoEF&CC other than 
IFS officers of the Ministry; 

•	 Processing of LTC, GPF, House Building 
Advance, Computer Advances of all 
personnel of the Ministry; 

•	 Issue of Foreign Deputation Orders in 
respect of Environment Wing of the 
Ministry;

•	 Processing of medical advance and 
reimbursement cases of Scientific, 
Technical and Canteen staff;

•	 Recruitment & Framing of Recruitment 
Rules of technical posts of the Ministry;

•	 Processing and finalization of complaints, 
suspension cases and disciplinary 
proceedings having administrative angle;

•	 Internship Scheme of Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change; 
and 

•	 Review of services under FR 56(j).

P II Section

•	 Cadre management of CSSS/CSS/CSCS, 
Central Staffing Scheme, IES and ISS officers 
posted in MoEF&CC;  

•	 Establishment/service matters of 
Secretariat Group ‘A’, ‘B’ & ‘C’ posts (except 
officers working on the strength of IFS and 
NAEB) viz. appointment, review cases, leave 
cases, retirement and retirement benefits, 
medical claims, tuition fee reimbursement, 
leave encashment, children education 
allowance, court cases, etc.;

•	 Recruitment & Framing of Recruitment 
Rules of non-technical ex-cadre posts of 
the Ministry (E&F) Wing;

•	 Training Programme of AIS and all 
Secretariat officers;

•	 Matters relating to Minister’s staff;

•	 Outsourcing (deployment and policy 
matters);
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•	 Election Work;

•	 Work Allocation among all officers/staff 
other than Scientific/Technical officers; 
and

•	 Nodal Division of MoEF&CC of eHRMS.

P III Section
•	 Recruitment of Group ‘A’ Scientists in the 

Ministry, including regional and attached/
subordinate offices; 

•	 Review/assessment of Group ‘A’ Scientists 
in the Ministry including regional and 
attached/subordinate offices for promotion 
under Flexible Complementing Scheme;

•	 Framing/Amendment of Recruitment Rules 
relating to Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Group ‘A’ Scientific 
Posts; and

•	 Policy matters of Group ‘A’ Scientific Posts 
in connection with Flexible Complementing 
Scheme.  

B)	 Activities undertaken during the reference 
period (i.e. 01.01.2021 to 31.12.2021): 

During the period, the major activities 
undertaken by Administration division are as 
under: -

•	 Promotion of 23 Scientists to the next 
higher grade under Flexible Complementing 
Scheme.

•	 Promotion of 1 Research Officer 
(Environment) Grade I to the post of 
Scientist B.

•	 Recruitment of 09 Scientists in various 
grades on direct recruitment basis.

•	 Recruitment of 01 Research Assistant 

(Environment) on direct recruitment basis.

•	 Recruitment of 01 Library and Information 
Assistant on deputation basis.

•	 Promotion of 02 Research Officers 
(Environment) Grade-II to Research Officer 
(Environment) Gr-I.

•	 Promotion of 06 Research Assistants 
(Environment) to the post of Research 
Officer (Environment) Grade-II.

•	 Promotion of 01 Technical Assistant (WL) 
to Technical Officer (WL).

•	 Requisition for recruitment of 08 Research 
Assistants (Environment) sent to SSC.

•	 Monitoring and timely disposal of RTI 
applications and PG portal cases received 
during the period.

•	 Timely processing of retirement benefits.

Promotion
Total 31 cases were considered for promotion 
of Scientists of the Ministry including 
its subordinate offices under Flexible 
Complementing Scheme during the year 
01.01.2021 to 31.12.2021. Details are as 
under: -

•	 02 cases of promotion from the grade of 
Scientist ‘F’ to Scientist ‘G’ were considered, 
out of which one was promoted, and the 
DPRC in respect of the other Scientist from 
Grade ‘F’ to Grade ‘G’ is yet to be held.

•	 01 case of promotion from the grade of 
Scientist ‘E’ to Scientist ‘F’ was considered 
and the promotion was recommended.

•	 17 cases of promotion from the grade 
of Scientist ‘D’ to Scientist ‘E’ were 
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considered, out of which 15 promotions 
were recommended.

•	 09 cases of promotion from the grade 
of Scientist ‘C’ to Scientist ‘D’ were 
considered, out of which 08 promotions 
were recommended.

•	 01 case of promotion from the grade of 
Scientist ‘B’ to Scientist ‘C’ was considered 
and the promotion was recommended.  

•	 01 case of promotion from Research Officer 
to the grade of Scientist ‘B’ was considered 
and the promotion was recommended.

Recruitment:
34 vacancies of Scientists in the Ministry 

including its subordinate offices were 
advertised and out of these 34 vacancies, 
the following 13 vacancies have been filled 
up while the remaining 21 vacancies are 
under process for being filled up: -

a.	 01 Post of Scientist ‘G’ (Director - ZSI)

b.	 02 Posts of Scientist ‘D’

c.	 05 Posts of Scientist ‘C’

d.	 05 Posts of Scientist ‘B’

13.2 Indian Forest Service (IFS) Cadre 
Management

Mandate
•	 Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate 

Change is the Cadre Controlling Authority 
for the Indian Forest Service (one of the 
three All India Service).

•	 IFS division deals with all cadre 
Management related matters.

•	 The total authorized cadre strength 
of the Indian Forest Service as on 1st 

January, 2021 is ‘3191’ (three thousand 
one hundred ninety-one) which includes 
‘2224’ Direct Recruits and ‘967’ Promotion 
posts. The Total Senior Duty Posts (SDP) 
in the Indian Forest Service are 1960 and 
remaining under various reserves. Besides 
serving the31 Forest Departments in the 
States and 	Union Territories managing the 
country’s natural resources, a large number 
of the IFS officers are in various Ministries 
and institutions both in the State and at 
the Centre.

Activities:
•	 Determination of vacancies and framing of 

rules for Direct Recruitment through Union 
Public Service Commission and allocation 
of cadres to IFS probationers.

•	 Determination of vacancies for induction of 
State Forest Service Officers by promotion 
in to Indian Forest Service, Coordination 
of Selection Committee Meetings, 
Notification of Select List and year of 
allotment to officers inducted in Indian 
Forest Service.

•	 Review of cadre and revision in the 
composition and strength of IFS in various 
cadres.

•	 Selection/appointment of IFS officers 
to various posts under Central Staffing 
Scheme of the Ministry and cadre clearance 
for appointment to various autonomous 
bodies including Indian Council of Forestry 
Research & Education, Dehradun, Indian 
Institute of Forests Management, Bhopal 
and Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun 
etc.
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•	 Facilitation of     Selection / Appointment 
of IFS officers against the Central Staffing 
Scheme of Department of Personnel & 
Training (DoP&T).

