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-MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
NOTIFICATION ‘
New Deihi, the 4th February, 2014

'8.0. 310 (E).—The following draft of the notlﬁéatlon which. the Central Government proposes to issue in
exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1), clause (v) and clause (xiv} of sub-section (2} and sub-section (3) of
section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 {29 of 1986) is hereby publlshed as required under sub-rule (3) of

rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, for the information of the public likely to be affected thereby; and -

notice is hereby given that the said draft notification shall be taken into consideration on or after the expiry of a period of

- sixty days {rom the date on whlch copies of the Gazette of India containing this n0t1t1cat10n are made avallable to the

public;

Any person interested in makmg any objections or suggestmns on thc proposals contained in the draft.
notification may forward the same in writing, for consideration of the Central Government within the period so specified,

to the Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forest, Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodi Road,
New Delhl 110003, or at e-mail address:- esz-mef{@nic.in ' i

Draft Notlﬁcatmn

Whereas, the Kyongnosla A!pmc Sanctuary lies along the Jawahar Lal Nehru Road on the way to Nathula
corner of the East district, Sikkim. The area of the sanctuary is 31 square kilometers;

And Whereas, the sanctuary constitutes a critical wildlife habitat area for the high altitude fauna and has an

altitudinal gradient ranging from 3200 meters to 4200 meters. The wide range of topographical landscape harbours some

rare, endangered ground orchids.and rhododendrons interspersed among tall junipers. The silver fir is among the.

important plants present. Rhododendron nevium, the state trée of Sikkim and Cypripedium tibeticum the ground slipper
orchid that are on the verge of extinction, have been introduced here and now has sizable population;
And Whereas, in the sanctuary the ground flora includes different species of primulas, wild strawberries, irises,

poppies and the rarely seen. Panax pseudo- ginseng. Medical plants such as Picrorhiza .scrophularzﬁom {Kutki),

Nardostachys grand iflora (jatamasi), Aconitum ferox (Nilo Bikh) and Podophylum ‘emodi. The lower elevation of the
sanctuary is occupied with soil binding bamboo Arundinaria species. The area is snow covered often up to May when
primulas pop up through the snow and rhododendrons come into bud. By June- July they are in full bloom. Flowenng
season for many species continue right through to October when Polygonun species the last to flower dries up; -

. And Whereas, the faunal diversity includes goral, serow, red panda, himalayan black bear, musk deer, leopard,
tibetan fox, yellow- throated martens, weasel and hlmalayan marmot. Important avi-faunal diversity exhibits wide array
of endangered and endemic populations such as blood pheasant, -monal pheasant, satyr tragopan, snow partridges,
laughing thrushes, rose finches, red- billed choughs, forttails, redstart, black- winged kite, kestrel, lammergeyer and
griffon vulture, fire- tailed sunbirds and various species of migratory birds. The major significance of this sanctuary is
the number of scheduled animals [Specified in Schedule I of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (53 of 1972)] it

~ harbors which are given maximum protection-in the National level as well as havmg the main inhabitant in the farm of

red panda and dlfferent species of gallinaceous birds and pheasants,

w;Lf WZM»—B
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. And Whereas, it is necessary to conserve and. protect the area aroun,d the Kyongnosla Alpine Sanctuary as
Eco-sensitive Zone from eco]oglcal and envrronmental pomt of view to protect and propogate the wildlife therein and its
environment; -

Now, Therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-stction (1), clause (v) and clavse (%iv) of sub-
section (2) and sub-section (3) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 {29 of 1986) read with sub-rule (3)
of rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, thé Central Government hereby notifies an area up to 200 metres
from the boundary of the Kyongnosia Alpme Satictuary in the State of Sikkim as the Eco- -sensitive Zone, details of
which are as under, namely:- : .

1. Extent and Boundaries of Eco-sensitive Zone.- (1) The extent of.Eco sensitive Zone varies from 25 meters to
200 meters from the boundary of the Kyongnosla Alpme Sanctuary. The extent of Eco-sensitive Zone shall be 23 meters

where the slope is more than 45 degree and in the eco-fragile eastern part of the sanctuary, the extent of Eco-sehsitive -

Zone shall be 200 meters..In the northern and north-western part, the extent of eco-sensitive zone shall be up to the outer
bank of the river Rétey Chhu, which forms the boundary of the eco-sensitive zone.

