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CIRCULAR

Subject: Applicability of EIA Notification, 2006 for Cases where Land has been Acquired before EIA Notification, 1994.
It has been brought to the notice of this Ministry that an interpretation has been taken by some of the State Pollution Control Boards that EIA Notification, 2006 shall not be applicable for the projects for which land was acquired before the EIA Notification, 1994. Further, it has been observed that State Pollution Control Boards have issued NOCs/Consent to Establish (CTE) after 14th September, 2006 without advising the project proponent to seek prior EC under EIA Notification, 2006. In this regard, the following clarification is issued- 

(i) Since the EIA Notification, 1994 has now been superseded by EIA Notification, 2006, all project activities listed under the EIA Notification, 2006 shall require prior environment clearance under the said Notification without linking it to the date of land acquisition, if the project activity has not commenced at the site. 

(ii) Only such projects listed under EIA Notification, 2006 shall not require environment clearance under the said Notification which were not listed in EIA Notification, 1994 and for which NOC was issued on or before September 14, 2006. 

(iii) All such projects listed in both EIA Notifications, 1994 and 2006, shall require prior environment clearance irrespective of issue of NOC if the project related activity has not yet commenced at site. The validity of NOC should not be extended without asking the proponent to seek prior environment clearance under the EIA Notification, 2006. 

Contd. 
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2.
In view of the above, it is advised to the State Pollution Control Boards not to grant/extend/revalidate NOC/CTE without advising the proponent to seek environment clearance under EIA Notification, 2006 for the projects which were listed in EIA Notification, 1994 and are now also listed under EIA Notification, 2006 even if they have acquired the land before January 1994. All such projects, which were issued NOC/CTE before September, 2006 and listed in both the Notifications, but have not commenced project activities at the site shall not start project activity now without obtaining prior environment clearance under EIA Notification, 2006 even if the land was acquired before January 1994. 

3.
This has approval of the Competent Authority.

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
  (Sanchita Jindal)

    








     Additional Director

To:

1. All State Environment Departments

2. All State Pollution Control Boards

3. All Officers of IA Division, MoEF 

4. UT Administrations
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