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FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskar

The Ministry instituted the National Award on Environment called, “Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskar”
(IGPP) to give recognition to those having made or have the potential to make measurable and major
impact in the protection of Environment. In the beginning the cash prize of Rupees one lakh was awarded
to deserving citizen/organisation of India. Since the year 1991 the prize of Rupees one lakh each were
awarded to individual and organisation categories separately. From the year 2002, the prize money has
been raised to Rupees five lakhs in each category. Along with the cash prize each awardee is given a silver
lotus trophy, a scroll and a citation. Any citizen of India or organisation working in India for the cause
of Environment is eligible for the award. The Environmental Prize Committee constituted under the
Chairmanship of the Hon’ble Vice President of India select the awardees. While selecting the awardee the
term “Environment” is interpreted in the broadest sense possible and comprises the following areas of
work:

❑ Prevention of Pollution

❑ Conservation of Natural Resources

❑ Rational use of depleatable resources

❑ Environmental Planning and Management

❑ Environmental Impact Assessment

❑ Outstanding field work (innovative research work) for enrichment of environment e.g. afforestation,
land  reclamation, water treatment, air purification etc.

❑ Environment education

❑ Creating awareness of environmental issues

Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskar has been awarded for the years 2000, 2001 and 2002 for organisation
and individual categories. The nominations received for the year 2003 and 2004 are being processed for
scrutiny and verification.

B.P. Pal National Environment Fellowship Award for Biodiversity

B.P. Pal National Environment Fellowship Award for Biodiversity is awarded annually in recognition
to significantly important research and development contributions. It is intended to encourage talented
individuals to devote themselves to R&D pursuits in the field of Biodiversity. The duration of the
fellowship is for two years. So far nine fellowships awards have been given to various scientists throughout
the country. The fellowship for the year 2003 has been awarded to Dr. C. Sateesh Kumar, Tropical
Botanical Garden Research Institute (TBGRI) Thiruvananthapuram. The fellowship award for the year
2004 is under process.

Pitamber Pant National Environment Fellowship Award

The Pitamber Pant National Environment Fellowship Award is awarded annually in recognition of
significantly important research and development contributions. It is intended to encourage talented
individuals to devote themselves to R&D pursuits in the field of environmental sciences. The duration of
the fellowship is for two years. So far, 26 fellowships awards have been given to various scientists throughout
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the country. The fellowship for the year 2003 has been awarded to Dr. Asha Juwarkar, NEERI, Nagpur.
The fellowship for the year 2004 is being processed.

National Awards for Prevention of Pollution and Rajiv Gandhi Environment Award for Clean
Technology

The National Awards for Clean Technology are given each year, one in each of the following identified
18 categories of highly polluting industries which make a significant and measurable contribution towards
development or use of clean technologies, products or practices that prevent pollution and find innovative
solutions to environmental problems:

Large Scale Industries:

1. Sugar, 2. Fertilizers, 3. Cement, 4. Fermentation and Distillery, 5. Aluminium, 6. Petro-chemicals, 7.
Thermal Power, 8. Caustic Soda, 9. Oil Refinery, 10. Sulphuric Acid, 11. Tanneries, 12. Copper Smelting, 13.
Zinc Smelting, 14. Iron and Steel, 15. Pulp and Paper, 16. Dye and Dye Intermediaries, 17. Pesticides, 18.
Pharmaceuticals.

Small Scale Industries:

1. Tanneries, 2. Pulp and Paper, 3. Dye and Dye Intermediate, 4. Pesticides, 5. Pharmaceuticals.

The National Awards for Prevention of Pollution are bestowed to 23 industries (18 large scale and 5 small
scale industries) one each for the above mentioned categories of industries.

The Rajiv Gandhi Environment Award for Clean Technology is given to one of the best among these
industries particularly from the angle of adoption of clean technology, identified by the selection Committee
while reviewing the nominations for the National Awards for Prevention of Pollution. Nominations for these
awards for the year 2004-2005 have been invited by the Ministry.

Indira Priyadarshini Vrikshmitra Award

Indira Priyadarshini Vrikshmitra (IPVM) awards are presented annually to the following categories:

❑ Individual; Panchayats; Educational Institutions; Voluntary Agencies; Government Agencies; Corporate
Sector; Government Servants (Individuals); and Municipalities/Municipal Corporations/Cantonment Boards.

The awards are given on the basis of innovative efforts and outstanding work in Afforestation, with special
reference to wastelands development and involvement of the people. The following activities are kept in view
while deciding the awards:

● Establishing decentralized nurseries;

● Tree planting on wastelands/farm lands;

● Awareness-raising, motivation and extension work;

● Involving the rural poor/tribals/cooperatives in Afforestation and tree planting;

● Setting up grass-roots level institutions like the Tree Growers’ Cooperatives; and

● Social fencing of community woodlots and pasture lands.

The Awards up to 2001 have been announced. The amount of award money has been raised to Rs.
one lakh and two new categories of Awards viz. Women category and State Government category have been
included. Awards for best Forest Development Agency (FDA) & Joint Forest Management Committee (JFMC)
have also been proposed.

Dr. Salim Ali National Wildlife Fellowship Award 2005 & Shri Kailash Sankhla National
Wildlife Fellowship Award 2006

In order to commemorate the memory of the two wildlife conservationists of the country, Dr. Salim Ali
and Shri Kailash Sankhla, the Ministry has instituted fellowships to inspire and promote, particularly the
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younger generation of wildlife managers and scientists, for taking up research/experimental projects aimed
at conservation. Dr. Salim Ali National Wildlife Fellowship Award 2005 and Shri Kailash Sankhla National
Wildlife Fellowship Award 2006 will be awarded for Research/experimental projects on avian wildlife and on
mammalian wildlife respectively. Nominations for these awards have been invited.

Amrita Devi Bishnoi Wildlife Protection Award 2005

The “Amrita Devi Bishnoi Wildlife Protection Award” is a national award instituted by the Ministry for
protecting wildlife, which carries a cash award of Rs.one lakh, apart from citation and medallion.

This annual award is given to an individual/institution pertaining to rural communities for significant
contribution in the field of wildlife protection, which is recognized as having shown exemplary courage and
valor or having done some exemplary work for the protection of wildlife in the country. There is no age limit
for individuals.

The Ministry has invited the nomination for the said award from all State Governments/UTs. Any citizen
of India can recommend a name for the award.

UPDATES 2004-05

● Amount of cash prize has been enhanced from Rs. 1.0 lakh to Rs. 5.0 lakhs in both organizational and
individual category for Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskar.  Awards for the years 2003 and 2004 in both
the categories were being processed.

● Nominations for B.P. Pal National Environment Fellowship Award for Biodiversity, Pitambar Pant Na-
tional Environment Fellowship Award, National Awards for Prevention of Pollution and Rajiv Gandhi
Environment Award for Clean Technology, Indira Priyadarshini Vriksha Mitra Award, for the year 2004
have been invited.

● Nominations for Dr. Salim Ali National Wildlife Fellowship Award, 2005, Amrita Devi Bishnoi Wildlife
Protection Award, 2005 and Shri Kailash Sankhla National Wildlife Fellowship Award 2006 have also been invited.

● Procedures for nominations, selection, incorporation of new fields etc., have been streamlined to award various fellow-
ships and puraskars instituted by the Ministry.