(2) The Eco-sensitive Zone is bounded by 27° 24* 5" N latitude and 88°41°54”E longitude towards east (Reference
point No.1 of map); 27°23°41"N latitude and 88°42°48"E longltude towards west (Reference point No. 3 of map);
27°25°13"N latitude and 88°43°49"E longitude towards north (Reference point No. 2 of map) and 27°22°36"N latltude
and 88°43°50"E longitude towards south (Reference pomt No. 5 of map}.

(3) The map of Eco-sensitive Zone boundary together with its latitudes and longitudes of extremes and extent is -

appended to this notification as Annexure I.

4y The llst of two v1ﬂages falling within the Kyongnosla Alpine Sanctuary Eco-sensitive Zone alongwith their
longitudes and latltudes at prominent points s appended to this notification as Annexure II.

{5) The villages as given in Annexure 11 shall be further rev1s;ted and ConﬁrmEd by the State Gove: nment whlle
-preparing the Zonal Master Plan.

2. Zonal Master Plan for the Eco-sensitive Zone.- (1) For the purpose of effective management of the Eco-

sensitive Zone, the State Government shall prepare, in consultation with local people, a Zonal Master Plan, within N
period of two years from the date of publication of this notification in the Ofﬁcral Gazette, for consideration and

approval of the M1mstry of Environment and Forests, Government of India,

(2) The Zonal Master Plan shall be prepared with the involvement of all concerned State Departments, such as
Forest, Enwronment and Wildlife Management, Sikkim Police, Urban and Housing Development, Tourism, Rural
Management and Development Irrigation and Flood Control, Public Works Department and Land Revenue and Dlsaster
Management for integrating ecological and environmental consrderatlons into the said plari

(3) The Zonal Master Plan shall prov1de for restoration of degraded areas, conservation of ex1st1ng water bodles

management of catchment areas, watershed management, ground water management, soil and moisture conservation, -

needs of loca] community and such other aspects of ecology and environment that need attentlon

(4) The Zonal Master Plan. shall demarcate all the existing and proposed urban sett!ements village settlements,

types and kmds of forest, agricu[ture areas, horticultural areas {akes, other water bodies and entrepreneurial units.

(5)  The Zona‘l Master P]an shall exempt all. legally recorded non-forestl'and
(6} The Zonal Master Plan shall be a reference document for the State Level Eco-sensitive Zone Monitoring
Committee (hereinafter referred to as the SESZMC), as referred to in para 4, for cerrymg out its functions of monitoring

under the provrsrons of this notification.

(7) - The Zonal Master Plan shall indicate measures and lay down stlpulatmns for regulation of activities spec1f‘ ied
under column (2) of the Tabie speolf ed in para 3. :

(8) ‘Change of land use of forests, horticulture areas, agricultural areas, parks and open spaces earmarked for

recreational purposes into areas for commercial or mdustr:al related development activities shall not be perrmtted in the

"Eco-sensitive Zone:

Provided that the conversion of agrrcultural lands within the Eco-sensitive Zone may be permitted on the
recommendation of the SESZMC, and with the prior approval of the State Government, only to meet the residential
needs of the local residents arising due to the natural growth of existing local population including-the activities listed at

-~
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item numbers 12, 25, 26, 30 and 31 relatmg to rainwater harvesting, cottage industries mcludmg viliage artisans, efc.,
small scale industries not causing pollution, Eco-tourism facitities like home stays, ropeways, kiosks, funiculars, etc. and
Security Forces Camp, respectively, under column(z) of the Table in para 3:

Provided further that no change in use of land from tribal usage to non-tribal usage shall be permitted withont
the prior approval of the State Government and without compliance of the provisions of the law for the time being in
force, including the Scheduled Tribes and other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest nghts) Act, 7006

{2 of 2007). : .

(9) The, Central Government and the State Government may spemfy such other measures, as may be consndeled
necessary, for glvmg effect to the prowsmns of this notification. :

(10) " Natural Springs.- The catchment areas of all springs shall be identified and plans for their conservation and

rejuvenation of those that have run dry, in their natural settings shall be incorporated in the Zonal Master Plan and the

strict guidelines shall be drawn up by the State Government to prohibit development activities.al or near these areas,
-{ 11) . Tourism,- The activity relating to tourism within Eco-sensitive Zone shall be as under, namely:-

(i) all new tourism activities or expansion- of existing tourism activities within the Eco-sensitive Zone shall be

' in line with the central guidelines issued by the National® Tiger Conservation Authority, Ministry of

Environment and Forests and the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India with emphasis on eco-tour lS]Tl
eco-education and eco-development and based on- carrying capacity study of the Eco-sensitive Zone; .