•	 Finalization of various service matters 
like inter-cadre transfers, Inter cadre 
deputation, Cadre clearance for 
placements/training and post-retirement 
benefits to the officers.

•	 Management of AGMUT cadre including 
promotions, transfers, postings and other 
service matters.

•	 Publication of Civil List of IFS Officers.

•	 Confirmation of IFS officers in Service.

Achievements
•	 Vacancies for induction of State Forest 

Service officers into Indian Forest Service 
have been determined in respect of few 
cadres during the year 2021.

 •	 Cadre review of Indian Forest Service in 
respect of States of Himachal Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Chhattisgarh 
has been proposed which is under 
consideration in DOP&T.

• Smart Performance Appraisal Report 
Recording Online Window (SPARROW) 
implementation for online filing of PAR in 
respect of IFS Officers has been generated.

•	 Up-to-date Civil List of IFS officers as on 
01.01.2021 is available on the website 
of this Ministry at http://www.ifs.
nic.in. The website also has updated 
information pertaining to the vacancy/ 
deputation (under CSS-MoEF) circulars, 
training programme circulars and Rules 

and Regulations concerning IFS. Further, 
website also has Performance Appraisal 
Report (PAR) availability status of IFS officers 
which can be accessed by concerned 
officer. Each and every members of the 
Service have been provided facility to have 
Unique Email account through NIC on this 
site and members of Service have been 
provided facility to update data relating to 
their posting details online for periodical 
upgradation.

•	 The re-structuring of the Content 
Management Based IFS Website (http://
www.ifs.nic.in) has been completed.

•	 38   IFS   officers   selected   at   various  
levels  under  the Central Staffing Scheme 
of the Ministry and 28 IFS officers were 
empaneled/appointed at various level 
under the Central Staffing Scheme of 
Department of personnel & Training.

•	 Around 28 Court Cases pending in Various 
Courts across the Country were disposed 
off.

•	 A total of 149 RTI application and 178 
CPGRAM applications were disposed off 
during year 2021.

13.3 Vigilance Division
•	 The Vigilance Division interacts with 

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in 
various matters and facilitates CBI for 
obtaining information/documents from 
various Divisions of the Ministry.

•	 Handling of vigilance complaints  
regarding misconduct of Officers and 
officials (including all IFS officers) under 
MoEF&CC received from the General 
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Public/Organisations/Central Vigilance 
Commission (CVC/CVC portal)/PMO’s 
office etc. During the period 01.01.2021 to 
31.12.2021, 298 complaints were received 
from CVC/CVC portal and directly in the 
Ministry and examined and 306 complaints 
were closed/filed including old ones.

•	 Conducting and appointing of Inquiry 
Officer (I.O.) and Presenting Officer (P.O.) 
for Preliminary Information and Inquiry.

•	 Identification of Sensitive Posts and to 
ensure periodical rotation of staff holding 
such sensitive posts. Administration 
Division is regularly asked to carry out 
rotation of staff holding sensitive posts.

•	 Disciplinary proceedings (involving 
vigilance angle) against all retired Officers 
and officials under the MoEF&CC including 
all IFS officers. 

•	 Disciplinary proceedings (involving 
vigilance angle) against all IFS officers 
of AGMUT Cadre and other     Officers 
and officials under the MoEF&CC.     2 
(Two) disciplinary proceeding cases were 
disposed of during the period.

•	 Examination and Processing of cases of 
imposition of major penalties of dismissal/ 
compulsory removal etc. (involving 
vigilance angle) on IFS officers referred to 
by State Governments.

•	 Appeals (including appeals against 
suspension)/Review preferred by officers/ 
officials under the MoEF&CC including all 
IFS officers.

•	 All Court cases having vigilance angle.

•	 Sanction of Prosecution including those 
under the Prevention of Corruption Act (PC 
Act), 1988 against IFS Officers and Officers/ 
officials serving/retired from service under 
the MoEF&CC.

•	 Receipt and Scrutiny of Annual Immovable 
Property Returns (AIPRs) of All Officers 
and officials (including IFS officers) of 
MoEF&CC.

•	 According clearance from vigilance angle 
in respect of officers and officials of the 
Ministry. 884 vigilance clearance were 
accorded during the period.

•	 Permission/Intimation of Movable/ 
Immovable property under Conduct Rules, 
1964 and All India Service (Conduct) Rules, 
1968.

•	 Preventive Measures to check corruption.

 •	 Organizing Vigilance Awareness Week as 
per CVC directions.

•	 This year Vigilance Awareness Week was 
observed in the Ministry from 26th October 
to 1st November, 2021 and Hon’ble 
MoS, EF&CC administered the pledge 
on 26.10.2021, Group Quiz Competition 
held on 29.10.2021 and 01.11.2021 and 
workshop on “Preventive Vigilance” was 
held on 28.10.2021 in the Ministry. Winners 
of the Essay and Group Quiz Competition 
were awarded Letter of Appreciation and 
given cash prize through e-payment.

•	 During “Swachhta Campaign” from 2nd 

October to 1st November 2021, 626 files 
have been weeded out as per Record 
Retention Schedule under Category ‘C’. 



Annual Report 2021-22

323

13.4 Parliament Section
The Parliament Division in the Ministry is 
responsible for co-ordination of all parliament 
matters related to the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC).

I.	 Parliamentary Questions:

	 During the year 2021-22, at the end of the 
Winter Session on 23rd December, 2021, 
a total of 855 Parliament Questions were 
answered by the Ministry pertaining to 
various aspects of Environment Forest 
and Climate Change. 474 questions were 
replied in the Lok Sabha, out of which 40 
were starred and the rest 434 un-starred. 
A total of 381 questions were replied in the 
Rajya Sabha, out of which 43 were starred 
and 338 were un-starred.

	 The questions covered a wide range 
of issues with which this Ministry is 
concerned with and prominent among 
them were the questions relating to Forest 
Conservation, Wildlife Management, 
Climate Change, Pollution, Environment 
Impact Assessment, Waste Management, 
Environmental Conservation, Freshwater 
and Marine Conservation, Biosafety, 
Environmental Education, Medicinal Plants 
and Disaster Management etc.

Graphical representation of the Parliament 
Questions replied by the Ministry during 
2021-22 both in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 
in various Sessions are given in Fig- (A) and 
Fig- (B) respectively.

Budget

Starred Unstarred Total

Monsoon Winter

Type Budget Monsoon Winter Grand Total
Starred 21 10 9 40
Unstarred 185 132 117 434
Total 206 142 126 474

1.	 Lok Sabha

Fig. (A) Number of questions replied by the
MoEF&CC in all sessions of Lok Sabha during 2021-2022
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II.	 Consultative Committee Meetings: 

	 Further the Parliament Section of the 
Ministry, during the year 2021-22, 
also coordinated three meetings of 
the Department related Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of Science and 
Technology, Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change and Two meetings of 
Consultative Committee of the Ministry.

