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THE INDIAN FOREST ACT 1927

-

(Acr No 16 OF 1927)

{215: Sep!ember 1927]

An Act to cousohdate thc ]aw relatmg to forests the transit | of farest-
producc and thc duty lev1able on timber . and other forest—produce

e WE[EREAS :t i$ expedient to consohdate the Iaw relatmg to forcsts the tranS1t of forést: roducl
and the duty lev:abie on trmbcr and other forest produce It IS hcraby enacted as f‘oHows :—p— ¢

PRELIMINARY

1. Short title and exteut—-{]) This . Act mziy bc-r called the Indian Fores{ Act 1927
/ T
A 1t extends to the whole of India cxcept the territories which, immediately-b .
Novcmber 1956, were comprised in Part B States, Y eforer the Lt

. S (3) It apphes to the terrifories wluch, immediately before the 1st November, 1956, were compri-
: ' sed in the States of Bihar, Bombay, Coorg, Delli, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Punjab Uttar Prad?-,sh
and West Bengal; but the Government of any State may by notification in the Official Gazette bring
this Act into force? in the whole or any specified part of that State to which this Act extends and
whcre it iz not in force]

2. Interpretation - C[EUSCﬂIll this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
context,— ) o

(]) “catﬂc“. mcludcs _elephants, cameTs buffaloes, horses mares, ge]dings ponies, colts
fillies, mules, asses, p[gs VlﬂIIlS, “ewes, sheep, lambs, goats and k;ds ' R ’

/o

(7) “Forest officer” means any persop whom3 #hke e State .Goverpment. of agj
empovered by3 #¥* the State Government it this behalf, may appomt to carry ourt a?iyo?fjr?; :
of the puposes of- tlis -Act or fo-do anything reqmred by thrs Act or any rule made thercunder :

' fo be douc by aForest oﬂicer _ - e :

i Subs by the Adapiallon of Laws (No 3y Order, 1956 for sub -sections (3) a1d (3)

3. This Act has been declared to be-in force inihe: Khorrdrnals District by the Khonﬁ \ - .
© . (dof 1936), 5. 3 and Sch ar-d g !hc Angul D:s(r[ct by the' Anpul Laws’ _{gegulaher 19?{;1'(55151'\;593}{6??{%“::{1 {S?:JIIG

= This Act hag been extendccl to — - .

(I) Ecrar (pactially) by the’ Berar. Laws Act t941 (4 of 1941 )
(2) Tlie Province ‘of Coorg, .see Coorg Gazette, 1930 Pt T . 94
(3) The Delhii PrO\:u]cc see Gazette of Indla 1933, Pt TTA; p: 293.
(4) The whole of Madhva Pradesh, by M.P. Act 23 of 1958,

9 - - (5 Dadraand Nagpar Haveli, by ch 6 OH%J s-2.and. Sel: I(welf I- 7-[965)

' (6) Pondicherry by Reg. 7 011963, 5. 3 and Scl. {w.e.f. 1-10-1963),
— : {7} Goa, Daman and Diu by Reg 1T of 1963,5. 3 and Scb.: and ) o
: L ' ®)- Laccadwc, Minicoy and Amindivi Islands; by the Reg: 8 of 1965, 5.3 and Sch.(w.ef. £-10-1957).
1 'The words 1heGG ir €., 'oc” amitfed by ike AO [uq;- o
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2 o . Indian Forest dct, 1921 - [Soetions 2—4] -

I

3 “forcsv-o[fcncc .means an offcncc pumshab]c under this Act or undcr any rulc made -
thcrcundcr, ) : :

(4) "forcs[—producc lﬂCludcs— - S ._ E _'--l
(a) lhc followmg whcthc[ found in, or brouoht from a forcst or not that i3 ‘to say —

l:unbcr, charcoai caautChouc catcchu, wood 011 résin; natural vamlsh bark
, 'lac mahua ﬂowcrs mahua sccds l[kuth} and my:abo]ams ‘and - o

: (b) thc followmg whcn f'ound in, o brought f'rom a forcst that is to say

(:) trecs and lcaw:s ﬁowcrs ami fru;ts aud a]l othcr parts or producc not hcrcm—-
) bcforc mcntloncd of trees, ,

(u) plants not bcmg trees (mcludmg grass, crccpcrs rccds and moss) aﬁd al{ L
parts or. producc of’ 'l'such plauts _ e

(:v) peat, sucface. soil, rock, and mmcrala (mcludmg lime-stone, laterite, mineral
oils, and all products of mines or quarries);

/ Y(44) “owner” includes a Court of Wards in rcspcct of propcrty uudcr the superintendence
AR or eharge of such Court] .

(5) *‘river” includes any stream, éanal, creck or other channels, matural or ariificial:

_ @) “tunbcr includes trees when they have fallen or have been Felled, and all wood whcihcr
cut up or fashioned or hollowed out for any purpos¢ or not; and

(7) “trec” includes palms, bamboos, skumps, brush-wood and canes,

OF. RZEJS.E.RYED 3 FORES’I"S‘

3. Powcr tcr réserve fore_sts-—Thc State Govcmmcnt ma.y c:onshtutc any forcst—!and or waste- laud, L
. ‘which is the property of Gavernment, or over which the Government has proprictary rights, or to the
. i . - whole ot any part of the forest- producc of whlch thc Govcrnmcnt is crml:lcd a rcscrved forest i in thc
- ©- .- - manner hcrcmaftcr provxdcd - :

4. NoUﬁcaUan by Sfatc Govermnent (l) thncvcr IL has been. dcc:dcd to constitute any 1and'
a rescrved forest, ” the State Govcmmcnt shall issuc a notification in thc Oﬂic:al Gazette—

(z_i) declaring tl;'a_t,it has been d;cid;d to po_nstitptc such land a reserved forest;

{b) specifying, as nearly as possible, the situation and limits of such land; and
1. Ins. by Act 26 of 1930, 3. 2.
" 2, Tos. by Act 3 of 193312,
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3 . o . Indian Forest Act, 1927

|Sections 4—8)

. {(¢) appointing an officer (hereinafter called ““the Forest Settlement-officer™) to inquire into
“and determine the existerce, nature and extent of any rights allegea to exist in favour of any per- -
* son in or over-any land comprised - within such limits or in ‘or over any forest-produce, and to -
~deal -with the same. as provided. in -this Chapter. L I T

s Explanaiidn’.ﬁ-'-For the purpose ‘of clause (b), it 'élfall be sufficient to describe the Timits of the
- forest by roads, rivers, ridgss or other well-known or readily. intelligible boundaries.” - -

. (2) The ofﬁcérfabp_oiﬁtcd under .clause (cf); bf@ub—éét';tib'r-l (1) -éll_'ail_ ordinarily be a person’ not -
* - holding any fgpegt-oﬂice'excem that- of Forest Se‘ttlerment—oﬂic_er_. ‘ S S -

- - (3) Nothing in this section shall preveiit the State Government frérﬁ"aﬁb-oihtiﬁa ﬁny huhibér
. af officers not exceeding three, not more than one of whom' shall be a person. holding aﬁy forest-office -
- . except as afgresaid, to perform the duties of a Forest Settlement-officer under this Aet,” . .- - . -

S Birel s : ~After 1 f a notification under scction 4, no right shall
be acquired in or over the land comprised in such notification, except by succession or under a grant

or contract in writing made of entered into by or on behalf of the Government or some persen in
whom such right was vested when the notification was issued; and no fresh clearings for cultivatign

-or for any other purpose shall be made in such land exceptin accordance with such rules ag may be
made by the State Government in this behalf. ] . ; )

6. Proclamation by Forest Settlement-officer—When a notification has been issued under section
4, the Forest Settlement-officer shall publish in the local vernacular in every town and village in the
neighbourhood of the land comprised therein, a proclamation— S

(a) specifying, as nearly as pqss'ible,_ the situation and Limits of the proposed forest-

() explaining the consequences which, as hereinafter provided, will ensure on the reser-
vation of such forest; and - y T )

(c) fixing a period of not'1éss than three months from the date of such,prbc[aﬁlation and

requiring every person claiming any right meationed in séction 4 or section 5 within such period .- -
either to present {o the Forest Settlement-officer a writfen notice specifyiag or to appear g;rf:jﬂrtél o

o hum -and -state, the nature of such right snd the amoun: . and particulars of the ¢ L e OIC
o (if any) claimed in respect thereof. ™ - - o S ompensation

. .- 7. Inquiry by Forest- Settlement-officer—The Forest Séttlement-officer shalltake down ja w itin
- . all statemeats made under section 6, and shall at some convenient place inquire into al] Ciail:ﬁsrii :ﬁf:,'
“preferred under that section, and the existence of any righits mentioned in secfion 4 orsection 5 a 31

- notclaimed under section 6- so far as the same may be ascertainable from the records of Gévergmen
 ard the evidence of any personis likely to be acquainted with the same, - Jvergment

8. Powers of Forest Settlement-officers—For the purpo's_c of such inquiry, th.e Fo-rést- Sett]
ment-officer may exercise the following powers, thal is to say — S e

(e) pm\;cr to enter, by himself or any - officer aut]jor.iscd'by him for ¢

: : . he purpos "
land, and to survey, demarcate and make a map of the same; and ' p P. € PO any

- ()] the'powers of a-Civil Court in the trial of suits.

