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INDIAN FOREST SERVICE (IFS) 

Evolution of Service 

· India is one of the first countries in the world to have stated scientific 

management of its forests.   

·During 1864, the then British India Government started the Imperial Forest 

Department and appointed Dr. Dietrich Brandis, a German Forest Officer, 

Inspector General of Forest in 1866.   

· Imperial Forest Service existed from 1865 to 1935. 

· IFS, one of the three All  India Services, was constituted in the year 1966 

under the All  India Service Act, 1951 by the Government of India. 

 

 

 



MANDATE OF IFS 

·All India recruitment to bring uniform standard of forest administration 

throughout the country 

·Conservation of existing forest and wildlife 

·Afforestation and regeneration of degraded areas 

·Training and research in the field of forestry 

·Capacity building of stakeholders 

· Implementation of  various Policies and Legal Instruments 

· International Cooperation 

 



Recruitment process  

Recruitment through: 
 

 (i) UPSC through annual competitive examination  (Direct Recruitment )   

   - Till 2013 separate examination process 
   - Combined Preliminary Examination since 2014 

   Probation period is 2 years. 

�ƒ Foundation Course at LBSNAA   : 3.5  Months 

�ƒ Professional Course at IGNFA                       : 16.5 Months 

�ƒ On-the-Job Training                    :  4.0  Months 

 

 (ii) Appointment by promotion i.e. from State Forest Service to IFS (Induction) 

        Training is for 3.5 months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