 	 The following were the subjects that 
the Department Related Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of Science and 
Technology, Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, discussed are:

1.	 ‘Contaminated and Hazardous Sites in 

the Country, their public health impacts 
and remedial action’.

2.	 Demands for Grants (2021-22), 

3.	 ‘Statewise analysis of Campa Funds’. 

	 The subject matter of two Consultative 
Committee are as under: -

1.	 Promotion of Eco Tourism

2.	 National clean Air Programme

	 In addition of the above, other meetings 
relating to Committee on Subordinate 
Legislation, Public Accounts Committee, 
Estimate Committee, Committee on 
Petition and Committee on Government 
Assurances etc. were also co-ordinated by 
the Parliamentary Unit of the MoEF&CC.

Budget

Starred Unstarred Total

Monsoon Winter

Type Budget Monsoon Winter Grand Total
Starred 20 13 10 43
Unstarred 117 112 109 338
Total 137 125 119 381

2.	 Rajya Sabha

Fig. (B) Number of questions replied by the
MoEF&CC in all sessions of Rajya Sabha during 2021-2022
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13.5 Information Technology
a.	 Brief introduction, objectives and 

functions of the Division
	 Government working is based on 

intensive knowledge and information 
sharing. Effective communication and 
sound Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) go hand in hand. For 
speedy implementation and monitoring 
of various programmes / schemes and to 
make most of ICT to secure efficiency in 
working, Ministry has embarked up on 
a comprehensive exercise to implement 
various e-Governance activities / projects.

b.	 Important activities undertaken during 
the reference period (i.e. 1/1/2021-
31/12/2021 including celebrations for 
Azaadi ka Amrit Mahotsava

•	 Implemented eOffice in all Regional 
Offices and Wildlife Institute of India.

•	 VPN Access provided all authorized 
eOffice user in the Ministry and its 
attached / sub-ordinate offices.

•	 During COVID 19 pandemic, all 
meetings are organised through Video 
Conferencing (VC) including EAC 
meetings.

•	 Creation of Meeting IDs and moderated 
Video Conferencing System using MS 
Team, VideoWeb, etc.

•	 Created email IDs in @gov.in domain 
for all the users of eOffice.

c.	 Progress/Achievements both cumulative 
and for the reference period including 
innovations.

•	 Continued the implementation of 

e-Office in the Ministry under Digital 
India Programme (collected details 
of officers and staff, registered 1538 
Users in eOffice portal, Posting and 
Promotion, Role Post, Setting of 
Workflow, Updation of Leave Balance 
details, Provided Training, updation in 
Notice Board).

•	 Provided training for Reskilling/
upskilling of the existing support 
Staff under the Increasing Efficiency 
in Decision making in Government’ 
programme and also provided training 
on eOffice to 127 officials of various 
IROs and 150 Users of Wildlife Institute 
of India (WII), Dehradun.

•	 Continued the Management of Online 
Stationary Request Management 
System for submitting the request for 
stationary.

•	 Continued the Management of 
Smart Performance Appraisal Report 
Recording Online Window (SPARROW) 
for online submission of APAR of IAS, 
IES, ISS, IPS, CSS & CSSS Officers. 

•	 Continued the Management of 
Smart Performance Appraisal Report 
Recording Online Window for 
submission of APAR of Scientists in the 
Ministry.

•	 IT infrastructure of the Ministry was 
strengthened.

•	 Examination of all Examination of all 
policy issues pertaining to Information 
Technology.
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Online Consent Management & Monitoring 
System: 
Online Consent Management & Monitoring 
System (OCMMS) developed for State Pollution 
Control Boards (SPCBs) / Pollution Control 
Committees (PCCs) to automate the existing 
workflow which allows the industries for the 
online submission of application for Consent 
to Establish (CTE) / Consent to Operate 
(CTO), authorization for various categories of 
Industries / Institutions / Hotels / Hospitals.  
This system helps the officials of SPCB for 
online processing of industries application for 
CTE/CTO, Authorization as well as monitoring 
of various activities of SPCBs/PCCs. 

Online Consent Management & Monitoring 
System (OCMMS) has been implemented in 
26 States/UTs viz. Arunachal Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Chandigarh, 
Daman & Diu, Haryana, Jharkhand, Jammu & 
Kashmir, Kerala, Meghalaya, Odisha, Punjab, 
Puducherry, Telangana, Tripura, Tamil Nadu, 
Uttar Pradesh, Sikkim, Delhi, Goa, Himachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Uttarakhand, West Bengal and 
Andaman & Nicobar. The OCMMS is integrated 
with DIPP / State Government Single Window 
System for Twelve (13) States viz. Andhra 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Kerala, 
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Telengana, Punjab, 
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh. The mobile 
version of OCMMS is implemented in Eight 
(10) States viz. Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, 
Haryana, Jharkhand, Kerala, Punjab, Tamil 
Nadu, Chhattisgarh and Himachal Pradesh the 
same are made available under Play Store.  
The mobile app for Public Grievance System 
has been developed for the 5 State of Bihar, 

Chandigarh, Delhi, Jharkhand and Punjab. 

PARIVESH:
In pursuant to the spirit of ‘Digital India’ initiated 
by Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister 
of India and capturing the essence of Minimum 
Government and Maximum Governance, a 
Single-Window Integrated Environmental 
Management System named PARIVESH 
(Pro-Active and Responsive facilitation by 
Interactive, Virtuous and Environmental Single 
window Hub) has been launched by Ministry in 
August 2018. 

Based on the concept of web architecture, a 
workflow based application has been rolled 
out for online submission, monitoring and 
management of proposals submitted by Project 
Proponents to the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change (MOEFCC), 
Government of India as well as to the State 
Level Environmental Impact Assessment 
Authorities (SEIAA) to seek various types of 
clearances (e.g. Environment, Forest, Wildlife 
and Coastal Regulation Zone Clearances) from 
Central, State and district-level authorities. It 
automates the entire process of submitting 
the application and tracking the status of such 
proposals at each stage of the processing. This 
system has been designed, developed and 
hosted on cloud environment by NIC, New 
Delhi.

This web-based application is unique amongst 
all such portals of regulatory agencies. This 
initiative will bring the Ministry closer to 
the industry and citizens alike. After the 
introduction of e-communication in the first 
phase, this is the second phase of reforms 
towards e-Governance in its real spirit.  
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Objectives of PARIVESH:
•	 Enhance efficiency, transparency, and 

accountability in the Environment, Forest, 
Wildlife and CRZ clearance processes.