-
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4. L, Indian - Forest Aet, 1927 [Sections 9--11].

9, Extinction of nghts—nghts' in respect of which mo claim has been preferred under section "6, -
- and of the existence o whick no knowledge has been acquired by ingniry under section 7, shall be . .
_ extinguished, unless before the notification under section 20 is pubhshed the person claumng them'
satisfies the Forest Seftlement-officer that he had sufﬁcnent causg for not prefemng such clalm wnthm '
‘the penod fixed uuder secuon 6. - : , : :

- 10 Treatment of claims relating to practxce of sluftmg cultwahon—(!) In. the case of ‘a’ claun -
relating to the practice of shifting cultivation, the Forest Settlement-officer - 'shall record a statement . .-
. sefting forth the particulars of the claim and of any local rule or order under which the practnce is..
-~ allowed or regulated, and submit the statement to the State Government, together with- h.lS opmmn- .
s -asto whether the practme should be permttted or pmlnbited whul]y or m part o

- (2) On recelpt of the statement and opmxon, thc State Govemmeut may make an order permxt~ o
o tmg or. prohtbltmg the prachcc wholly or in part ST . o '

'; , -" (3_‘) Ifsgic]i priac‘i_iee i‘s p_ermitted _whei_Iy or irn"part,‘-thc' Fe_regt:"iseitﬂeteenteiﬁcer_ ﬁiey zii-fa_ege‘fer :

: (a) by altenug the limits of the land under “settlement  so as to ‘exclude land of sufficient
" .. extent, ofa suitable kind, and in a locality reasonably convement for the pu:posesof the cla:mantS,
. OF .

(b) by causing certain poitions of the Tanid under settlement to bg separately demsrcated,
and | glvmgpermlsswn to the clannants to practnce shifting cultivation therein under such’ condltmns'

as he may prescribe. - L ) ) Co
4 All arra.ngemeuts made ll[ldCl aub-sectmn {3) shall be sub_]ect to the prevmus sanction to the ‘
State Govemment. R

(5) The practlee of shifting cultivation shall in all cases be deémed a privilege subject to control,
restrtctlon and abohhlon by the State Govemmcnt

) 11. Power to acqmre ]and over which right is claimed—(I) In the-case of a clalm to a right in or
~ over any land, other than a right-of way-or right of pasture, or'a right'to forest-produce or a water- - -
coufse, the Forest Settlement oﬁicer shall- pass an ordcr admtttmg or: rejectmg the same in Whole or -

in;: part
: (2) .‘It"such'claiin is admitted in whole or in part, ‘thié Fereét, Settiemenf4oﬁicer _shalt eiihef——
(1‘) exclude such' land frdm the liniiis of the, prdposed férest- "o‘r '
(u) come to an agreement Wlth the owner thercof for the surrender of hjs nghts ot

- (m’) proceed to acquu'e such land n the manner provuied by the Land Acqmsmon Act : R
1894(lof1984} _ , I _ o o T

- () For the purpose of 50 acquiring, S'uch' Ea‘ndé

{m the Forest Settlement- oﬂicer shall be deemed to be a Collector roceedm mei [1
" Land Acquxs:tlorl Act, 1984 (l of 1894), , P g under the

(b) the clam:tant shall be deemed to be a person interested and appearing before him in
pursuauoe ofa notice glveﬂ undel section 9 of that Act;

y d(c) ttl-lxle pfO;lSlOﬁS of the precedmg SLCtlUﬂS of that Act shall be degmed tc have becﬂ com-
phied with; an .
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+ - who has made a claim uader this Act, ‘or any Forest-

s B _ Indian Forest Act, 1927 © [Sections 11—17) -

(d) the Cbllcctor; with -the consent of the c}ainianf—,' or 'thc'Court, with the consent of bot1_1 .

" parties, may award compensation in land, or partly in land and partly in ma ney.

- 12. Order on claims to rights of pﬁsturc to or [ores't-proii_uc-e;-.-lnr-_ the case of 'a'-cléi,m to'-rl;ghts of

- pasture or to forést-produce, the Forest Settlement-officer shail pass-an order admitting OF rejecting
~ the same in whole or-in part. Lo TR R ‘ _

" cany .der under section 12, ~shall record, so far as may be practicable, " S

13, Rék;bi-ﬂ—th be’,m'a'de-])y Forest Séft!eménf-oﬁicef+fhe 'Fbrést-settlcméﬁtfoiﬁcgr, when passing o

. '('z;)jthc:nan:ie,;father’s name, ca.-;ba, residence -i’:lllid occupation-.of the pém’qn cl?iimii;g the -
vight; ~and = .0 Lo R T TR DT The pen .

. (®) the desigaation; position and arca of all fields or groups of fields (i any), and the designa-

~tion and position of:all buldings (if any) in respect of-which the exercise of such rights is claimed.

Tegord the extentiowhichihedlatniens Aamit
c*cattlc Which the clatmant is from time to time cntitled to. graze in

uch pastute is permitted, the quantity of timber and other forest-
produce which he is from time to time authorised to take or receive, and such other particulars as
the case may require. He shall also record whether the timber or other farest-pioduce obtained by
the exercise of the rights claimed may be sold or bartered. S

15. Exercise of rights admitted—(I) After making such record the Forest Settlement-officer
shall, to the best of his ability, having dne regard to the maintenance of the reserved forest in respect

of which the claim is made, pass snch orders as will ensufe the continued exercise of the rights so
admitted. .

{(2) For tﬁis purpose the Forest Séttlement—oﬂiccr may—

(a) setout some other forest-tract of sufficient extent, and in a locality reascnably cdnveuicnt,-
for the purposes of such claimants, and record an order conferring upon them a right of pasture
or to forest-produce (as the case may be) to the extent sq admitted; or '

, ®) so- alter the limits of the proposed forest as to exclude forest-land of sufficrent e_x_tt_:_ht,
and in a locality reasonably convenient, for the purposes of the claimants; “or - s

() record an order, .continuing to such claimants a right of pasture or. to forest-produce, -
as the case may be, t0-the extent.so admitted, at such seasons, within such portions of the pro-.
_ posed forest, and under such rules, as may be made in this behalf by the State'Governmeng.
16, Commutation of rights—In- case the Forest Sett
. due regard 10 the mdintenance of the reserved forest, to-
. shall énsure the continued exercise of the said rights to the extent so admitted, he shall, subject to
_such.rules as the State Government may make in this belialf, commute such rights, by. the payment to
i‘ﬁ?h tfé";',l'SkOHSﬁt'Of a-sum of money inlicu thereot, or by the grant of fand; or in such other manner as.
-the thinks fit, - .. | e

lement-officer finds it. itn-possi ble having

. . - ; n': . ) 7 ) s
- 17. Appeal from order passed under section 11, section 12, section 15 or séction 16—Any person’

_ officer or other persoan generally or specially
empowered by the State Government iff this behalf, may, within three mnths from the date ot . the

order passed on such claip. by the Forest Settlement-afficer under section 11, section 12, section 15

, =G ; ent an appeal from such-order to such officer of the Revenue Départment, of rank
notlower than that of a Collector, as the State Government may, by notification in the Offeial Gazette,
appoint to hear appeals from such orders - : : :

Provided that the State Governnmyent ﬁiay cp_tablisﬁ'a Cdurt(he'reir-zeift'cz" called the Forest Court)

composed  of three persons to be appointed by the State Government. ang' when the Forest Court
has been so established, alfsuch appeals ghall be presented 1o it, S

-

make such séttlemment under section 15 as
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& - . Indian Forest Act, 1927 [Sections 18—20)

- 18. Appeal under section 17—(1) Every appeal uhder,scction 17 shall be made by petition in

writing, and may be delivered to the Fogest Settlement-officer. whe shall forward it without delay to

the authority competent to hear the same.

';1 prescribed for the time being for the hearing of appeals in matters relating to land-revenue,

- (O IF. the appeal.bé 16 an officer appointed under seofion 17, it shall be heard in the ‘manner

IR} ‘the' appeal.gbcitq' the Forest Court the Court shall fix a day and. a convenient place in the

nei g'hbourhoodfoﬂthc proposed forest for hearing the dppeal, and shall give notice thexfc(_)f to the parties, - -

. and shall bear such appeal accordingly, o

' ) The order pds'scd on the aprpeail_ by sucl o‘fﬁégr or Court, -or by the majbrit‘y of the inemliem ‘

‘of such Court, as the case may be, shall, subject only te fevision by the State Governmeni, be' final -

. 19. Pleaders—The State Government, or any.person who has made a claim " under this Act
© . may appoint any person te appear, plead and act on. its or his. behalf before the Forest Settlement.
" officer, or the dppellate officer or Court, in the course of aiy. inquiry or-appeal under this Act. -

e

ing forest 'réseﬁéci:{ iW 2n the folioWIug eveats have occurred, namely ;- —

R ) .

