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1. BACKGROUND

1.1 Since 1995, June 17th has been observed as the ‘World Day to Combat Desertification
(WDCD)'. The main objective of commemorating WDCD has been to promote public
awareness about international efforts to combat desertification and the effects of drought
collectively. This year’'s celebrations mark the power the land holds in giving people an
opportunity and a future to stay resilient on their home ground. The slogan, “Our land.
Our home. Our Future”, underlines the central role productive land can play in turning
the growing tide of migrants abandoning their unproductive land into communities and
nations that are stable, secure and sustainable, into the future. This slogan also emphasizes
on the importance of comprehensive participation and cooperation of the people in
working towards achieving Land Degradation Neutrality.

1.2 India in its endeavor to combat this global issue of concern is focusing on sustainable
land and resource management for livelihood generation at community level for making
the local lands healthier and productive for providing a better home-land and better future
to its inhabitant. Initiatives like the Soil Health Card Scheme, launched by the government
to help farmers improve productivity through judicious use of inputs, was allotted % 840.52
Crore over the last three years, which is 30 times more than the funds devoted to soil
research and analysis in the preceding years by Government of India {Gol).

Numerous Gol Schemes and programmes executed through partner Ministries of
MoEF&CC like the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Water Resources, Ministry of Rural
development, Ministry of Tribal Welfare, have been at the forefront of India’s effort to
mitigate concerns over desertification, land degradation and drought problems. India is

also taking a holistic approach towards improving the living standard of its citizens with
Swachh Bharat Mission {Clean India Mission) with a dedicated corpus of funds addressing
concerns over waste disposal, sewage treatment, sanitation - factors which adversely affect
the quality of land. Over the years apart from implementing many such programmes,
numerous outreach and awareness activities have also been conducted in various parts of
the country.
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2. COMMEMORATION OF WDCD 2017 ACROSS INDIA

2.1 As a part of nation-wide observance on the theme of WDCD 2016, programmes were
organized at many places by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MOEFCC), Government of India which is the Nodal Agency for reporting to UNCCD. The
programmes involved State Governments, school children, members of village forest
protection and management committees, practitioners, various research organizations,
political leaders and private sector. Government Departments, Institutions, other states
also celebrated the Day in their own jurisdiction.

2.2 Main Celebration at Swaran Jayanti Nature Camp, Bhondsi Village,
Gurugram, Haryana

2.2.1 This year a small yet significant rural set up in Swarn Jayanti (Golden Jubilee) Nature
Camp, Bhondsi village of Gurugram, in the Northern State of Haryana, nestled in the
Aravallis was chosen for the landmark celebration of WDCD with the participation of
Government of Haryana. The Nature Camp was jointly inaugurated by Hon’ble Minister EF
& CC Dr Harsh Vardhan and Hon’ble Chief Minister, Haryana Mr. Manohar Lal.

In Pic: Dr Harsh Vardhan and Mr. Manohar Lal flagging off E-Rickshaw (battery operated)
services at the Swaran Jayanti Nature Camp in Bhondsi
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A large variety of youth-centric outreach and awareness raising activities emphasize on
countering the challenges posed by desertification, land degradation and drought will be
showcased at this event. Involvement of youth, children and Civil Society organizations is
also being attempted in these efforts.

In pic: Student Volunteers taking out a rally to spread awareness about issues related to
desertification and climate Change.

2.2.2 The Government of Haryana has been developing the Golden Jubilee Nature Camp to
Create awreness among people especially school children in actions related to nature
education and awareness creation. Activities that were carried out as part of the
Commemoration of the Day at the Nature Camp are as follows:

A. Organisation of Nature Camp for 60 students of Govt. Secondary School, Bhondsi.

A residential Nature Camp for 60 students of Govt. Secondary School, Bhondsi was
organised on June 16-17, 2017 in collaboration with Centre for Environment Education.
The students were educated on various issues related to natural resource conservation,
climate change, medicinal plants etc. They were provided with resource material for
reference.
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In Pic: Dr Harsh Vardhan and Mr. Manohar Lal with students from Government Secondary
School at the Swaran Jayanti Nature Camp in Bhondsi.