•	 Sound and informed decision-making

•	 Enhance responsiveness through 
workflows automation 

•	 Real time information about the status 
of applications with alerts at each of the 
stages through SMS and email 

•	 Efficient and expeditious processing and 
decision-making leading to reduction in 
turnaround time 

•	 Standardization in processing and decision-
making across the states / UTs

•	 Enhance ease and convenience of citizens 
and businesses in accessing information 
and services

•	 Real-time monitoring and adherence to 
timelines for verification

•	 User-friendly and environmentally 
sustainable application processes 

•	 Improve environmental monitoring and 
compliances

•	 Leading to the era of Mobile Governance 
with maximum transparency 

Benefits:
a.	 For Project Proponent/User Agency:

•	 Single registration using NSDL PAN 
services and single sign-in for all types 
of clearances (i.e. Environment, Forest, 
Wildlife and CRZ)

•	 KYC Authentication for Existing 
proponent 

•	 Unique-id for all types of clearances 
required for a particular project

•	 Single Window interface for the 
proponent to submit applications for 
getting all types of clearances (i.e. 
Environment, Forests, Wildlife and CRZ 
clearances)

•	 Helps the user to apply, view, track, 
interact and respond to the queries 
whenever he wants and wherever he is 
through web-based system. No physical 
interaction with the officers

•	 Facility to download the e-signed 
approval letter 

•	 Supplemented by mobile app 
“PARIVESH” for Android and iOS 
based smart phones. The status of the 
application, replies to queries, agenda 
& minutes of meetings, approval letters 
can also be accessed/ downloaded 
anytime on a smart phone through this 
App

•	 Dashboard for accessing various 
analytical reports including charts/ 
graphs indicating pendency of 
information, time taken by processing 
authorities at each level, etc.

•	 SMS and email alerts at all levels of 
application processing

•	 Facility for uploading the compliance 
reports for clearances. Facility for 
uploading of geo-tagged images on GIS 
maps

•	 Alerts through SMS and emails in 
case of non-compliances. This will 
help ensuring timely compliance of 
clearance conditions
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•	 Improved public image through 
improved environmental compliances

b.	 For Processing Authorities:

•	 A Single Window System for Central, 
State and District level clearances

•	 Auto generation of agenda (based 
on first come first served principle), 
minutes of the meetings and online 
generation of approval letters through 
digital signatures/e-Sign by competent 
authorities resulting in ease and 
uniformity in processing of clearance 
applications

•	 Accessing of information about the 
pendency and timeline fulfilments 
of various applications under 
consideration

•	 Online submission and monitoring 
of compliance reports including geo-
tagged images of the site by regulatory 
body / inspecting officers even 
through the Mobile App for enhanced 
compliance monitoring 

•	 Integration with single window 
clearance systems launched by DIPP 
and various other state governments

•	 Processing of files through mobile app 
will facilitate for expeditious decision-
making

•	 Geographic Information System (GIS) 
interface for the Appraisal Committee, 
to help them in analyzing the proposal 
efficiently

•	 Dashboard for providing various 
analytical reports. Help in self-
assessment and improved performance 

•	 Efficient and real time review of 
pendency by higher authorities with 
facility to review the performance of 
the processing officers

•	 Automatic alerts (via SMS and emails) 
at important stages to the concerned 
officers, committee members and higher 
authorities to check the delays, if any

•	 Automatic alerts in case of non-
compliances for clearance conditions – 
would result into enhanced compliance 
leading to sustainable development

•	 Improved public image – from merely a 
regulator to more of a facilitator

c.	 For Citizens:

•	 Enhance ease and convenience of 
citizens and businesses in accessing 
information and services

•	 Availability of details of each project in 
public domain 

•	 Access to various technical and impact 
assessment reports, approval letters, 
etc. through web portal as well as 
through mobile app

•	 Timeline for each stage is available 
in the public domain to bring in 
transparency and accountability in the 
system

•	 Data base sharing will facilitate in 
research and development activities

•	 Improved compliance, better 
environmental quality

•	 Integration with Green Skill 
Development Programme-search 
engine for Green jobs
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Modules of PARIVESH:

•	 Online Registration of Proponent/User 
Agency

•	 Workflow / file processing and approval 
management

•	 E-File Noting 

•	 Alerts& Notification (SMS and email)

•	 GIS based Appraisal and Geo-tagging

•	 Compliance Monitoring for project 
proponents and regulatory authorities

•	 Analytical Reports
•	 Online Agenda Management
•	 Online Minutes of Meeting 
•	 Query Module for Essential/Additional 

Details Sought (EDS/ADS)
•	 Generation of Approval letters for TOR/EC/

FC/Wildlife/CRZ clearances
•	 Dashboard for project proponents, 

processing authorities and citizens
•	 E-Green skilled jobs
•	 Audit Trail 
•	 FAQ

Android and iOS based Mobile Application 
“PARIVESH”: The web portal is supplemented 
by Android and iOS based mobile application 
named “PARIVESH” to facilitate the user 
Agencies/Project Proponents to easily track 
and view the current status of their proposals, 
reply the queries of processing authorities, 
accessing the agenda and minutes of the 
appraisal meetings as well as accessing to the 
clearance letters, etc. at their palm.

This app also helps in compliance monitoring 
by the processing authorities, which can be 
done by uploading geo-tagged images of the 

location of the project which would help in 
appraisal process.

13.6 Right to Information (RTI) Cell:
•	 As per the RTI-MIS portal, the MoEF&CC 

has received 3019 RTI applications and 242 
RTI appeals under RTI Act, 2005 during the 
year 2021 (01.01.2021 to 07.12.2020)

•	 The Ministry has 83 CPIO’s and 67 FAA’s to 
dispose of the above RTI’s.

•	 Both online and offline applications/
appeals that are received in the Ministry 
as well as in the designated counter at 
MoEF&CC, IPB, New Delhi are regularly 
updated and up-linked and forwarded to 
the respective CPIO/FAA based on the 
subject matter.

•	 26 CIC appeals were disposed and orders 
were implemented in the Ministry by the 
respective Divisions.

•	 The Central Public Information Officers 
(CPIOs) and First Appellate Authorities 
(FAAs) have been designated for effective 
implementation of the RTI Act, 2005. The 
notifications designating CPIOs/FAAs are 
revised periodically as and when there 
are changes in the allocation of work 
among CPIOs/FAAs. All the Subordinate 
offices/Institutions/Autonomous bodies 
were   requested to periodically revise the 
Notification for CPIOs/FAAs.