{a) the period fixed under section 6 for preferring claims have elapsed and all claims if any
made under that section or section ¢ haye been disposed of by the Forest Setilement-cfficer;

_ {b) if any such claims have beea niade, the period linﬁtcd_by_section 17 for appealing from
the orders passed on such ‘claims has elapsed, and all appeals (if any) presented within such
d ' .

period have been disposed of by the appellate officer or; Court ag

_(c) all lands (if ahy) to be included ig the proposed forest, which the Forest Settlerent -
officer has, uader section 11, elected to acquire undcr the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (I of 1894),
have become vested in the Government under section 16 of that Ack, .

the State Government shall publish a notification ‘in the Qfﬁcial Gaz_ettc, specifying deﬁnitcly;
according to boundary-marks erected or-otherwise, the limits of the forest which is to be reserved,
and declaring the same to-be reserved from a date fixed by the notification. o .

2y Flror'nr the dat_é so fixed such forest shall be deemed to béafeséwed forest. -
21.. Publication of translatiop of such notification in ﬂeighbaurlmod of forest—The' Forest-officer
" -to be published in every town and village in -the-neigl_ibcurho'o_d' of ihe forest. .

shall, before the date fixed” by such notification, cause a translation thereof into the local vernacular -

nder section’15 or section 18—The Stafe Governmen|
; ton of ‘any notification. under “section 20,. revise any
‘arrangement made under section 15 o1 section i8, and may for this purpose rescind or modify any
‘order madelundér section 15 or section 18. anddirect that any one of the proceedings specified in
section 15 - be taken in liew of any other of such proceedings, or that the rights admitted under sec-
tion 12 be commuted under section 6. o o o ' :
\; .

23. Noright acquired over reserved lorest; except as here provided—No righ( of any description shal)
bhe acquired in or ¢.ver a reserved fovest except-by succession or uader a Brant or contract in writing
made by or on behalf of the Government or seme person in whom such night was vested when the
notification under section 20 was issued - | : - ' ' R '
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‘q ‘ < Indian Forest det, 1927 = ' “{'Se’ctions 24-26)

24. Rights not to be alienated without sanctioﬁ—'(l) ,Notwiﬁhstinding'ﬁnythiﬁg confainéd in sec-

‘tion 23, no right continued under clause (c) of sub-section (2) of section 15 shall be alienated by way of -

. grant, sale, lease mortpage or -qtherwise,-'\_vithout the sanction of the State G;ove'rhmcnt-:

o Povided that, Whén:an'y' such right |s appendant to any land or-hbu.&;é,-‘i't may. b_c—sd_ld.or: {_)'thcl'\ﬁse-

. alienated with’ suchland or house,

S (2)' No timber or other forest-produce obtained iq exercise ofj- ;—.i’rif'&uéh :L'.ig[’li :shélf-B'E_ séld or bar-. )

- tered except to such extent as may have.been admitted a the order recorded under. section 14

25. Power to stop ways dand water coiirses jin 'fesi':_r{f'éaj forests—The 'Fdrés;t-'ol-i'i%:éi-'_niay, with the

e previous sanction of the Stite Government or of any officer dyly authiorised by;it.in this behalf, stop

.- any public or private way or water-course jn a reservéd forest, provided thata substitute for the way or - -

.- water-course so stopped, which the State Government deems to ‘be. reasonably convenient already
_exists, or has.been provided or constricted by . the Forest-officer in ligu thereof, - o

(@) makes any fresh clearing prohibited by section 5, or

(b) sefsfiretoa reserved forest, or, in contravention of any rules made by the State Goverp- -

ment in this behalf, kindles any fire; or leaves any fire burning, in such manger as fo endanger
such a forest; . ! /

~or who, in a reserved forest—

. ' " (c) kindles, keeps or carries any fire except at such seasons as the Foi—es't—'oﬁic'er may uotify
in this behalf; : . .

- (d) trespasses o pastues cattle, or permits cattle to trespass:

(e) causes any dz;njage by negligeuce in felling any tre.é-qr—cuftin'g or dragging any timber;

(f} tells, girdles, lops, or hurns any teze o strips off the bark or [eaves frem, or otherwise
damages, the same: - N ‘ : .

" (g) quarries stone, burns itme or charcoal, or COl[ﬁcf&,\'Qibject‘s t alll'y'ﬁianﬁ‘faémrin'n Seoces:
o1 removes, any forest-produce : S o _ S »

- () clears or breaks up any land for cu‘itiya'ﬁon orany other pﬁr’posc C

L ) incontravention of any rules made in this behalf by the State -'Gov.ér'nmén't-hﬂﬁts ’s{iootsr
e . fishes, poisons wateror sets traps or snares;or - - ’ RS P
o (j) in any area in which the Elephants” Preseré'atioh'Adt,f
- kills or catches elephants _iu-cont_raven_tiou of any rules so made.

- Shall be punishable with imprisonment for o term which may ex;gjld‘ tal’ﬁ;{ moniths, of with fige whicl

-+ theforestas the convicting Court may dirct to be paid.

T (2) No[h’in'g in this se_ctioh shall be deemed to prohibjt—
- g : S N ,
{a) any act dane by permission i writing of the Forest-officir, or under any roile
¥ p - : n
-the state Government; or o L v rule made by :

() the exercise of any Tight co ntinued;ﬁnder clause (¢) of 'S-u-b'-section 2 -df g w-t't :
: ' Shoeey A o der ! ton.
created by graat or contract in writing ntade by or on behalf of tlie Govéml(ngul ;fi:a o1 or

1879, (6 of 1879y ‘not in force,

may extend.to five hundred-rupees, or with both, in addition 10 such coinpensation for g amage done to. -

—— e et s
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8 _ o “inatan  Forest. Act, 1927 * [Sections 26—'29]- _

(3) Whenever firs is caused wilt'_u!ly_ or by-gross negligence in a reserved forest, the State Govern-
ment may (notwithstanding that any pénalty has been inflicted “under this section) direct that in such .
forést or any portion thereof the exercise of all rights of pasture ot to forest-produce shall be suspended -
for such period as it thinks fit. -~ - 4 o . T e e
. "27. Pover to declare forest no louger resérved—(/) The State Government may, +#+ by notifica-

_tion in the Ofiicial Gazette, dir¢ct that, from a'date fixed by such potification, any foresi or_any pc‘-!-
tion theieof reserved under the Act shall cease to be a reserved forest. - 7. .7 T

any) which have been extinguished therein shall not revive in consequence of such c:,essation.'

o 7'-'('2) From the date o fixed, such forest. or portion .s_hal'l'cea{ée; to be reserved; but th’é' _righﬁ Gf

_—_— L CHAPTER B -

28. Formation of village-forests—(!) The State Goveroment may assign to any'villag&community
the rights of Government to or over any Iq.nd which has been constituted a reserved forests, and may
cancel such assignment. Al forests -0 assigned shall be called village-forests. : '

(2) The State Governmert may make rules for fegulating the management of village-forests
prescribing the conditions under which the community to which any such assignment is made may be
provided with timber or othe: forest-produce cr pasture, and their duties for the protection and  [m-
provement of such forest, ,

(3) All the provisions of this Act ;'efating to reserved forests shall (so fai as they are not inconsis-
tent with the rules so made) apply to village-forests. . .

.\- - 3 . _- - ‘.

~ .. CHAPTER IV . ,

.. OFPROTECTED FORESTS
29. Protected forests—(I) The State Government may, bj notification: in -_thé--OIﬁci;a'I-GaZét'te -

“declaré the provisions of this Chapter applicable to any forest-land or waste-land which iz not included

in a reserved forest but which is the proparty of Government, ot over which the Government has pro.

prietary ;‘igbts, orto thé whele or any pariof the-fo‘rest~prddu¢epf which the Government is entitled. -

- (2) The forest-land and waste-tands comprised it _aﬁy_suchnot'iﬁ-:c'atidu-'s!iaﬂ be called a “pr'o'te"ct-ed -
forest™. S A S
- £3) No such ﬁbriﬁe_at_idn shall be made ucless the nature and extend of the 1|ghts o'rf_rGorve:;mﬁen-t -
and of private persons in or over the forest-land or waste-land comprised thereir have been inquired -
into and recorded at a survey or settlement, or in such othér manner as the State Government think -

sufficient. Every such record-shall be. presumed to be-correct iintil the contrary is proved :

Provided that, if, in the Bpsc of any forest-land of waste land, the State’ Government tﬁi.u-k's tha.t'
~such inquiry ard record are necessary, but that they will occupy .uch leagth of time as in the meap.
time to endanger the rignis of Government, the State Government may, pending such inquiry and - .-
record, declare such land to"be a protected fotest, but soas not to abridge or affect any existing rights. -
of individuals or communities. : e T h

'lhe'wérd$ “subject 1o the control of lhe G.G. i C omilledrr_b}' A.0. 1937,
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30 Power to issue notification reserving frees, etc.—The State Government mﬁy, by notification

.in the Official Gazette,.— -

... (a) declare 2ny trees. or class of trees‘in a protected. forest to be reserved from a date fixed .

