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Madame President:
Over sixty years ago, the Green Revolution in wheat was launched from
Mexico with the development of new high-yielding varieties at CIMMYT.
Today, Madame President, the word Sonora still resonates in my
country.
The time is now for us to launch an EverGreen Revolution from Mexico,
a revolution that will trigger innovations in low-carbon technologies for
energy, transport, agriculture and other areas. That is why yesterday, at
the meeting chaired by the President of Mexico, I suggested that this
Cancun meet take a decision to establish a CGIAR-like network of which
CIMMYT is a part. I am pleased that the President warmly supported
this idea which also received enthusiastic backing from Mexico’s Nobel
Laureate in Chemistry Mario Molina.
Last year, at Copenhagen I had spoken about India’s profound
vulnerabilities to climate change and had described the actions being
taken by us domestically and voluntarily to respond to this challenge in a
proactive manner. Let me give you a quick update on what we have done
since then.
First, we have announced that we will reduce the emissions
intensity of India’s GDP by 20-25% by the year 2020 on a 2005
reference level, through proactive policies. India’s Twelfth Five Year
Plan, to be launched on April 1, 2012 will have, as one of its key pillars, a
low-carbon growth strategy. Detailed work on this has already begun and
is available in the public domain keeping in view our deepest
commitment to transparency and accountability.
Second, we have taken firm steps to diversify our energy fuelmix. 20,000 Mw of solar power generating capacity will be set up by
2022 and the present share of nuclear power in our energy mix, which is
3% today, will be doubled over the next decade. A major market-based
programme has been put in place to stimulate energy efficiency. We have
imposed a clean energy cess on coal for funding R&D of clean energy
technologies, even though coal will continue to play a key role in our
future energy strategy. We have aggressively expanded the use of natural
gas in our power production.
Third, we are pursuing aggressive strategies on forestry and
coastal management. India’s 70 million hectares of forests have not
only ecological, but also livelihood significance, as they support the
livelihoods of 250 million people. We are launching an ambitious Green

India Mission to increase the quality and quantity of forest cover in 10
million hectares of land. We have also launched a major new programme
on coastal zone management to address the adaptation challenges facing
over 300 million people in our country that live in vulnerable areas near
our coast.
Fourth, we have set up an elaborate Indian Network for
Comprehensive Climate Change Assessment—an Indian IPCC
as it were. This network of some 250 scientists and 120 research
institutions has already published India’s greenhouse gas inventory for
the year 2oo7. It has recently released a 4x4 assessment of climate
change—impacts on four key sectors and four key regions of the country
for the 2030s, a time frame for which decisive interventions can be made
now. This network is soon going to be putting in place a programme for
measuring, monitoring and modelling the impact of black carbon which
could have climate change and public health impacts.
Fifth, we are actively engaging in partnerships with our
neighbours and other countries to deal with climate change.
India and Bangladesh will soon enter into an agreement to establish an
Ecosystem Forum on the Sunderbans, which is the world’s largest
riverine delta system. India, Nepal and China have started an ecosystem
regeneration initiative in the holy Mount Kailash landscape. India has
financed the establishment of a South Asian forestry centre in Bhutan
and a coastal zone management centre in Maldives. We are talking to our
AOSIS partners to launch a capacity building and technical assistance
programme for scholars and experts from SIDS countries.
Madame President, India is constructively engaged in the process of
international negotiations. You are aware that we have made detailed
proposals on the MRV/ICA issue as well as on technology cooperation. I
am happy that these proposals have evoked considerable support. These
proposals have been made to stimulate discussion and arrive at a
consensus on both these issues.
Ecological preservation and celebration of biodiversity is embedded in
Indian culture in myriad ways. India will not only be amongst the fastest
growing economies in the world as measured by GDP—Gross Domestic
Product—but will also be amongst the most responsible in ensuring a
high rate of growth of the real GDP—Green Domestic Product. That is
my solemn assurance to the world community today on behalf of the
Government of India. Environmental stewardship demands responsive
leadership. That is India’s calling. Thank you.