•	 Directions from the Central Information 
Commission (CIC) and the Nodal Ministry/
Department – DoPT are also circulated to 
the CPIOs/FAAs for guidance to implement 
the RTI Act.
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•	 Periodical reports are also sent regularly to 
DoPT and Central Information Commission.

13.7	General Administration (GA) 
Section

The General Administration (GA) Division of 
the Ministry is entrusted with the responsibility 
of providing logistics and support services to 
senior officers and staff for discharging their 
duties and smooth functioning of the Office. It 
includes procurement and supply of stationery, 
maintaining stores, disposal of obsolete 
materials, equipments, support services to the 
officials of the Ministry including provision of 
transport, communication and general upkeep 
etc. the Ministry is housed in a green building 
at Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi which is a green 
building. It has the unique distinction of getting 
LEED India Platinum & GRIHA-5 Star Green 
Building ratings.

Important activities undertaken during the 
reference during the period (i.e. 01.01.2021 – 
31.12.2021)
•	 Cleanliness of the premises of Indira 

Paryavaran Bhawan during Swachhta 
Abhiyan.  

•	 Arranged Vaccination for COVID-19 for the 
employees of the Ministry

Progress/Achievements 
•	 Appx. 1100 files were reviewed and 650 

file were weeded out.

•	 All obsolete articles/E-west items were 
weeded out in   the month of November, 
2021

•	 Total nine(9) tonnes paper was disposed in 
special cleaning drive campaign.

•	 Approximate 2000 sq. ft. total storage 

space was made free in cleaning drive 
campaign.      

•   NDMC Awarded   IPB, MoEF&CC second 
position under “Swachh Bharat Abhiyan” 
in best clean office category.

•  Migration of land line phones of IPB from 
copper wire to FTTH

•   Kitchen work of IPB completed through 
CPWD and handed over to M/s Bikano for 
functional run.

Challenges in work due to COVID – 19 and the 
response of the Division:
The General Administration (GA) Division has 
faced lot of challenges due to spreading of 
COVID-19.   GA Division responded and made 
its best efforts as precautionary measures 
to contain the spread of COVD-19 as per 
instructions issued by Ministry of Health & 
Family Welfare, Ministry of Home Affairs and 
Department of Personnel and Training, as 
detailed below:

i.	 Provided automated sanitiser dispenser 
on every wing of every floor of Indira 
Paryavaran Bhawan of this Ministry

ii.	 Provided sanitizer and Masks to the Officers 
and employees of the Ministry

iii.	 Complete indoor disinfection of I.P. Bhawan 
on alternate days basis till date

iv.	 Arranged Covishield Vaccination for 
Covid-19 for all the officers/officials of this 
Ministry.

v.	 Arranged vehicles for the officers/
employees of this Ministry who had to 
attend office during the Lockdown period.

vi.	 Arranged VCs/virtual meetings of Hon’ble 



Annual Report 2021-22

331

MEF/Hon’ble MOS, EF&CC during the lock 
down period.

13.8	 Public Grievance Cell
•	 The Public Grievance Cell has been 

functioning in the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change to attend to the 
complaints from general public regarding 
various issues like environment, wildlife, 
forestry and other environmental matters.

•	 Shri Jigmet Takpa, Joint Secretary is the 
Nodal Public Grievance Officer for General 
Public Grievance & COVID-19 related cases.

•	 Smt. Rita Khanna, Scientist ‘G’ is the Nodal 
Appellate Authority for appeal raised 
against disposed Public Grievance of the 
Ministry.

•	 During the period 1st January, 2021 to 3rd 
December, 2021, the PG Cell had received 
only 3982 and 130 Grievances brought 
forward from last year total Grievances 
are 4112 (including COVID-19 cases), out 
of these 4008 grievances are General 
nature and 104 grievances are related to 
COVID-19.

•	 During the period, 3936 grievances 
(including COVID-19 related grievances) 
have been disposed and only 176 
grievances are pending for disposal. As 
on date, no COVID-19 related grievance is 
pending in the Ministry.

•	 During the Period, 197 Appeal has been 
received in the Ministry out of these 180 
Appeal have been disposed off and only 17 
Appeals are pending for disposal. 

•	 The rate of disposal of Grievances and 
Appeals received is 100% (approx.). 

Efforts are being continued by the PG 
Cell to raise the disposal rate to 100% by 
issuing periodic reminders to the Divisions/
Sections concerned for early disposal of 
pending grievances, and to strive towards 
Zero pendency of grievances.

•	 Weekly review meetings are being 
conducted regularly by both Hon’ble 
Minister and Secretary, EFCC for the 
importance of redressal of all Public 
Grievances, COVID-19 related case and 
Appeals raised against disposed grievances 
received in the Ministry to achieve 100% 
disposal of all Public Grievance, COVID-19 
related cases and Appeal well within the 
stipulated time frame.

13.9	Implementation of Official 
Language Policy

Sustained efforts were made to ensure proper 
compliance of the Official Language Policy of 
the Union as enshrined in the Constitution 
of India, the Official Languages Act, 1963 (As 
amended, 1967), the Official Language Rules, 
1976 (as amended 1987, 2007 & 2011), the 
Annual Programme and orders issued by the 
Govt. of India from time to time. All documents 
coming under the purview of Sec 3(3) of the 
O.L. Act, such as General Orders, notifications, 
Press Communiques/Releases, Resolutions, 
Rules Official Papers laid before a House or 
both the Houses of Parliament etc. were 
translated, typewritten, vetted and thereafter 
got issued bilingually in Hindi and English. The 
letters received in Hindi and representations/
appeals signed in Hindi were replied to in Hindi 
ensuring100% compliance of Rule 5 and Rule 7 
(2) of the O.L. Rules. 
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Activities undertaken (01.01.2021 to 
31.12.2021) :
•	 Meeting of Official Language 

Implementation Committee – Due to 
Covid-19 only three quarterly meetings 
of Official Language Implementation 
Committee were organized under the 
chairmanship of Scientist ‘G’ (O.L. Incharge) 
wherein position of implementation of 
Official Language Policy in the Divisions/
Sections of the Ministry as well as the 
subordinate offices located in Delhi-NCR 
region were reviewed. The remaining one 
meeting will be adjusted with following 
year Quarterly OLIC Meetings.                                                                                                                              

•	 Hindi Workshops- Hindi workshops were 
organised for the officers and staff to 
enable them to carry out their day to day 
work in Hindi. In these Hindi workshops, 
the personnel were imparted training on 
typing in Unicode to Hindi for working in 
Hindi as well as informing them about the 
official language policy and related orders.