- by the’ notification;

-+ (b) declare thatany bortibﬁbfsudh for#étkpeciﬁéd in the notification shall Be rcioséd-fo.f-sut:h S
- tetm, not exceeding thirty years, as the State’ Government thinks fit; and that the rights of private =

_persons, if: any, ‘over- such portion shall be suspended duiing such terms, provided that -the
remainder of such forest be sufficient, and in alocality reasonably convenient; for the due exercise

- of the right suspended in ‘the portion so closed; or -~

.- () -prohibit, from a date fixed as aforesaid, the quarrying of stone, or the burning of lime or .
charcoal, or the collection or subjection t6 any manufacturing process, or removal of, any forest -

. - 'producein any such forest, and the breaking up or clearing for cultivation, for buildiﬁé for herd-.
. ingcattle.or for any other purpose, ofany land in any such forest: . - - . - . o

31. Publication of transfation such ntification in. nsighbourhood.—The Collector shall caiss.a

fication.

32. Power to make rules for protected forests—The State Government may 'm,a'ké rules to féguiate

the following imatters, namely —

.

' (a)'the'cu-t-tin'g-, sawing, conversion and removal of trees and timber, and the collection
manufacture and removal of forest-produce, from protected forests; : ’

(5) the granting of licences to the inhabitants of towns and villages in the vicinity of pro-
tected forests to take trees, timber or other forest-produce for their owa use, and the production
-and return of such licences by such persons; : ' :

(c) the granting of licences to persons felling or. removing trees or timber or other forest-
produce from such forests for the purpases of trade, and the production and return of such li-
JLences by such persons; : o o ' .

~(d) the payments, if any, to be made by the persons mentioned-in clauses 5) aﬁd (c) for per-
ission to cuf such trees, or to collect and femove such timber or other forest-produce; =

~ (e) the other payments, if any, fo be made by them in respect of suchtrees, timber ‘a-ﬂd pra-

. duce, and the places where such payment shall be made;

_{f) thé esamination of forest-produce passing out of soich Fﬁi:es‘t"s';j’ EEE

(g) the clearing and breaking up of land for cultiiratidi;-ar other purposes jo such forests:

tion 30 . - -

() -t'bé_pro'tcction.from fire of timber lyiugir_l'suc}i forests and of tr'ees‘ reserved -'j}.-.lndf-:rl SEc-

(i) the éuiti_n g g_f' grgss and pastﬁfiqg of cattle in such foreéts;". N

(i) lumting, shooting, fishiug, pbisoning water and setting traps or snares in such forests

 and the killing or catching of elephants in such  forests in areas i i e nhante
* Pieservation Act; 1879 (6 of 1879), is not in force; . o Wthh. ”}'3 -Elcpha_mts

(k) thgprotgcth_jn and managepient bf‘ra‘uy'_p'ortidh of aforest closed under srectio.ﬁ- 30: and

() theexercise of rights referred to in section 29,

[Indian Forest Act, 1927 ' _ -' [Septi;is 30—32] -

iransiatisrintodie ot %V?fﬁacmaﬁ OEEvery-Aotiics 165 1ssuedaunder section 30457 be affiked1n a-Q
conspicuous place in every town and village ia the neighbourhiood of the forest comprised in the noti-
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. [Sections 33—35)

SN0 1 - Indian Forest Act, 1927 -

Y (1)‘-Au5{ pe;scm'whq commits agiy__qf ti}'c following‘.oﬂienc_e_s., qamely‘ - .

B

" - 33. Penalties for acts in contravention of notification under section 30 or of rules under s

_ bark or leaves from, or otherwise damages, any-such tree; 7

.. (b) contrary to any prohibition under section 30, quarries‘aily stone, or Bums'aﬁy lime or
" charcoal or collects, subjectsto any manufacturing process, or removes any f orest-produce;

. (c) contrary t
- other purpose any land in any protected forest; _

1 (d) sets fire-to such forest, or kindles a firc without taking ail reasonable p_rc,cajjtiohs;to pre-

- vent its spreading to any tree reserved under section 30, whether standing fallen or foiled, or to -

) - .say.closed portion of such forest;.

(e) leaves bvrnfﬁg any fice lciiudilédjby him m the _vi@init'y of a_n_jf_such- tree-or closed portion;.

() fellsany tice or d (a'gs,éuj t'i'm_be? "s_‘o_.'i_s to damage any tree rescived as aforesaid; - .

ection 32—

- (a) felis; girdles, lops, taps or burns ariy tree reserved nnder ‘section 30, or. S'tripg off the

¢ any prohibition tader 'sccl:ior_r30, .btcaks up or Ac'lﬂars_'fof 'cultivation-éf .ai;jy-.-_ o

() permits catleto damage any Such tress =

{(h) infringes any rule made undel section 32,

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a teem which fnay extend to six months, or with fine which
may cxtend to five hundred rupees, or with both, . ) ;
7 :

'(2)'W henever fire is caused wilfully or by gross negligence in a protected -forest, the State Govern- -
ment may, notwithstanding that any penalty has been inflicted under this section, direct that in such

. forest or any portion thereof the exercise of anyright of pasture orto forest-produce” shall be suspen-
. : ded for such period as it thinks fit. .

.. 34. Nothing in this Chapter to prohibit acts done in certain cases—Nothing in this Chapter shall be

. deemed to prohibit any act done with the permission in writing of the Forest-officer, orin accordance

. with rules made under section 32, or, except as regards any portion of a forest closed under section 30,

' ot as regards any rights the exercise of which has been suspended vader section 33, in the exercise
of any right recorded under section 29. - . -

CHAPTER V. -

OF THE CONTROL OVER FORESTS AND LANDS NOT BEING THE PROPERTY OF
L U GOVERNMENT .o

35. Protection of forests for special. parposes—(Z) The State - Govérnment ay, . by noti-

fication i the_'Qf_ﬁcigl' (Gazgtte, reguiate or prohibit in'aay forest or waste-land—

(a) 'tli_e'. bi';ﬂ_king up or cléatiug:(ﬁf lan_ﬂ_ for cultivation;
(b) the pas-'turi'rng.'of cattle; or . _ ) 7 o
(c) tie firing or clearing of the vegetation,
"when such regulation or prohibition appears necessary for any of the following purposes. L
7' i) for protection a gainst'stt;tms, winds, rolling stones, foods and avalanches; :
- (#i) for the preservation of the soil on the ridges and slopes and in the valleys of hilly |

o

of Iand against erosion, or the deposit thereon of sand, stones or gravel;
(iify for the maintenance of 2 water-supply in springs, rivers and tanks; o
{7v) for the protection of roads, hridges, railways and oiherrlines of communjcation; . .

(¥) for the preservation of thle—'pu_b!ic healtl.

~ (2) The State Government may, for any such PUEPOSE, Construct at its awn expense, in Or - upen
any forest or wasle-land, such work'as it thinks fit, ' o : '

- tracts, the prevention of landslips or of the formation of revines, and torrents, or the protection -
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. A(3)‘ No notification shall be made undt_tr'suhas;ection (1) norshall any work be be nund ‘ . .
- section (2), until after the issue of & notice-to.the owney of such forest or land calling OgI?- him lgi;?ilg\:& I
. ‘cause, within a reasonable period to be specified in such notice, why.such notification should not: be-
- made or work constructed, as the case may he, and uitil his objections, if any, ‘and -any evidence .he’

may produce in support of the same, have been héard by an officer duly appointéd in . that- be}
and have been 'considert_ad by theState_qu'cmmcnt.v R y . P,P R al b_ehg.lt‘

_ *'26, Power (o assnme. managemént of forests-—(/) Tn. case of negledt of, or wilful disobedicnce 1o
- any regWation or prohibition under-section 35, ot if the purposes of any work to bé constructed under =~

. thaf section so require, the Stafe Governmient may, after notice in writing to the owner of such forest

~~ or land and after considering his objections, if any, place the same .under the control of a Forest-. -
* officer, and may delare that all or any. of the provisions of this Act felating to reserved - forests .