~(if)’ no new construction of any kind shall be allowed within the Eco-sensitive Zone except the activity listed at
-item No. 30 relating to Eco-Tourism Facilities like home stays, 10peways kiosks, funiculars, etc. under
column (2) of the Table in para 3;

(iif) till the Zonal Master Plan is approved development for.tourism and expansion of existing tourism activities

- shall be permitted by the concerned regulatory authorities based on the actual site spemf‘ c SLrultl]’llS&llOl’] and
recommendation of the SESZMC; ‘

{iv) the tourlsm activities shall also form a component of the Zonal Master Plan.

(12) Natural Herltage— The sites of valuable natural heritage in the Eco-sensitive Zone shall be tdentlf' ed and
incorporated in the Zonal Master Plan; ail the gene pool reserve areas, rock formations, waterfalls, springs, gorges,
groves, caves, points, walks, rides, cliffs, etc. in the Eco-sensitive Zone shall be preserved; the State Government shall
draw up proper plan for their protection and conservation within six months from the ddte of publication of this
"Notification and such plans shall form part of the Zonal Master Plan,

(13} Noise pollution.- The Environment Department or the State Forest Department of Sikkim shall be the authouty to
draw up guidelines and regulations for the control of noise.pollution in the Eco-sensitive Zone in accordance with the
provisions of the All‘ (Preventicn and Control of Pollution) Act, 198 1( 14 of 1981). :

(14) Air Pollution.-The Environment Department ‘or the State Forest Department of Stqum shall be the authority to
draw up guidelines and regulations for the control of air pollution in the Eco-sensitive Zone in accordance with the
_pro ovisions of the Alr (Prevent:on and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, . :

(15) Dlschar.ge of effluents.- The discharge of treated efﬂuent in Eco-sensitive Zone sl_iall be in‘accordance with the
provisions of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 (6 of 1974).

{16) Selid Wastes,.- Disposal of solid wastes shall be as under:-

i.  The solid waste dispo'sal in Eco-sensitive Zone shall be carried out as per the provisions of the Municipal Solid-
Waste (Management and Handlmg) Rules, 2000 published by the Central Government vrde notification number -

8.0. 908 (E), dated the 25t September 2000;

ii.  the local authorities shall draw up plans for the segregat:on of SOlld wastes mto biodegradable and non-
biodegradable components,

iii. = the biodegradable material shall be recycled preferably through composting or vermiculture;

iv.  the inorganic material shall b¢ disposed of in an environmentally acceptable manner.
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( 17) Bio-medical Waste.- The Bio- Med:cal Waste disposal in the Eco-sensitive Zone shall be carried out as per thé
provisions of the Bio-Medical Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 1998 pubhshed by the Central Government
vide Notification humber $.0. 630(E), dated the 20" July, 1998. .

(18) Vehicular Traffic.- The vehicular movement of traffic shall be regulated in a habitat frlendly manner and spec1f ic
provisions in this regard shall be incorporated in the Zonal Master Plan and till such time as the Zonal master. plan is
prepared and approved by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, the SESZMC shall monitor the comphance of
vehicular movement as per the rules and regulations in force,

3. Activities to be prohibited and regulated within the Eco-sensitive Zone.- All activities in the Eco- Sensitive"Zone
shall be governed by the provisions of the Envnronment (Protection) Act, 1986 and be regiilated in the manner specifi ied
in the T‘able below, namely:- ‘

e

TABLE
SNo. | Activity - Prohibited Regulated Permitted - Remarks .
(1 S @ 3) (4) (3) (6)

1. Commercial Mining, Yes - - (a) A[l new and cx:s‘ung
stone quarrying and mining (minor and major |. - -
crushing units. minerals), - stone

quarrying and erushing
units are - prohibited
except for the domestic |
needs of bona fide local
‘ : residents. )
.2, | Felling of trees. - Yes - (a) There shall be no
felling of trees on the
| forest or Government or
revenue or private lands
without prior permission
of the  competent
authority - in ‘the State
Government,
(b) the felling of trees
shall* be. regulated in
accordance  with - the
provisions - of  the
concerned  Ceniral - or
'State Act and the rules
. R made thereunder. .
3. '| Setting up - of saw Yes - - :
| mills. .
4. Setting  up of Yes - - No new or expansion of
"| industries  causing ' existing polluting:
water or.air or soil or industries:  shall  be
noise pollution. permitted  within _the
Eco-sensitive Zone.-

5. Use or production of. Yes - - S
any hazardous
substances. . . .

6. | Commercial ‘ Yes - - No new commercial
establishment of ‘ | establishments such. as

1 hotels and resorts. hotels and resorts shall -
: be permitted within the
. _ Eco-sensitive Zons.