•	 Inspections- To review the implementation 
status of the Official Language Policy of the 
Union and to meet the targets set out in the 
Annual Program issued by the Department 
of Official Language, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, the Director (Official language) or 
other officials of the Ministry inspected 
05 attached/subordinate offices under the 
administrative control of the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

•	 Medini Award Scheme - To promote writing 
of books originally in hindi on environment 
issues ‘Medini Award Scheme’ was 
reintroduced in April, 2018 by the Ministry. 

Under the scheme implemented for the 
year 2021, all the books received for the 
Award were studied and evaluated by 
the Evaluation Committee constituted 
under the chairmanship of Additional 
Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change. A sub-committee of 
subject experts was constituted by the 
Committee. By whom the books received 
are being checked according to the 
prescribed parameters. It is expected that 
under this scheme, Prizes will be awarded 
in this financial year.

•	 Publication of Paryavaran Magazine– 
Publication work of 70th edition of 
Ministry’s Hindi magazine ‘Paryavaran’, is 
in final stage. 

•	 Hindi Maah– This year Hindi Maah was 
organized in the Ministry from 01.09.2021 
to 30.09.2021. During this period, 06 Hindi 
competitions were organized with the 
objective of increasing the progressive 
use of official language Hindi. Employees 
of the Ministry, NAEB and CCU actively 
participated in these competitions. Prize 
distribution and closing ceremony was 
organized on 30th September, 2021 under 
the chairmanship of Hon’ble Minister 
of State for Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change. A Kavya Goshthi was also 
organized during this ceremony. Award 
winning officers and employees were given 
citations by the Hon’ble Minister.

13.10 Civil Construction Unit
The Government of India decided that every 
major scientific department with substantial 
annual civil work budget should have a civil 
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engineering unit of its own for expeditious 
implementation of works connected with 
plan schemes.   Accordingly, Civil Engineering 
Wing (now Civil Construction Unit) was 
created in March, 1987 in the then Ministry of 
Environment and Forests (now MoEF&CC). CCU 
headed by Chief Engineer is a division under 
the administrative control of the MoEF&CC. 
The main roles of CCU are:

i.	 Planning of works including preparation of 
estimates in house and vetting of estimates 
prepared by other PWOs.

ii.	 To construct major works in house or get 
these constructed through other PWOs.

iii.	 Technical Advisor in the construction works 
of the Ministry.

The provisions of CPWD Code / Works Manual 
apply to such works. All proposals relating to 
policy matters of CCU are submitted to the 
Secretary, MoEF&CC. 

Functions of the Division: The CCU is engaged 

in execution of various Civil & Electrical works 
of the MoEF&CC, its attached, subordinate and 
autonomous offices.   These include works of 
BSI, FSI, ZSI, DFE, NMNH, IGNFA, ICFRE, NZP, 
IIFM, GBPIHED, IPIRTI, CPCB, WII and CZA.  
Most of the construction works where CCU has 
its own set up are executed by CCU.  However, 
construction works at other locations are got 
executed through CPWD.   The co-ordination 
and budget management of works executed by 
CPWD is being done by CCU. The maintenance 
works of NZP, Delhi are also handled by the CCU.  
Challenges in works due to COVID-19: 
COVID–19 pandemic has affected the 
availability of manpower and material which 
has impacted the progress of infrastructure 
works. The executing agencies are being 
pursued to follow proper COVID protocol and 
ensure wellbeing of the manpower to achieve 
the required progress.

Activities Undertaken:
A.	 Work in Progress:

S. 
No.

Name of Work Sanctioned 
Amount  

(Rs. in Lakhs)

% 
Progress

Target 
Date of 

Completion
1 Construction of Regional Museum of Natural History, 

Gangtok.
5759 87% 31.12.2022

2 Construction of National Museum and State of Art 
Auditorium for EBRC, ZSI, Gopalpur.

1108 60% 31.03.2022

3 Construction of residential quarters for CASFOS, 
Burnihat.

1143 98% 31.12.2021

4 Construction of staff quarters at RMNH, Sawai 
Madhopur.

274 50% 31.03.2022

5 Construction of visiting scientist hostel for ZSI, Port Blair. 271 40% 30.06.2022
6 Construction of Addl. building for lab cum training 

center for ZSI, Chennai.
686 1% 31.12.2022

7 Construction of Ganga Aqualife Knowledge 
Management Centre, WII, Dehradun.

542 30% 31.08.2022



Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

334

B. Work under Planning

S. 
No.

Name of Work Sanctioned 
Amount (In Lakhs)

1 Consultancy services for redevelopment of BGIR, Noida. 500
2 Construction of Residential Quarters, Hostels, Auditorium and 

Administrative Block, GBPNIHED Srinagar, Uttarakhand.
4464

3 Construction of Multipurpose hall for IGNFA, Dehradun 531
4 Construction of residential quarters for Regional Office of MoEF&CC, 

Dehradun.
817

C.Work Completed

S. 
No.

Name of Work Sanctioned 
Amount (In Lakhs)

1 Providing CCTV surveillance system at NZP Mathura Road. 520
2 Construction of All Weather Swimming Pool for IGNFA, Dehradun. 1500

Swimming Pool, IGNFA, Dehradun CCTV, NZP, New Delhi

S. 
No.

Name of Work Sanctioned 
Amount  

(Rs. in Lakhs)

% 
Progress

Target 
Date of 

Completion
8 Renovation work in for 3D visualization and Analytical 

lab in the GBPNIHED, Almora
244 60% 30.04.2022

9 Construction of residential quarters at AZRC, Jodhpur 520 1% 16.08.2022
10 Construction of boundary wall for CASFOS at Burnihat, 

Assam.
437 5% 31.12.2022

11 Construction of CC Road with retaining wall at CASFOS, 
Burnihat, Assam.

390 15% 30.06.2022

12 Renovation of existing trainees hostel for CASFOS, 
Burnihat, Assam.

315 5% 31.12.2022
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Development Monitoring &  
Evaluation, Budget and Accounts

CHAPTER

14
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14.1	 Development Monitoring &  
	 Evaluation

The Development, Monitoring and Evaluation 
Division (DMED) have a mandate associated 
with the Development, Monitoring, and 
Evaluation Office (DMEO) in NITI Aayog. It 
also functions towards convergence of efforts 
through Government Funded Programmes to 
achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs).

II.	 Mandate: 

The work of DMED is detailed as under:

i.	 To carry out monitoring and impact 
Evaluation of the Ministry’s funded 
programmes.

ii.	 To focus on outcomes and take them into 
account during appraisal for continuation 
of the ongoing schemes.

iii.	 To constitute Evaluation Monitoring 
Committee (EMC).

iv.	 Coordination with NITI Aayog.

v.	 Nodal Division for coordination with 
Ministry of Panchayatiraj(MoPR).

