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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

      Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is one of the proven management tools for incorporating
environmental concerns in development process and also in improved decision making. The growing
awareness, over the years, on environmental protection and sustainable development has further given
emphasis on sound environmental management practices through preparation of Environmental Management
Plans (EMPs) for minimizing the impacts from developmental activities. The programme of EIA, in vogue
in the Ministry for the last two decades was initiated with the appraisal of River Valley Projects. The scope
of appraisal was subsequently enlarged to cover other sectors like industrial projects, thermal power plants,
mining schemes and infrastructure projects. To give legislative status to the procedure of impact assessment,
EIA was made mandatory since 27th January, 1994. As on date it has been made mandatory for thirty two
categories of development activities.

Taking into consideration the current developments in the field of the environmental impact assessment
for prediction and analysis, the Questionnaires for EIA has been prepared which is also useful to appraising
agencies and decision makers, both at Central and State levels. Ministry has taken a number of steps
including statutory amendments to streamline the appraisal process in terms of simplification of procedures,
involvement of stakeholders through public hearing, regular meetings of Expert Committees etc. This has
resulted in expeditious decision on project clearances.

Expert Committees and status of
appraisal of projects

Expert Committees under the
provisions of EIA Notification of
27th January, 1994 have been
constituted for different sectors for
appraisal of projects received for
environment clearance. Sector wise
details of appraisal of projects are
given in Table–5 and Table–6.

Studies and Research Projects

Studies have been undertaken
in specific areas to facilitate formulation of policies and evolve guidelines in various development sectors.
Progress on some of the studies is reported below:

Carrying Capacity Study of Teesta Basin in Sikkim

A study on Carrying Capacity of Teesta Basin in Sikkim initiated earlier in formulating guidelines for
overall development of Teesta Basin continued during 2004-05.

Streamlining of Environment Clearance Procedures

❑ The study taken up under the World Bank assisted EMCB project was completed. The draft report
submitted by the consultant on revised environmental clearance process was deliberated upon intensively
within the Ministry in series of inter-ministerial meetings. The Final report was submitted by the
consultant in July, 2004. The proposed revised environmental clearance process was discussed in the
State Environment Secretaries conference held on 8-9 September, 2004. The revised environmental
clearance process was discussed with the State/Union Territory environment departments, concerned

Table–5: No. of Projects considered in various Expert Committee meetings

Sl. No. Expert Committee Number of Total number of
Meetings projects considered

1. Industry 11 118

2. Thermal Power 06 25

3. River Valley & Hydroelectric 07 24

4. Mining 08 137

5. Infrastructure and Miscellaneous 10 51

6. Nuclear 00 00

7. New Construction Projects &
Industrial Estates 01 01
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Ministries/Departments of GOI, Industry Associations and NGOs. The suggestions/observations made
by different stakeholders are being examined for incorporating them suitably in the proposed re-
engineering of environment clearance process.

EIA Notifications

❑ A Gazette Notification vide S.O. 801(E) dated 7
th
 July, 2004 was issued to finalise draft Notification

S.O.No.1236(E) dated 27
th
 October, 2003 to amendment the EIA Notification S.O. 60(E) dated 27

th

January, 1994. The Notification has brought new projects relating to construction of townships,
industrial townships, settlement colonies, commercial complexes, hotel complexes, hospitals, office
complexes for 1,000 persons and above or discharging sewage of 50,000 liters/day and above or with
an investment of Rs.50 crores and above and new industrial estates having an area of 50 hectares and
above and the industrial estates irrespective of area if their pollution potential is high, under the
purview of Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 1994.

Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, 1991
The Ministry had earlier issued this notification under the Environment Protection Act, 1986 for

protecting and conservating the coastal environment. The Coastal Regulation Zone includes coastal stretches
of  seas, bays, estuaries, creeks, rivers and backwaters which are influenced by tidal action (on the land
ward side), up to 500metres from the, high tide line including the inter-tidal zone. The Notification also
imposes restrictions on the setting up and expansion of industries and operations or process etc., in the
Coastal Regulation Zone.

The 4th meeting of the Expert Committee on CRZ Notification, 1991 was held on 24th November,
2004. The draft report of the Expert Committee on review of CRZ has been prepared and was discussed
by the Committee in its meeting on 8th January, 2005 and actions as discussed are being initiated.

Coastal Zone Management Authorities

As per Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, 1991, which regulates developmental activities within
500 mts from the high tide line and the inter tidal region of the country, all 13 Coastal States/Union
Territory Governments have prepared Coastal Zone Management Plans demarcating ecologically sensitive
areas, built up areas and rural regions. For the purpose of enforcing the provision of the notification, the
Ministry has constituted National and 13 state level Coastal Zone Management Authorities.

Preparation of Integrated Coastal Zone Management plan

The Ministry taking note of the experiences of other developed countries and lessons learnt from
implementing the Coastal Regulation Zone notification 1991 for a decade and, further, keeping in view

Table–6: Status of project appraisal from January-December, 2004

Sl. Nature of the Projects Projects Projects cleared Projects closed/ Projects pending
No. project pending  at received during the rejected/exempted/ at the end of

the beginning during year returned during the year
of the year the year the year

1. Industry 105 198 165 15 123

2. Thermal Power 18 19 27 07 03

3. River Valley and
Hydroelectric 12 10 8 07 07

4. Mining 69 140 62 28 119

5. Infrastructure &
Miscellaneous 42 65 23 07 77

6. Nuclear Power 00 00 00 00 00

7. New Construction 00 02 01 00 01
Projects & Industrial
Estates

Total 246 434 286 64 330
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the socio-economic issues and developmental
needs, has embarked upon preparation of
an Integrated Coastal Zone Management
(ICZM) Plans. Integrated Coastal Zone
Management Plan is being prepared for
Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep
islands through scientific institutions viz.,
Institute of Ocean Management, Anna
University, Chennai and Centre for Earth
Science Studies, Thiruvananthapuram
respectively.