-shall apply to such forest or land. -

'(2) The net profits, jif_aﬁf,‘_a'rrisiryg from.the -mhaég&rﬁ_cnt_ bf _r;l'lchr_fpfést or Jand jsbéﬂ;l;c'rpai_d‘ to

-the said owner, . - -

EEP

» 31 Exprppriaft.i_éh'of fi)ré#é in cerfain cases—(1). In 'Ein}'-r-éa's‘e' unideér this Chapfér in which tﬁ
considersthatdnliey forest-ordandunder the controlofiaila Tiit

Joverament.c ithatd u-of plagingthe
7 the'same should beacq or publicpurposes; the Statetiovertiment may proceed  to acquire it in.
the manner provided by the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (1 of 1894). .
(?) The owner of any forest or tand comprised in any notification under seclion 35 may, at any
time not less than three or more than twelve years from the date thereaf, require that- such forest. or

land shall be acquired for public purposes, and-the State Government shall acquiré such fotest or
land accordingly, ' , ' o TR T

38. Protection of forests at request of owners—(/)} The owner of any land or, if there be more than
one owner thereof, the owners of shares therein amouniing in the aggregaté t6 at least two-thitdstherest
may, with a view to the formation or conservation of forests thereon, represent in writing to the Collec-
tor their desire— ' ' ' I

(a) that such land be managed on their behalf by the Forest-officer as a reserved or a protec-
~ ted forest on such terms as may be mutually agreed upon; or . - .

(b) that all or any of the povisions of this Act be ‘appljed such land.

(2) In either case, the State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, apply to such '
land such provistons of this Act as it thinks suitable {o the circumstances thereof and ab mhy be dedire

by the applicants. -

- CHAPTERVI
OF THE DUTY ON TIMBER AND OTHER FOREST-PRODUCE

S 39;:1"0'wer'to-iﬁ1p05e dutyr'o'n'_ﬁmbe_r'._an_d other 'f(gp;sg-pfacl_ugef(lj' The -1['(3@;7”1' 'Gove'rﬂmeﬁ't]' e
may levy a duty in such menner, at such places and at such'rates.as it may’deciare by notification in. .

the Official Gazette on all timber or other Eor_est_-pr:q‘quce_- _ |
" (a) whi.ch"isrpr'oduccdlip,2{thelterﬁtr}-rics t’o"a-v'hich'tlj_isr Act "e‘xt.ends]‘,- and in respect of which

the Government has any right; SRR , : -

- (b) which is brought from any place cutside [the territories to which this Act extends].

Tax L H o S S Tk .

& State

(2} ‘In every case in which such duty is directed to be levied ad valorem the YCentral Govémment- C

may fix by like n_ot_iﬁca.tion the value o wh’i_c?psuch_ duty shall be assessed.

], Subs. by the A. Q. 1937, for “L.G.”™. ‘ ) | —
7, Sibs. by 1he Adeptaticn of Laws {No. 3) Order, 1956, for “Part A States and Part C States”,
“. The proviso omitted by the A.0. 1937, BN

A e £ et 1288 B '

e s s ot i et e 125k e o oAt 1
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-

R €3 Aﬂ duties on timber or other forcét-’,produce‘\vhirch, at the time when this Aét‘cpﬁ-m ‘into force
- i any tertitory,.aie levied therein under the authority of the State Government, shalf pe deeined to
~ be and to‘ha,ve been duly levied under thc_- provisions of this Aet. e L

() thwithétaridiug.'éuyth'ing in-this section, the State Gov:éfnmeut may, untii pro.visibn tﬁﬂ;é- o
. - contrary 1s made by *{Parliarent), continue to levey any duty which it was lawfully fevying before the - -
- commencerments® of “fthie Constitution), under :this section. as thepn in force-: 77 IR

- Provided that nothifig in this sub-section authorises the levy of any duty which asc between timber

- orother forest-produce of the State and similar produce of the locdlity outside the 'S_tate','discrimi_nates- i

. 1t favour of thy former, or'which, in the case of timber or other forest-produce. of Tocalifiss cutside

. the State, discriminates betweén timber or other forest-produce of one locality and similiar timiber or .
other forest-produce ofanother locality.] - . P or s

PSS

3 ;40."Li-mit nat to épply. to .pjjrx;hasle .-mbuf:y or ré»j@lty%Nothing in-this Ch&pféfﬁhalj _'hbe-dec-‘iﬂed to ‘_" :
- lmjt the amount, if an ; chargeable as purchase-mgnéy or royalty on: any timber: )
: is Ioviett o , . ;

" - duce, although: the same mber Produce e i

- OF THE CONTROL OF TIMBER AND OTHER FOREST-PRODUCE IN TRANSIT
41, Power to makéj’_ﬁf& to regur];t'e. transit of forest produce~—(7) The control of all rivers and thejr

banks as regards the floating of timber, a8 wéll as'the control of ali timber and other forust-produce in
transit by land or water, is vested in the State Government, and it may make rules to regulate the
transit of all timber and other fore_sbpm_duqe. A o -

.,'(2) [.r; ;par-ticular— and wiiﬂ_out. prejudice to the génerﬁlity_ of the fo:egé.ihg p'ﬂ'wer sucix rulés may— -

. (@) PFCSCfibC the routes by 'Wbi‘-‘vh-ﬁioﬂﬁ' timlbér_;o.r bther fo'rqst;pro,dﬁéc may be impoftcd -
=" - -exported or moaved into, from or within' the State]; T ST o

(&) pr'(')hibitjt_herimpdqOI,EXpOL't.OI moving of such fimber or other produe without g pas’
" from an officer duly authorise d to-1ssue the same, or otherwise than in accordance with the cond;--
tions of such pass; - ) Cl - - ST R e o _

{c) VI'C’YOVj‘_ié for the issue; production and return of such passes and fo; the-payrient of fecs
thereroy; [ B '
() pfovide‘fog the sﬁoppagg, 1jepd§‘t'iu_g,'_ exaﬁ;iuatmn ahd Lﬁérkiug ot“-timbet"of other foreste -
- produce in transit, in respect of which there 13 reason to believe that any money is ayable to the
*-Government on account of the price therépf,'orpn; account of 'gny duty, fee, royalty or charge *.

1. 15, by the A.O. 1937 as amended by para. 2 and Sch. t the Governmeat of [ndia (Adaptation of [ndiag Law
.. Supplementary Order, 1937, o B Lo ..

2. Subs. by A. O. 1950, for “the Cénteal Legisiature®,

3. f.e. the 26th January, 719_50._ o R

'4."Su'bs‘ by the A, Q. '1950, for “Part L of L Joverpuzat of flﬂ;lil'{;r, 1935,

5. Subs. by the A, O, 1931, lof “Brirish Tndia”, o

Y
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due thex"cou, or, to which itis dcéirablé fcn)rfr the purposes of this Acf.fo nﬁ'ixa m@rk; ‘

- (e provide_fojr the establishment and regulation of dépoté- to, which such tnmb-é-rr or other
produce shall be taken by those in charge of it for examination; or forthe. payment of such money, .
or in. order that such marks may be affixed to it, and the counditions under which such timber or

E other produce shall "be brought to, stored at.and removed from such depots ;. .-

(f) prohibit the closing up of obstructing. of the chainel or banks of any river. used for the N
transit of timber -or other forest-produce, and the throwing of grass, brushwood, branches or

leaves into any such river or any act. which may cause such river to be closed or obstructed; -

* (g provide for the preventionor remova: of anj'obstfuctiqﬁ ofthe channel of-banks of any
- such rivér, and for. recovering the cost of such prevention or removal ﬁ_'om “the - person whose . -

.acts-or negligence necessitated the same;

() prohibyt absolutely ot subject to conditions, within specified focal iimits, the establish= © |-
ment or-sawpils, the converting, cutting, burning, concealing or inaking of timber the alteringor.  * - -
of any m?rks -on the same, or the possession or carryimg of marking hammers or other-

‘effacing

(D regulate'thc use o-f property marks for timber, and the registration of such marks; prest-
cribe the time for which-such registration shall hoid good; limit the number of snch marks that
may be registered by any one person, and provide for the levy of fees for such registration.

(3) The State Govsrament may direct that any rule made under this section shafl not apply to any
specified class of timber or other forest-produce or to any specified local area.