III.	 Progress in the FY 2021-22:

i.	 NITI Aayog in collaboration with respective 
Ministry/Department has been preparing 
Output-Outcome Monitoring Framework 
(OOMF) for all CS/CSS schemes, with 
a view to bring focus on outcomes in 
addition to output and same has also been 
institutionalized through its incorporation 

in Union Budget, since financial year  
2019-20.

ii.	 To facilitate the monitoring of progress of 
all Schemes, NITI Aayog had developed a 
dashboard and its online access had been 
given to all Ministries/Departments in 
May,2018 to regularly update the progress 
against the targets.

iii.	 DMED coordinates with Scheme/
Programme Divisions to ensure that the 
progress report of quarterly targets for 
FY2021-22 in respect of schemes under 
OOMF are sent to NITI Aayog. The quarterly 
break-up of targets in respect of schemes 
is being coordinated with Schemes/
Programme Divisions for uploading the 
quarter-wise progress on the OOMF 
dashboard of NITI Aayog.

iv.	 DMED has collected information from 
Scheme/Programme Divisions for 
preparation of OOMF for FY 2022-23. 
The compiled OOMF 2022-23 has been 
prepared in respect of MoEFCC and sent to 
NITI Aayog.

14.2	 Budget and Accounts
Budget Division is entrusted with the planning  
and coordination of all Schemes and Non- 
schemes of the Ministry. It functions as the 
nodal Division for issues and matters related to 
Ministry of Finance (Department of Economic 
Affairs’ Budget Division and the Department 
of Expenditure). The work handled in the 
Division covers preparation, monitoring and 
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review of the Ministry’s Annual Plans and the 
tasks associated with the Union Budget of 
the Ministry. The responsibility of monitoring 
of the progress in utilization of allocated 
funds released for implementation of various 
Schemes is also assigned to the Division. The 
work of the Budget Division is detailed as 
under:

•	 Preparation of Statement of Budget 
Estimates (SBE), Revised Estimates (RE), 
Supplementary and Re-appropriation 
proposals

•	 Preparation of Detailed Demands for 
Grants (DDG)

•	 Preparation of Saving Note

•	 Coordination with Department-related 
Parliamentary Standing Committee

•	 Compliance of Cash Management (MEP/ 
QEP)

•	 Monitoring of Expenditure

•	 Allocation of funds under Advances to 
Government Servants

Annual Plan 2021-22

The Ministry has been allocated an outlay of Rs 
2869.93 crore in the Budget Estimates (BE) for 
the Financial Year 2021-22.

The financial outlays and expenditure during 
2021-22 is given in the following table:

S. 
No.

Name of the Scheme BE 2021-22 AE 2021-22 (upto 
25.01.2022)

1 Environmental Knowledge and Capacity Building (CS)           70.00 62.40

2 Environment Protection, Management and 
Sustainable Development (CS)

136.00 73.57

3 National Coastal Management Programme (CS) 200.00 14.87

4 Decision Support System for Environmental Awareness, 
Policy, Planning and Outcome Evaluation (CS)

117.13 53.13

5 Control of Pollution 470.00 239.71

6 National Mission for a Green India (CSS) 290.00 221.79

7 Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (CSS) 414.00 259.26

8 Conservation of Natural Resources and Ecosystems (CSS) 62.00 16.67

Total 1759.13 941.42

Umbrella Scheme-wise Allocation (2021-22)
(Rs in crore)

CS-Central Sector Scheme
CSS-Centrally Sponsored Scheme
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SL. 
No.

Report No. & Year Para No. Brief Subject

1 21 of 2012-13 1-7 Report on Compensatory Afforestation in India 

2 27 of 2014 6.3 Wasteful expenditure on hiring of office 
accommodation

3 39 of 2016 Entire 
Report

Environment and Sustainable Development

4 6 of 2020 7.1 Additional expenditure on electricity charges 
consumed for residential purpose.(NZP)

List of pending C&AG Paras (up to 8th December, 2021)

Office of Chief Controller of Accounts: The role 
of this Office is to advise and assist the Ministry 
on matters relating to Budget, Expenditure 
Management, Accounting, Establishment 

Matters and Personal claims of the employees. 
The Accounting Organization in the Ministry 
under Chief Controller of Accounts includes the 
Principal Accounts Office, 02 Pay and Accounts 

S. 
No.

Name of the Scheme BE 2021-22 AE 2021-22 (upto 
25.01.2022)

1 Secretariat 147.82 114.57

2 Attached/ Subordinate offices 486.48 329.82

3 Assistance to Autonomous Bodies 305.50 240.06

4 Statutory & Regulatory Bodies 160.50 113.52

5 Others Bodies 10.50 5.28

Total 1110.80 803.25

Grand Total (Scheme + Non Scheme) 2869.93 1744.67

Umbrella Non Scheme-wise Allocation (2021-22)
(Rs in crore)
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Offices (PAOs) and 75 Drawing and Disbursing 
Offices (DDOs). 

The Principal Accounts Office (Pr.AO) is entrusted 
with the responsibility of maintaining accounts 
of the Ministry, monitoring expenditure to 
ensure adherence to Monthly/Quarterly 
Expenditure Plan, conducting Internal Audit 
and Scheme Audit, and monitoring of assets 
and liabilities. 

The Internal Audit Wing (IAW) conducts 
Internal Audit of PAOs, DDOs, Autonomous 
Bodies, and performance audit of schemes of 
the Ministry. In FY 2020-21, due to difficulty 
in conduct of physical audit posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown, 7 regular 
audits, 1 special audit, and 1 scheme audit 
was conducted raising 21 paras involving 
non-recovery/over-payment/infructuous/
irregular/non-accounting of payments of more 
than Rs. 28 crores. To overcome this challenge, 
this Office initiated preparatory activities for 
conduct of e-audit through analysis of reports 
generated from Public Financial Management 
System (PFMS).

The PAO is responsible for processing 
payments while ensuring adherence to 
budgetary and expenditure ceilings and norms 
of financial propriety. It is also responsible for 
ensuring just-in-time release of funds digitally 
through PFMS to all beneficiaries/vendors/
agencies, while ensuring that no idle money 
remains parked with grantee bodies. PFMS 
has also been implemented in all CDDOs of 

the Ministry. Further, online collection of non-
tax receipts through Non-Tax Receipts Portal 
(NTRP) has eliminated delay and digitized the 
receipts. Details of digital transactions made 
during 2020-21 are as under:

Total Payment/receipt 
transactions   (no.)

79,222

Digital payment/receipt 
transactions (no.)

76,154

Pension processing has been digitized through 
linkage of online Pension Sanction and Payment 
Tracking System- BHAVISHYA with PFMS. This 
has facilitated the retiring employee to fill the 
forms online and the Administrative Authority 
to process the online claim and communicate 
to PAO for issuance of Pension Payment Order 
(PPO). 