7. Commercial use of Yes - - :
firewood. :

8. - | Commercial  water - Yes - (&) The extraction of

' resources  including surface water and ground -
ground ' water water shall be aliowed

| harvesting. .-~ only for- bona [fide

agricuftural  use  and

domestic consumption of

| the occupier of the land;

(b) ‘the extraction of
surface water and ground
water for -industrial or
commercial Toouse
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| including the amount
that can be extracted, .
shall ~require  prior
written permission from
the = doncerned'
Regulatory Authority;

(¢} no sale: of surface
water or ground water
shall be permitted;

(d) steps. shall be taken
to prevent contamination
or. pollution of water|
- from.  any solrce

. , _ _ including agriculture.* .
9. Establishment of Yes . - Setting up of new hydro-’
new . major i N electric power - plants
hydroelectric ‘ E . . : ' (dﬂms,. tunng]ing’ and
projects. ' . ' ) construction of
' reservoit) and expansion
of existing planis in the
Eco-sensitive Zone s
prohibited except the
micro - hydel  power.
projects (Up fo 100KW)
or the mini hydel power .
projects . (from 101 to i
2000KW), which would -
serve the energy needs j
of the “local
cominunities, -subject fo 1
.| consent of the concerned _
‘| ‘Gram - Sabha and all o
other = requisite g
. ) . S ciearances. L
10. Erection of electrical - ' Yes . - .. | Promote . underground :
' cables and : : ' : cabling. '
telecommunication ‘ ' : L
. towers. ) . . . ‘ o
11. Ongoing agriculture ‘ - S - ‘ ‘ Yes ' oo
and  horticulture - _ o - : 5
practices by .local o . o - : o : : S
communities along ' ' ' : ‘ '
with dairies, dairy |, _ _
farming, - ' : ' . L
. aquaculiure and ’ : ' " o
fisheries. ‘ , ‘ : :
‘12, | Rain water - : - Yes Shall  be  actively ‘ 3‘
harvesting. o 1 : ‘ " | promoted. :
13. Fencing of existing - o Yes ‘ - 3
" | premises of hotels
.| and lodges. . ‘
14. Vegetative fencing o . N Yes
15, | Organic farming. - | - : - ~ Yes - .| Shall be actively
: N ' _ . | promoted.
16. Widening and - ' Yes - Shall be done -with
: strengthening of . o ) _ proper - Environment
existing roads and | _ ‘ Impact Assessment and
construction of new : s : mitigation measures, as
roads. : ' : applicable. .
17. . | Movement of T - 1 Yes - For commercial purpose.
vehicular. traffic -at : o B :
. night, ' o - : : ; o
18, Introduction . of | - " Yes ' - - P
‘ exotic species. : : ‘ L : ‘ L S ol
19, Undertaking - Yes : - : - B ' '
activities related to
‘tourism  like . over-

-

L7 4 wmeq
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flying the sanctuary
area by  hot-air
balloons, ete. :

20, Protection of hill - Yes -
slopes and. river s

. banks. - . - )

2L Discharge of Yes - -
unitreated  effluents o
and solid waste in
natural water bodies

: _or land area. . .

22, Discharge- of treated - Yes - Recycling  of  treated
" effluents in natural effluent  shall be
water bodies or land encouraged  and  for
area. disposal - of sludge or

: solid wastes, the existing
regilations  shall  be |
. , “followed.

23. Commercial  Sign - Yes -
boards and
hoardings. . .

24. Adoption of green - - "Yes Shall be actively

' technofogy for all ’ | promoted. :
activities. :

25, - | Cottage  industries - - " Yes
including village :
artisans, efc, -

26. | Small scafe - Yes - Nen  polluting, * non-
‘industries not : hazardous, ~ small-scale
causing pollution. and service  industry,

: : agriculture, floriculture,
hotticulture  or  agro-
based industry producing
products from
indigenous goods fromn
the Eco-sensitive Zone,
which do not cause any
adverse * impact  on

: environment.