-

Y41 A, Powers of Central Goverament as fo_miovements of timber across customs froutiers—Not-
withstanding anything in section 41, the Central Government may make rules to preseribe the route
by which alone timber or other forest-prnduce may be imported, exported or moved into or from
the territories to which this Act extends} across any customs frontier as defined by the Central
Government, and any rules made under section 41 shalf have effect subject to the rules made under
this section]. T - : :

42. ‘Penalty for breach of rules made under section 41—(7) The State Government'may by such
- ruies prescribe as penalties  for the contravention thereol imprisunment fora term which may extend to

- six months, or fine which may extend 10 five hundrea rupees, or both. -

O S_ﬁb-h_fﬂles_'may prbvide"th_at penalties which are do;gbi@-bf.thoge ﬁlent-i.o_a'e;i ii_l sub-secti anf1)
* may bz inflicted in casés where the olfence 1scommitted after sunsetand before sunrise, arafter prepara-’
“tion for resistance to lawful authority, of where the offender has beén previously convicted of a like
- offence. B . R C T ¢

Y

ment shall not be responsible for any loss or aamage which may oceur in respect of any umber orother
- forest-produce while at a depot established nader-a rule mad: under séction 41, or while detained else- .
" where, tor the pucposes of this Act; and no  Foresi-officer=shall be responsible for any such loss or

damage, unless he causes such loss or damage negligently, aliciously or fraudulently.- -

, 44. All persons bound to aid in case of accidents at depot—In case-of any accident or emergency,

“involving danger to any property at any such depot, every person employed-at such dept,whether by the
Goverament or by any private person, shall render assistaace to any Forest-officer or Police-officer
" demandiog hi> aid in averting such danger or securing such praperty- from damage or ass.

1. Ins. by the A. O. 1937. - - S
2. Subs. by the Adaptalion of Laws (No. 3) Order, 1938, for *'Part A Stales and Part C Stales”,

-

4 Gﬁvérnmeﬁf éud Forest-officers not able for damage to _foreébprodixce at-depbt;'r.he ‘Govern-

2 I T
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‘ B L | CHAPTER VI - o
. GF THE COLLECTION OF DIRFT fANb-_S'ﬂiANDEb"TIMBER'— '

45. Certain kinds of fimber tobedéemed property of Government until titlé_th_'ercto p'roved; ‘anfl; may . .

o 'I_}é'c'dﬂécvted, _ixtcopf&(‘iingl;;_—r(!)r'Ali timber found -adrift, beached, stranded or smak— - -

o Al wood o1 timber bearing marks which have not been. réastered in accordance with the rule A
-made uader section 41,07 <n which the marks have been obliterated, altered or defaced by fire or other-

_wise; and

“in such areas as-the, Staté{}a?érmjw;it__dirécts,ija_ll unmarked wood fandr_ timbér;‘ .

' shall be deemed to. be-the propetty of Government, unless and. until ;dlﬂYI.Pé,FSC_?-n éétﬁﬁlishe-s. his rlght L

- and -title " thereto, - as provided- in ‘this Chapter. - - - . _ 7 R

=gy Such imBerivay b vollesied-by any-Hore SEri At PR R IS
by virtue of any rute made under section 51 and may be brought tc any depot which the Forest-officer
may notify as a depot for the reseption of drift timber. , T

(3) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, exempt any class of timber
from the provisions of this section. , , .

46. Notice to claimants of driff timber—Public notice shall from time to time be given by the Forest-
officer, of timber collected under section 45. Stich netice shall contain a description of the timber
and shall require any person claiming the same to present to such officer, whithin a perjod not [ess,
than two months from the date of such notice, a written statement of such claim. . )

47. Procedure on claim Aprei'erred to such timber—(I) When any such statement.ié presented as

aforesaid, the Forest-officer may, after making such inguiry as he thinks fit,éither reject the claim after

according his reasons fer so doing, or deliver the timber fo the claimant.

(2 If such timber s ciaim:d by more than.r.o.ue..person;.-'the.Fo.rést:_eﬂigér_may..eifher. deliver the.
same {o any of such parsong who he deems entitled thereto, or may refer the claimants to the Civil

Courts, ‘and retain the timber pending the receipt of ae ordel from any such Court for its disposal.

- C(3) 'An}.e'pe:sog.wposc_plégm hﬁs‘betj;n'rejt“:cted voder this section may, within three months from’
. the date- of such rejection, mshitufe a suit to recover possession of the timber claimed by him; but no ~ .
person shail recovér any compensation or costs Against the Government, or.agatnst any “Forest-officer - -

_on accouat of such rsjection, orthe deteition or removal of anytimber, or the délivery thereof to any

other person underthissection. .

NG No such tirﬁbezisbﬁ,il,bé_‘suﬁjectto 'pr(}ce'ss of -ai1y_CL§il,f Ctimgliéld'r Revenue Court iln-tl'l-i-t'-

hasbecn‘ delivered, or a suit has been brought, as provided in this section. = .

-
o

48. Disposal of unélaimed fimber—If no such statement is pfescnted .as_ra_fo'resé_id, or if thrérélé-i-':'

mant omits te prefer is ctaim m the manner and within the pericd fixéd by the notice * issued. under

section 46, or on suchclaim having been so prefeired by him atid-having been rejected, omits to nstitite
@ suit to recover posszIsian of such tintber within the fuither period fixed by section'47, the dwanership- -
of such timber shall vest.in the Government, gr; when siich trmiber has been-delivered to-another person

under section 47, in such other person free from all encumbrances not created bv him.

. 49, Government and its officers not lfable for danrage fo such timber—The. Government shall not
*be responsible for any loss or damage which may occur in respect ot any timber collected under scction -

45, and no Foreyt-officer shall be responsible for anv such loss or damage. unless hecauses such loss.or
damage negligently. maliciously ocr frandulently. R o o

i
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50 Pa'ymcnts. fo be_ﬁl:ide by claimiant before tiﬁlber isdeliversd t_ﬁ him—No persoh shall be eﬁtit]cd

R to recover pogsession of any umber éollected or delivered as aforesaid until he has paid to the Forest-

'

C va_cmmem under this Act shall bé [ai d, 4 soon, rs and Vo_tljer‘ins_trumcmfs to be ﬁsc.d"for_.n}a_rking_ -su_i;h .

- offcer or other persosn énfitled to receive jt. such sum on account thereof as may be due under any.

-ules™, the words-“may, by nofific
Official Gazette, make rules” shalbe substituted:

: .,(b)a.ﬁcrsub-s'ect'i' €13, the ollowing sub.sentin: - - = Co S
shall be ihsﬁﬁdﬁmltl(;?_;i o ggub .sc‘?t,mr,l ollecting, moving, s'tpririg_or disposing of such timber;. .

rule made under section 51 - -

- L - T

aaltiés—_-(l)'The S_f?,té. Governmen{ mal

’ _ y‘_lﬁak'e;, o . - ST
ation in the sal of all imber mentioned in seetion 45; .~ -

" used in éaivil_lg and 'col_iec;ting', fimbci:;,

f‘(IlA‘), Every rule ‘made by. fhe . Sfati:

it _;?my b_e after-it is’ made, 'bcfore-the- State —— -
Legislature”, - ST o .

which- may

FPRNRPYS P

- éé}'pénalfiéﬁor the contravention of any rules made: - -

ay. exterd to: six_months, or fi

CHAPTER IX

. PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE

52. Seizure of property liable to confiscation -—(I.), Wher there is reason to believe that a forest-
offence has been committed in respect of any forest-prodice, such produce, together with all tools,
boats; carts or cattle used in committing any such offence, may be seizec by any Forest-officer o1 Police-
officer. . _ , .

(2) Bvery officer seizing any property under this section shall place on such'property a mark indi-
cating thzt the same has been s0 “seized, and shall, as soon as may be, make a report of such seizure to
the Magistrate having jurisdiction to try the offence on-account of which theseizure has been made:

Provided that, when iﬁe féresf-producc with respect to which such offence is believédto have been’

committed is the property of Government, and the offender is unknown, it shall begufficient if the
officer makes, a8 soon as may be, a report of the‘circumstauces to his ofﬁlcml superior. .

83 Powct to release. p,fé;iert}" seized under section 52—Any Forest-officer of a_ralik_fuot- inferior.

{0 fRat of a Ranger who; or whose subordinate, has seized any fools, boats, carts or cattle inder section

572, may release the same on the egecution by the owner thereof a bond for the production of the pro-

perty so released, .af and when so required, . before the Magistrajte‘._havin'g jurisdiction” to try the - -

- offence on accound of which the seizure hias been made.- -

o .54'.7Pi‘accdure'theréﬁpt;t[__—fUpon: thé receipt of any such ?éﬁo;t,, the Magistrate shail, witly all |
-t chnvenent despatch, take such measures as may be necessary for the arrest and trial of the offender -

and the disposal of fhe property according to law. - -~
e . - ) i - K A b )

.
° -

- (2) Such cor.lﬁs_t':atio.n'fﬁay be in addition to E-\;Lyrother'punishme'ut prcScribchor such,o'_ﬂ_e_ﬁcc{

- 56. Dispiosal on conclusion of trial for forest offence, of produce in respeet -of .which
it veas committed—When the tzial of any forest-offence is concluded, any forest-produce in. respect
of which such offence has been committed shall; if it is the property of Government or. has been
“confiscated, be taken*charge®f by a Forest-officer, and, in any other case, may be disposed ot in such
jnanner as the Court may direct: o : ' : R

- R Féres{ -p'roducé todls; eté.; “Ej—e_n liable to confiscation—(7) All timber or -foresbp;‘odi.lde which.
" is not the property of Government aud ia respect of which a forest-offence has been committed, and -
all a tools, koats, carts and cattle uged in committing any forest-ofledcee, shall be liable to conﬁ_scatson. :
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- cannot be found, the Magistrate may, if he finds that an offerice has beey cemiuitted, order the pro-

perty in tespect of which the offence has been, committed to be cortfiscated and taken charge of by tiic

-Forest-officer, or to be made over to the person whom the Magistrate deems to be entitled to the same:

" Provided that 1o such order shall be friade until the cxpirétitm_bf onc month from the dafe cf

_ seizing such property, or without hearing the person, if any, claiming any right thereto, and the evi-
.. dence,- If any, which- he may produce in support of his elaim. - - T .