Employee Information System (EIS) has been 
successfully implemented in NCDDOs/CDDOs 
under the Ministry for processing personnel 
payments. 

GPF module of PFMS has been successfully 
implemented in the Ministry which has made 
it convenient to monitor GPF account by 
subscriber themselves. 

The roll-out of Expenditure, Advance & 
Transfer (EAT) module for implementing 
agencies receiving Grants-in-aid, has enabled 
better monitoring of unspent balances and 
outstanding UCs. 

State/UT share of more than Rs. 52,000 Cr. 
of CAMPA fund have been transferred to 
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respective State/UT Government accounts till 
date.

During the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown, 
Pay and Accounts Offices, being an essential 
service, worked daily to ensure that all 
payments were disbursed timely. 

In order to minimize the risk posed by physical 
papers/files, and to enable Work from Home, 
relaxations made by Controller General of 
Accounts, Ministry of Finance, in the Receipt 
& Payment Rules, 1983, were followed by this 
office.
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Annexure-I

List of pending C& AG Paras (up to 8th December, 2021)

SL. 
No.

Report No. 
&Year

Para No. Brief Subject

1 21 of 2012-13 1-7 Report on compensatory Afforestation in India
2 27 of 2014 6.3 Wasteful Expenditure on hiring of office accommodation
3 39 of 2016 Entire Report Environment and Sustainable Development
4 6 of 2020 7.1 Additional Expenditure on electricity charges consumed 

for residential purposes. (NZP)
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State/UT Wetland Date of 
Designation

Co-ordinates Area 
(hectares)

1 Andhra 
Pradesh

1 Kolleru Lake 19-08-2002 16°37'N 081°12'E 90100

2 Assam 2 Deepor Beel 19-08-2002 26°07'N 091°39'E 4000

3 Bihar 3 Kabartal Wetland 21-07-2020 25°37'N 086°08'E 2620

4 Gujarat

4 Nalsarovar 24-09-2012 22°46'N 072°02'E 12000

5 Wadhvana Wetland 05-04-2021 22°10'N 73°29'E 630

6 Thol Lake Wildlife 
Sanctuary

05-04-2021 23°08'N 72°24'E 699

7 Renuka Wetland 08-11-2005 31°37’N 077°27’E 20

5 Haryana 7 Sultanpur National Park 25-05-2021 28°27'N 76°53'E 143
8 Bhindawas Wildlife 

Sanctuary
25-05-2021 28°32'N 76°33'E 412

6
Himachal 
Pradesh

9 Chandertal Wetland 08-11-2005 32°28'N 077°36'E 49
10 Pong Dam Lake 19-08-2002 32°01'N 076°04'E 15662
11 Renuka Wetland 08-11-2005 31°37'N 077°27'E 20

7

Jammu and 
Kashmir

12 Hokera Wetland 08-11-2005 34°04'N 074°42'E 1375
13 Surinsar-Mansar Lakes 08-11-2005 32°45'N 075°12'E 350
14 Wular Lake 23-03-1990 34°16'N 074°33'E 18900

8 Kerala
15 Asthamudi Wetland 19-08-2002 08°57'N 076°34'E 6140
16 Sasthamkotta Lake 19-08-2002 09°01'N 076°37'E 373
17 VembanadKol Wetland 19-08-2002 09°49'N 076°45'E 151250

9 Ladakh
18 Tso Kar Wetland Complex 17-11-2020 33°17'N 78°00'E 9,577
19 Tsomoriri Lake 19-08-2002 32°54'N 078°18'E 12000

10 Madhya 
Pradesh

20 Bhoj Wetlands 19-08-2002 23°13'N 077°19'E 3201

11 Maharashtra
21 Lonar Lake 22-07-2020 19°58'N 076°30'E 427
22 Nandur Madhameshwar 21-06-2019 20°01'N 074°06'E 1437

12 Manipur 23 Loktak Lake (MR) 23-03-1990 24°25'N 093°49'E 26600

13 Odisha
24 Bhitarkanika Mangroves 19-08-2002 20°39'N 086°54'E 65000
25 Chilka Lake 01-10-1981 19°42'N 085°21'E 116500

RAMSAR SITES OF INDIA (as on 16th December 2021)

Annexure-IV
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State/UT Wetland Date of 
Designation

Co-ordinates Area 
(hectares)

14 Punjab

26 Beas Conservation 
Reserve

26-09-2019 31°23'N 075°11'E 6429

27 Harike Lake 23-03-1990 31°13'N 075°12'E 4100
28 Kanjli Lake 22-01-2002 31°25'N 075°22'E 183
29 Keshopur - Miani 

Community Reserve
26-09-2019 32°05'N 075°23'E 344

30 Nangal Wildlife Sanctuary 26-09-2019 31°23'N 076°22'E 116
31 Ropar Lake 22-01-2002 31°01'N 076°30'E 1365

15 Rajasthan
32 Keoladeo Ghana National 

Park (MR)
1-10-1981 27°13'N 077°31'E 2873

33 Sambhar Lake 23-03-1990 27°00'N 075°00'E 24000
16 Tamil Nadu 34 Point Calimere Wildlife 

and Bird Sanctuary
19-08-2002 10°19'N 079°37'E 38500

17 Tripura 35 Rudrasagar Lake 08-11-2005 23°28'N 091°16'E 240

18
Uttar 
Pradesh

36 Nawabganj Bird 
Sanctuary

19-09-2019 26°36'N 080°39'E 225

37 Parvati Arga Bird 
Sanctuary

02-12-2019 26°56'N 082°09'E 722

38 Saman Bird Sanctuary 02-12-2019 27°00'N 079°10'E 526
39 Samaspur Bird Sanctuary 03-10-2019 25°59'N 081°23'E 799
40 Sandi Bird Sanctuary 26-09-2019 27°18'N 079°58'E 309
41 Sarsai NawarJheel 19-09-2019 °58'N 079°15'E 161
42 Sur Sarovar 21-08-2020 27°15'N 077°50'E 431
43 Upper Ganga River 08-11-2005 28°33'N 078°12'E 26590
44 Haiderpur Wetland 08-04-2021 29°24'N 78°00'E 6908

19 Uttarakhand 45 Asan Conservation 
Reserve

21-07-2020 30°26'N 077°40'E 444

20 West Bengal 46 East Calcutta Wetlands 19-08-2002 22°27'N 088°27'E 12500
47 Sunderbans Wetland 30-01-2019 21°46'N 088°42'E 423000

20 States & UTs 47 Ramsar Sites Total Area = 10,90,230 
hectares

MR: Montreux Record