B. Organization of “Save Aravali Chetna Yatra” (Awareness Drive to Save Aravalis):
Save Aravali and Check Desertification was the theme of Chetna Yatra. Chetna Yatra was
organised from three villages viz. Bhondsi, Aklimpur and Tikli. About 300 people (100 from
each village), students and women participated in the Chetna Yatra organised for creating
awareness among general public. The Yatris were provided with banners with slogans,
speacail T-shirt and cap on the occasion of WDCD 2017.

The Aravalli range is the oldest range of Fold Mountains in India and is rich in wildlife
along with being the source for many important rivers of Northern India. The natural
history of the Range dates back to a pre-Indian sub continental collision with the
mainland Eurasian Plate.

W
Desertification Cell Page 4




WDCD 2017

In Pic: Save Aravalli Chetna Yatra (Awareness Drive) Volunteers - Young and old alike
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In Pic: The event
Bhondsi village, School Children, NGUs, Village Committee members an government officials.
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In Pic: Women volunteers were present in large numbers and actively committed themselves
to the cause.

C. Schemes /Events launched /inaugurated on the occasion:

i Flagging off of e-rickshaws for public, for pollution free drive in the Park - 02 E-
rickshaws have also been provided by 0il and Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) under
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).

il Flagging off cycle rally for school children/nature lovers - 50 cycles for pollution
free movement have been provided by DLF under CSR.

ii. Inauguration of Nature Education camp site - 11 residential tents were pitched with
support of ONGC provided under CSR.

iv. Launching of Nature Education Campaign for school children
V. Inauguration of Food Court of Women Self Help Group
Vi. Inauguration of Nature Interpretation Centre.

vii, I[nauguration on exhibition of Aravalli photography- exhibiting the beautiful
landscape, rich heritage, moods and shades of Aravalli Hills in different seasons.

M
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In Pic: Union Minister for Environment Dr Harsh Vardhan inspecting the exhibits at the venue
along with Chief Minister of Haryana, Mr. Manohar Lal.

Inauguration of Herbal Garden & Gyan Kendra

X. Launching of Medicinal Plant Project for in-situ Conservation of medicinal plants of
Aravalli region - supported by Department of Ayush, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India.

Xi. Inauguration of Adventure Activities Area

xii.  Launching of Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhayay Samriti van Scheme : The initiative has
been taken to celebrate the 100th birth centenary year of Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhayay to
encourage community participation in environment conservation by planting saplings.
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In Pic: The launch of Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhayay Samriti van Scheme

xiii. Launching of Conservation Breeding of House Sparrow at the Camp, Bhondsi

xiv. Release of Reports:

1. Mapping Land Use/Land Cover Patterns in Aravalis Haryana with reference to
Status of Key Wildlife Species (prepared by Wildlife Institute of India)

2. Assessment of Biodiversity in Biodiversity Park, Gurugram (conducted by
International Union for Conservation of Nature-India)

The reports form a crucial database that provide us with valuable information that will be
used to address DLDD issues in the Aravali precinct and also encourage public to be active
participants in the conservation and rehabilitation efforts.

w
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In Pic: Dr Harsh Vardhan, Mr. Manohar Lal and other distinguished guests releasing Wildlife

Institute of India’s report on Aravali Hills at the Swaran Jayanti Nature Camp in Bhondsi.

Activities for school children in Nature Camp:

a. Lecture by resource persons on various issues related to natural resource
management, climate change etc.