58. Procedure as to pecishable property scized under section "52—-The Magistrate may, notwith-
standing -anything hereinbefore contaiped, direct thesale of any property seized vwnder section 52 and

subject to speedy and. natural decay, and may deal with the proceeds as he would  have dealt with

such property it it had not been seld.

7 [Sections 57—63)
57. Procedure when offender not known or cannot be found—When- the .offender ic not known or

 secti ipn:56.0x seetion 53 The0ficersvho madeithe seizre:
“atnder section 32 orany of hissolicial supedors ora pérson clatmnp tobE mtctested 10 the property
50 seized, may, withio one mo

nth from the'd_late of any order passed under section 55, section 56 or sec-
tion 57, appeal therefrom to the Court to which orders made by such Magistrate are ordinarily appeal
able, and the order passed on such appeal shall be final. )

60. Property when to vest in Government—When an osder for the co/nﬁscation of any property
_ has been passed under section 55 or section 57, as the case may be, and the period liinited by sec-
tion 59 for an appeal from such order has elapsed, and no such appeal has been preferred, or when,
: on such an appeal being preferred, the Appeliate Court confirms such order in respect of the whole
or & portion of such property, such property of such portion thereof, as the case may be, shall vest

in the Government free flom all incumbrances.

61. Saving of power to'release property séized'—Nothiug herein before contained shall be decmed

to prevent any officer empowered in this behalf by the State Government from directing at any time

the immediate cease of any property seized,und\ir'secfion 52,

62. Punishment for wrongful Seizu{é;Auy Forest-officer or Police-officer who vexaiously and np-
necessarily seizes ahy property-on prétence af seizing property lable fo confiscation under this Act

- shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extene to six months; or with fine which -

may extend to five hundred rupees, or wiv both. -

63. Peliaity for coutiterfeiting or defacing inarks on trees and timber and for altering boundary-

marks—Whoever, with intent to: cause danage or injury. to ‘the public or to any person, or to cause
wraonghul gain as_deﬁn_cd in the Indian Pcuai Code— - e T

(a) knowiﬁgly co_im_teffcits' ﬁpop aiy timber or stauding “tree a mark used by Forest-officers -
to indicate that-such timber or tree 15 the property of the Governmet of or some person, or that

it may lawfully be cut or removed by Some pelson; gt

- (b) alters, defaces or obliterates any such maik placed on a free of on timber by or under the
autbority of a Forest-officer; or .~ - . O S

_ () -alters, moves, destroys or defaces any boundary-mark of any forest o wﬁétt_:-lancl to
which the provisions af this’ Act are Tapplied, ’ C .

shall be puriishabie with imprisonment folj.a term which may extend totwo years, or withfine, or with
bath. ' S . . ' '

pide Wit
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64. Pow;r to arrest mumut mrnut—(!) A ty l“opesr-ofﬁcer ar Pohce—

: From a Magistrate and without a warrant, arrest any pzzson against whom a

* - of his having been c\;.1cemed n any fcpre:,t of’fence D
" upwards.’ L .

(2) Everv ofﬁcer making ;m arrest uuder tlus cectlcm shall w:thout unnecessar
. to the prows:ons of this Aciasto re]ease on.bond, take or send the pey

hate havmc Jur:smcuon in. the case or to the oﬁlcer in charge of the nearest poltce statmn

(j‘) Nothmu7 in th|s ssction shall be deemed to authouse =uch a[rest for any act whlch is an oﬁence' o

under Chapter IV unlcss such act has been proh:blted under clause (c) of seefmn 30.

-65. Power to relezsc on a bend a person arrestcd—A ny Foresboﬁicer of a rauk not mfenor to that'

. -ofa Ranger, who, dr whiose subordinate; has- arr\,sted any person
" may reIease sueh- person on his exeeutmg a bond

oﬂ“ fcer may, \Vithuutmders ‘
reasonable suspicion exists .
unishable wnh im'}rlsomm.nt fer one month-or -

y delay and subject .
150n arrested before the Maou.--. .

under the ptovisions of section 64, o

S a-.rlnuhﬂ'w, '
TR A, el

",

1y
i

66. Power (o prevent commission of offence—Fvery Forest-officer and Police- officer Shall prevent
and may interfere for the purpose of preveatiag, the commission of any forest- oEence

/

/

67. Power to try offences surmarily—The District Maglstrate or any Maglstrate of the first class

specially empowered in this behalf by the State Government may try summarily, under the Code

- of Criminal Proceddre, 1898, any forest-offence punishable with 1mprzsomnent for a term not
exceeding six months, or fine nat excezding five hundred rupees, or bath, - L

-

© 68. Power to compound uﬂ'ences—(]) The State Government may,
Gazette, empower a Forest OfﬁCEl—-
A S ,
(a) to aeeept{om any pelson against whom -1 easonable susplelon exists that he has conpimit-
ted any forest-offence, other than ap offence specified in section 62 or section 63
oo by way of conﬁensatton for the oﬁ‘ence ' .fm i such per;.on is susp ut'“d toh

by notification in the Oﬁicia_l

» asum of money -
ava co*'n‘mtt\,d fnd

(b) when any property has been se;ze(‘ a5 Lable to conﬁscauon to. release
ment of the value thereof as estmlated by such. ofﬁcer :

e On the payment of suCh sum of mouey or suCh value, or both as. the ca;e na_v b 'to siich
- ofﬁcer the suspected peison, if i in cubtody, shall bz

discharged; the plopvrty lf‘ any s=tzed sha!{ b‘,
- re]eaged and no further ‘procee dmgs Sh't[l be tnken agamst such p"h(}‘l or p Dp3i'|.1’ i

(j’) A Forest ofﬁccr shall ot be empowered under th:s saction. unie:s he isa Forest- ofﬁuer ofa
ranL notinferiorte tha: ¢fa Ranger and is in feceipt of a mo

~ dred rupees, and the sum of money accepted as compensati
in no case exceed the sum of fifty fupees. -
N i

Y

on uuder clause (a} of sub-section (1) shail

09. Presumption that forest-produce beIongs to Governm

_this Act, orin consequence of anything done under this Act,

' produce is the property of the Government such produce s
Government until the contrary is proved.

en{—Whm m 'my PlOCEEdm“b hken undr"l
a question arises as to whether any forest-
hall be presumed to be the property of the

the ‘Sa_‘me on ‘p‘a)’; o

athlysatary amaunting to atleast onz hup-
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CATl LDTR ESPASS

70 Cattfe- trespass Act 1871 to apply-—C.lttle trespassmgm arcserved forcsl or in any pomon'_
of a protected forest whicl has been [awfully closed to grazing shall be deemed to be caitle doing’

- damages to.a public p[antanon within the meaning -of section [T of the Cattlc—trespass (Adt, 1871
. (l of 1871,) and may be sexzed and :mpnunded as such by any Forest ofﬁcer ot Pohc&-oﬂmer

i 1 Power to alter fines ﬁted under that Act——The State Govm ament may, by notxﬁcanon in the R
© -Official Gazette, direct that, in lieu of the fines fixed under section’'12 of the Cattle-trespass- Act, 1871 - .-
(1 of 1871} there shall be levied for each head of cattle unpounded under’ sccuon 10-of this Act such' '

: -ﬁnes as :t thinks fit, but not cxcecdmg lhe followmg, that isto say —

.For each clephant a ten ru‘pec’s

For each buffalo-or camel . L R . . two rUpees

I Fer each bors mare-geldmg, pony,. colt, lly,'; ulc _i;-__u_ﬂ bullock

For each calf, aés;, pig, ram, ewe, sheep, lamb, goat or kid efght aﬁﬁas.

CHAPTER X1

- | OF FOREST-OFFICERS

72. State Government may invest Forest-officers with certain powers—(/) The State Gn.vemment
may invest any Forest-officer withall or of the following powers, that is to say :—

() power to enter upon any land aud to survey, demarcate and mark 2 map of the sanie

(b) the poiers of z Civil Court to compel the attf:ndancs of witnesses aud the prodactinn of

documents a\a{matenal objects ;.

