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MESSAGE

Elephant, the largest living terrestrial mammal is greatly revered and worshiped
throughout the Asian culture and religion. The mighty animal symbolizing strength and
good fortune is required to be understood in its totality. As per elephant population
estimation of 2017, India has around 30,000 elephants in the wild distributed in 22 states.
It is indeed that they face various threats in the wild due to habitat loss, conflict with
humans, poaching and illegal trade. As biodiversity and environment conservation is
intertwined in our heritage, mythology and folklore the country is committed to conserve
its rich biological diversity.

The cultural ethos, affinity towards nature, strong conservation laws, focused
management, supportive and law abiding civil society are the main enablers of elephant
conservation in particular and wildlife conservation in general. The distribution and
number of elephants is increasing in the face of growing human population and
increasing developmental activities. With the largest bastion of Asian elephant
population, Project Elephant Division of Government of India, since 1992, has
undertaken several initiatives for fostering elephant conservation in the country in
collaboration with the state forest departments. | am happy to note that this Atlas on
Elephant Reserves in the country will be useful in safeguarding its natural habitat. Being
flagship species, safeguarding the elephant will also help the country to conserve forest
and other habitats.

| whole heartedly compliment the entire team for bringing out this excellent pictorial
publication which presents a very useful information for all and contributes towards
elephant conservation. | also passionately appreciate the authors for putting in their
efforts to give shape to this useful document.

With best wishes.
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Message

Since ancient period elephant has been an integral part of Indian culture and heritage. As
per our mythology, elephant took birth from celestial water and thus are closely associated with
rains / water because of the belief. Lord Ganesh, the elephant headed God, perhaps came into
being to bring about cohesive understanding between the two most powerful living species the
elephant and human. Our culture and religious belief system, along with a strong democratic
foundation had not only contributed in economic and social well-being, but was involved in
achieving conservation significances. The mega herbivore plays a critical role as ecosystem
engineers, conserving mineral-rich clearings in the forest, on which many other species rely,
and providing a way for important soil nutrients to be spread around at a central scale. If
elephants were completely eliminated from their landscape, the ecosystems will cease to
flourish and will become less diverse and collapse to impoverishment.

One of the stated objectives of Project Elephant Division of the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change is to protect elephant and their habitats and corridors in India.
Thus, the Project Elephant division was in the forefront of prioritizing the declaration of Elephant
Reserves from the year 2001 to present in collaboration with the state forest departments. The
Project Elephant Division of the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change has
partnered with Wildlife Institute of India, scientific research institute of this Ministry in collating
and preparation of an excellent Atlas of the Elephant Reserves of India which pictorially
elaborates the Elephant Reserves from the various states. This document would be a ready to
use document for the stake holders in governance, decision making and for the other landscape
conservation efforts. My sincere appreciation is due to the Project Elephant Division and Wildlife
Institute of India and also to the authors of this Atlas for their painstaking efforts.

(Ashwini Kumar Choubey)
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MESSAGE

Since time immemorial, elephants have been an integral part of Indian culture
and heritage. As a species, the majestic elephant is key to conservation of
biodiversity. At present, both African forest elephants and Asian elephants are
found on only about 10% of their historical territory, and their numbers have
reduced to a great extent. The Asian elephant is found in 13 countries; India
harbours nearly 30,000 in the wild and over 2700 in captivity.

It is our constant endeavour to ensure that not only are the natural habitats
protected and conserved to accommodate the growing population of elephants,
but development of infrastructure is also made more elephant friendly. It is
important to build a connect between all stakeholders, based on the underlying
principles of better conservation and management of the species.

With this approach, the Project Elephant Division of the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change has proposed the declaration of Elephant Reserves
as a management entity, duly notified by the State Governments. This document,
“Atlas of the Elephant Reserves of India” brings forth details of various elephant
reserves in the country which would be useful in several landscape-level
conservation approaches. | congratulate the team of Project Elephant Division,
and the Elephant Cell at Wildlife Institute of India, for bringing out the first ever
compilation on Elephant Reserves in the country. | am confident that
dissemination of information through this document will lead to a robust and
effective conservation system.

/]

[ Leena Nandan ]

New Delhi, August 5, 2022
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