Under this project, 20 inhabited islands
of Andaman group of Islands have been
selected for developing ICZM Plans based
on the status of environment, socio-economic
conditions and development potentials. The
ICZM report on 13 islands have been submitted. This study considered the constraints to the development
in coastal area of the inhabited islands and recommends relaxing the No Development Zones of the islands.
To prioritise the developmental activities the following Islands have been recommended for tourism sector:
(1) Cinique (2) Havelock (3) Neil (4) Rutland (5) North Passage (6) Long Island and (7) Ross and Smith
Islands.

In case of Lakshadweep 10 uninhabited islands have been studied by Centre for Earth Science Studies.
The islands are Agatti, Amini, Androth, Bangaram, Bitra, Chetlat, Kadamat, Kalpeni, Kiltan and Minicoy.

Similar Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan studies have been taken up for selected stretches
of Karnataka and West Bengal.

Mapping of critical coastal ecosystems

Work relating to identification, mapping and digitization of the coastal ecosystems for the purpose of
sustainable management of these ecosystems has been taken up, keeping in view the degradation of coastal
ecosystems of the country.

Digitization of the Coastal Zone Management Plans

Digitization of the Coastal Zone Management Plans prepared by the Coastal States and Union Territories
has been undertaken to facilitate the decision makers in the proper siting of the developmental activities.

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Committee

An Expert Committee under Dr. M.S. Swaminathan was constituted by the Ministry on 19th July, 2004,
for comprehensively reviewing the Coastal
Regulation Zone Notification, 1991, in the
light of findings and recommendations of
previous committees, future pronouncements,
representations of various stakeholders and
suggest suitable amendments, if necessary, to
make the coastal regulatory framework
consistent with well established scientific
principles of coastal zone management. The
committee has submitted its report to the
Ministry on 14th February, 2005. The report
has been displayed on Ministry’s website for
public access. The government is yet to take
a decision on the recommendations of the
Committee.

Fig 43. Tsunami affected mangrove

Fig 44. Vegetation showing the mangrove element bordering the inland forests
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Monitoring of Environmental Clearances

The Ministry continued to monitor the implementation of environmental safeguard measures stipulated
while according environmental clearance to various developmental projects. During the year under report,
577 projects were monitored till December, 2004 through the existing network of 6 Regional Offices of
the Ministry. The issue on which the compliance was found to be inadequate or unsatisfactory include
online monitoring of stake emissions, monitoring of fugitive dust, reclamation and rehabilitation of mined
out areas, management of overburden, catchment area treatment, green belt development, fly-ash utilization,
rehabilitation and resettlement of project oustees etc. These issues were taken up with the project authorities
for ensuring an effective compliance of the stipulated conditions.

Ecologically Sensitive Areas/Zones

Ecologically Sensitive areas are notified under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. The main
objective of these notifications is to impose restriction on the industries, operations, process and other
developmental activities in the region that have detrimental effect on the environment, to provide for
restoration of denuded areas, management of catchment areas, watershed management etc., for a
planned development. It is also intended to ensure sustainable livelihood for the local community and
stakeholders. A High Level Monitoring Committee is constituted to ensure compliance with the
notification and take action against any violations.

During the year, a High Level Monitoring
Committee for Matheran has been constituted under
the Chairmanship of Shri U.K.Mukhopadhyay and
several meetings were held by the committee. The
High Level Monitoring Committee for Mahabaleshwar
and Panchgani have held meetings regularly and sorted
out the local issues from time to time.

The members of the Expert Committee visited
Araku Valley during November, 2004 in connection
with proposed developmental activities in the region
and to assess the area for notifying the same as
Ecologically Sensitive Zone. The Government of Rajasthan is yet to submit a final proposal for notifying
Mount Abu as ecologically sensitive area. The Expert Committee also visited the Dahanu Taluka area in
view of the representations made to permit developmental activities in the region and revise the Dahanu
notification. The report on the assessment of the flora fauna of Dahanu was also finalized.

Fig 45. Hansling Peak at Kumaon

UPDATES 2004-05

● 350 projects were appraised during the year, out of which 286 have been accorded environmental
clearance in various sectors.

● New projects relating to construction of townships, industrial townships, settlement colonies, commercial
complexes, hotel-complexes, hospitals, office complexes for 1,000 persons and above, or
discharging sewage of 50,000 Litres per day and above, or with an investment of Rs. 50.0
crores and above and new industrial estates having an area of 50 hectares and above and
the industrial estates irrespective of area if their pollution potential is high, are brought under
the purview of EIA notification published on 7th July, 2004.

● An Expert Committee under Dr. M.S. Swaminathan was constituted to review the earlier
CRZ notifications, consider several suggestions/representation of various standards and to provide suitable
recommendations for making coastal regulatory framework consistent with well established scientific principles of coastal
zone management

● A revised proposal for apprasing projects for grant of environmental clearances has been formulated and discussed
with various stakeholders. Based on these consultations necessary changes in the EIA, Notification, 1994 are
contemplated.