' 1898) -and

23

(d) pnwer to. hold in mquny Il‘lf.O forest oﬁ'euces aud mthe co urse ofsuch mqu[ry, to’ 1cce:ver =

h and rf:cord ewdf:nce

(2) Any evtdence rccordcd uader clause (d) nf sub sect:ou (1) shall be adm1551blc in any subse-

" queut tnal before a Mag:stratf: prov;df:d that 1t has bf:en taken in the prescnce of the accused parson

'H F@rest oﬂiccrs dcemed pubhc servantshAll Forcst—ofﬁcers shall be deemed 10.be pubhc scr~ .

E .vauts \vmn the meaumg of the Indlan Penal Code (45 of 1860)

74, Indemmtv for acts done in good falth——No suit shall he agamst any pubhc servant for anyth;ng

done by bim gond in faith vunder this f\ct
~ . .

-

75. Forest-ofticers not to frade—Except with the permission in writing. of the State Gavernment,

no Forest-nfficer shall, as principal or agent, tradein timber or other forest- -produce, or be or become B

jnterested in any lease of any forest orin any contract for wor}\ma -any forest, whether in or outslde
[the terr:ioraea te which this Act exiends}

1. Subs. by thc Adaptation Df Laws (No. 3) Ordes, 1956, for © [’art A States and Par C State;”,

{¢) power to 1ssuf:asearch-wauaut undcr the Code of Cummal Procsdure 1898 (s o_f '
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e .0 . SUBSIDIARY.RULES

16 Additidl}lalrpdﬁeré_ to ina_ke_fules~'lfhé State Go’vernims_;nt;méy"iﬁakef roles— - . )
(@) t-o‘ip;es‘riribc.aﬁd'limit the powers 'ghd dﬁtics'df.-aﬁy'l;‘o;'cét'-oﬂi:cer under this Act;

_ confiscation. under this Act;

. (B) 16 regulate the rewaids to be paid to officers and informers out of the pfOCégds of ﬁnés'éuﬁ_ :

; () for the preservation, reproduction and disposal of trees ‘and -iiﬁbﬁf’bé]oﬁgi'ng to G'(')x?c;u;,'
ment, but grown on lands belonging to or in the occupation of private persons; and ‘ :

. {d) _g;netéfly,‘ to carry D‘ut'th'é provisiq'ns_bf ihis Act, o '

travention of which no'speécial penalty is provided, shall bs punishable with - imarisonment for a term
which may extend to one month, or fine which may extend to five hundred mpees, or both. ;

- 78. Rules when to have force of law—All rules made by the State Government under this. Act

shall be published in the Official Gazette, and shall thereupon, so-far as they are consistent with this
Act, have effect as if enacted therein. .

CHAPTER X1

'MISCELLANEOUS

79. Persons hound to assist Forest-officers. and Police-officers—(1) Every person who exercises
any right in"a reserved or protected forest, oi who is permitted to take any forest-produce from, or -

- to cut and remove timber or to pasture cattle in, such forest, and cvery person who is gmployed . by
any such person in such forest,and .~ "¢ . o oo T e TR )

- Every person in any villagé contignous to such forest who is-employed by the. Government (r)rlwhc-r‘ p

receives emoluments from the Government for services to.be performed-to the-commuatity

- stfall be bound to furnish without uninecessary delay to the nearest Forest-officer ot Poljce-
. information be may possess respecting the commission of, or futention to commit, any for

; pectin 110 _ . ) est-offence,”
and shall forthwith take steps, whether so réquired by any Forest-officer or Police-officz R

rornof,—
(@) to extinguish any forest fire in such forest of which he has knowledge or information; -

(b) to prevent by any lawfal means in his power any fire in'the vicinity of sush for
\ he hasknowledge or infermation from spreading to such forest, ’ :

est of which
aad shall dssist any Forest-officer or Police-officer demanding his aid—and -

(¢) i preventing the commission in such forest of any forest-offence; and

' (d) when there is reason.to believe that any such offence has beeit conmittzd in such forest
iudiscovering and arresting the offeoder. T = .

officeiany - -

.
3
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' - (2) Any person who, being bound so to do,. without lawful excuse (the burden of proving which

. shalllie upon such person) fajls—- -

s

" . information required by sib-sectién (/); - .

: K _'.prq'tecfted forest; -

"(c'_) to prev'ehi, ‘as ':equifgd -by sﬁb-‘séqtion'.(]), -any _ﬁre.iﬁ the vicihity bf'sﬁcll'fdrgst.fpbm'

o ‘_is_pr_eading'to‘such forest;or .

IR (d) toassist any Forest-officer or Police-officer demanding his ﬁ_id'_ in preventing the. commis. * -

. .'sionin ‘such forest of anyforest-offence, ot, when ‘thereis reason to believe that any such offénce
hds been committed in such forest,.in discovering and arresting the offender; - - - R,

. shall te punishable with imprisonment for a term which extend to onie i;idn’t_il; or '@ﬁiﬁ ‘ﬁn,e'wh'iqh‘ may

- extend to two hundred rupees, or with both, -

Fopert ¢t

ter
ernment may either—

(a) wndertake the management of such forest, waste-land or Produce, accounting to such
person forhisinterestin thesame; or . :

/ (8) issue such regulations for the management of the forest, wasteland or produce hy.the

person so jointly interested as it deems necessary for the'management.thercof and the interests'of
allpartiestherein, . C

(2) When the State Government undertakes under clause (a) of sub-section (1) the managementof.

any forest, waste-land or produce, it may, by notification in the Official Gazette, declare that any ofthe
provisions contained ip Chapters IT and TV shall apply to such forest,waste-Jand or produce, and there-
upon such provisions shall apply accordingly. :

81. Failurcto p_erf@rm service for which a share in preduce of Government forest is eﬁlploycd—ﬁIf-
any persan be entitled to a share in the produce of any forest which is the property of Government

ar over which the Govemment has proprietary rights or to any part of the forest-produce of which -

the Government is entitled upon thecondition of duly performing any service connected with such forest,

such share shall be liable ta eonfiscation in the event of the factbeing established to the satisfaction of

* theState Government that such service is no longer so performed:
Prb_vid(ﬁ tha;— 1_1d such share be _cohﬁs,cétcc_l until the:pcrsdﬁ éut'_x;tllé'd _th'erre_to,' and the éiri(‘ien'ce";

‘il any, which he may produce in proof of the due performance of such service, have been heard by an

" officer duly appointed in that behalf by the State Government. " - N o -

. 82, Réclols'el'.yofmqney.dug-fo Cps'ekuméﬂt¥Ail hio'ney‘p_ayablre to the def:rnmét_ltﬁﬁde'r..th‘i._s Ac;[-, -
st-produce, or ofexpenses -

" prunder any rule made under this Act, or on account of the price of any fore

incuered inthe execution of this Att’in.requct.,of such pr-oduce, may, if not paid when due, ‘be recovered
uader the law for the time bein gimforce as if it were an arrear of land-reveane, = - . -

83. 'Lign_ on forest-produce for sﬁch moue}';(f). -Whéiljﬂnyl such rﬁoney is p'ayﬁb[el f01‘- otin réspect
of aoy forest-produce, the amount thereof shall deemed to be.a first charge on such produce, and such
produce may be taken posscssio_n of by a Forest-officer until such amount has heen paid. - g

@) I such amount is not paid when due, the Foresi-officer may sell such
auction, and the proceeds of the sale sha]_l‘be_ applied‘first in discha rging such amount,

(3} The surplus, if any, if not claimed within {wo months froim the date of the sa'l-e-by the person
entitled thereto, shall be forfeited to Government. ' ' : _ o

-

(a) 1o furnish wit'hout'uhnece'ssary delay to ~tI:1e_ nearest Forest-offjcer or Police-officer any .

: ‘.(b)' to ﬁrévent, as req_u‘ir'ed by sub-section (I), 0 ex'ti'n'gujsl1 .a'ny forest fire in afeserved of -

ested 1n any forést or wéstealand,'ot in the whol_'e'or any part

produce by pu.bfil:'. -

e e,

P—
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- L, - Indian Forest Act, 1921

[Sections §4—86—Schedule]
".* " 84, Land required itnder this A&t to be deémed to be needed for a

public purpose wnder the Lang -
- Acquisifion ‘Act, 1894—Whenever it appears to the State Government

that

\ te C any land is” required - for. .
any of the purposes of this Act, such land shall be deemed to be needed for a public purpose within .
. 'the meaning of section 4 of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (1 of 1894 . o TR

85, Recovery of penalties- due under. boad—When any per;sbli, in ac
" of this Act, or in compliance with any rule magde theréu‘;ldc‘r binds himself by

- ' 1[85A. Saving for rights of Central Government —Notk

" ment of;any State tomake aoy order or do anything in relation'to an
.. or otherwise pirejudice any rights of the Central Government or ¢
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