27. New wood based’ Yes - - No establishment of new
industry. wood  based  industry
. shall be permitted within

of Eco-sensitive Zone,

28 Collection’ of Forest - Yes -
produce or Non- )

Timber -Forest

. Produce (NTFP}. )

29. Construction . Yes - - No new construction of
activities any kind shall be

1 allowed within the Eco-
sensitive Zone, except
“for.the domestic needs of
local residents including
the activities listed _at

| item numbers 12, 25, 30
and 31. In the case of
activities listed at item
number 26, ©  the
construction activity
shall ‘be regulated and
kept-at the minimum.

30. - Eco-tourism - Yes -

| facilities like home

stays, ropeways, -
“kiosks, funiculars,
etc.
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31 Security . Forces o .. Yes .
32, Use of plastic carry | - Yes - .- ¢ 0 - : -
© - | bags. : : R
4. State Level Eco-sensltlve Zone Momtormg Committee.— (I) The Central Government shall for effective-

- monitoring of the Eco-sensitive Zone, constitute a Committee to be called the State Level Eco—sensmve Zone Monitoring -

Commtttee (SESZMC) for the State of Sikkim which shall comprise of:-

(i) Chief Secretary, Government of Sikkim—Chairman; :

(iiy “Representative of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Regtona] Ofﬁce Sh]llong —Member
(iii)  Chief Conservator of Forests-Territorial--—Member; ‘

(iv) Representatrve from State Pollution Control Board—Member

vy One representatlve of Non- governmentaI Orgamzatlons worklng in the field of envlronment to be
nominated by the Government of Sikkim -- Member;

{vi) Representative of Rural Management Department, Government of Slkklm Member

(vii) Representative of Govind Ballabh -Pant Hlmalayan Institute of Envrronment and Development Srkklm
~~Member;

{vitiy Representatlve of Agrlculture Department Government of Slkklm Member;

(ix) Representative of Urban Development and Housmg Department Government of Srkklm Member

. () Concemed District Collector-—Member;
(xi) Concerned Divisional Forest Officer, Environment —Member;
(xii) Director, Department of Environment—Member'Secretary. :

- ) The SESZMC shall monitor the comphance of the provmmns of thlS not1ﬁcatlon

(3} The activities that are covered in the Schedule to the notification of the Government of India in the Mmrstry of -
~ Environment and Forests number $.0. 1533(E), dated the 14" September, 2006, and. are falling in the Eco-

_ sensitive Zone, except the prohibited activities as specified in column (3} of the Table under pdra 3, shall be .
scrutinised by the SESZMC based on the actual site-specific conditions and referred to the Central Government in
the Ministry of Environment and Forests for prior environmental clearances under the provisions of the said
notlﬁcatlon :

(4) The activities that are not covered in the Schedule to the notiﬁeatlon of the Government of India in-the Ministry -
of Environment and Forests number 8.0, 1533(E), dated the 14 September, 2006 but are falling in the Eco-
sensitive Zone;, except the prohibited activities as specified in column {3} of the Table undéer para 3, shall be -
scrutinised by the SESZMC based on the actual srte-speelﬁc conditions and referred to the concerned Regulatory

. Authorities. .

{5) The Chalrman or the Member Secretary of the SESZMC shall be competent to file complamts under section 19 of
the Environment (Protectlon) Act, 1986 agamst any - person who contravenes any of the provrsrons of this
netification. :

© . (6) The SESZMC may invite representatives or experts from concerned Departments, representatjves from Industry '

Associations or concerned stakeholders to assist in its dehberatrons depending on the requlrements on issue to. -

issue basis.

(7) The SESZMC shall submlt the annual actton taken report of its. activities by 31* March of every year to the -

Central Govemment in the Mmrstry of Environment and Forests,

(8) The Central Government in the Ministry of Environment and Forests may give such directions, as it deems fit, to
the SESZMC for effective. dlscharge of its functions. : :

5. The provisions of this Nofification are subJect to the orders 1f any, passed or-to be passed, by the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India or the High Court. ‘ ‘ .

N\
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Annexure |

Map of Eco-sensitive Zone boundary together with its latitudes and longitude of extremes and extent,
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N . Co Annexure I
Village failing within the proposed Eco Sensitive Zone of Kyongnosla Alpine Sanctuary, East Sikkim.

SL_ | Name of the village Latitude

e

Longitude
No. ‘
Degree Minute . '.Seconds chl’ee Minute Sécoﬁds
1, .
¢ | Karponang 27 22 . 12 88 41 34
2. _
Changu 27 22 14 88 44 40
[F. No. 25/14/2013-ESZ/RE]
Dr. G. V. SUBRAHMANYAM, Scientist ‘G’
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