Nature/Forest Trail

Nature Education through display material in Nature Interpretation Centre

Nature Education through Group Discussions

Nature Education through film shows

Planting

Learning by doing on issues related to composting, waste segregation and
management etc.
h. Learning from demonstrations on rain water harvesting, use of waste water,
solar pump and solar power, water saving irrigation techniques like sprinkler, drip
etc.
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D. Highlight of Events

Activities pertaining to issues related to desertification, land degradation and
drought:

The southern part of the State touches Rajasthan and was affected with desertification, land
degradation and drought in the past. Various conservation programmes were launched in
the past under various schemes like Desert Development Programme, Integrated
Watershed Development Programme, afforestation on sand dunes etc. Use of sprinkler
system of irrigation has helped farmers to utilise their barren and waste lands to put under
production for various crops.

i An exhibition on theme “Aravalis and Desertification” was installed by
Haryana Forest Department on the occasion for public awareness.

ii. Department of Agriculture and Horticulture also instailed exhibition to aware
people about various schemes of their department which help in more production
e.g. Pradhan Matri Krishi Sinchai Yojana - Per Drop More Crop, Soil Health cards, E-
NAM National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture, National Mission on Horticulture

etc.

2.3 Important Announcements by Centre/ State of Haryana on occasion
of WDCD 2017.

1. Hon’ble Minister EF & CC announced that Ministry will formulate a plan to develop a
network of “Parayavaran Rakshaks (Environment Protectors)” consisting of students
from Schools/Colleges/NGOs/ Government Departments/ Autonomous bodies and other
research institutions working in the area of environmental conservation and protection.

2. A project of rejuvenation of Bhondsi Lake worth X 30.00 Lakh was announced under
Pradhan Matri Krishi Sinchai Yojana to rejuvenate the existing lake at Nature Camp by
utilising waste water of village Akilmpur.

3. Chief Minister, Haryana announced that the State will plant 2 Crore saplings this
year and the maintenance of plantations in the panchayat areas will be handed over to Zila
Parishad.

4. The Golden Jubilee Nature Camp to be renamed as Chandershekhar Samriti Van in
the memory of Late Mr. Chandra Shekhar - former Prime Minister of India.

M
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3. OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE OF MINISTRY - WDCD 2017

“Desertification can be tackled effectively with people’s participation
at all levels:” Dr Harsh Vardhan
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17" June: Environment Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan addressing the gathering at
Bhondsi, Haryana

Asserting that desertification can be tackled effectively and solutions are possible,
Union Environment Minister, Dr Harsh Vardhan, on the occasion of World Day to Combat
Desertification (WDCD), said that active participation of people and cooperation at all
levels are the tools to achieve this aim. The Minister urged the people of Haryana and the
nation to become a large force of ‘Paryavaran Rakshaks’ (environment protectors) to fight
the challenges posed by desertification, global warming and climate change. Addressing
the gathering at a function to inaugurate Swarna Jayanti Nature Camp and launching of
nature awareness and Aravalli conservation campaign in Bhondsi, near Gurugram in
Haryana today, to celebrate the WDCD 2017, the Minister highlighted that such days are in
reality a reminder of the spirit symbolized by that Day.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan pointed out that modern science & technology and environment
can come together to protect the nature. He referred to the devising of a solar tree by the
scientists on an area of 4 sq. metre, which generates 5 KW of electricity. In the context, the
Minister also highlighted the leading role played by the Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi,
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to form the International Solar Alliance at the Conference of Parties at Paris in 2015 and
added that the Government was firmly committed to implement policies on solar energy.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan urged the peaple to go back to their homes with the spirit imbibed
at the celebrations and work with renewed vigour for afforestation as a means to combat
desertification. He also said that the picturesque Aravalli range is venerable, not just for
the people of Haryana, but the entire nation, and that the people should work with resolve
and dedication to make Aravallis more beautiful. The Minister added that the Central
government will extend all possible support to any scheme formulated to realize the vision
of enhancing the beauty of the Aravalli range. He reiterated that the people should
concentrate on taking small steps to protect the environment. He reminded the gathering
not to forget the lessons of environment protection imparted to us by our ancestors and in
fact, to use the lessons to protect the nature.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister of Haryana, Mr. Manohar Lal, said that
climate change is having an adverse impact on our lives and is also adding to the
desertification of land. He stressed that afforestation can act as a bulwark to stop the
process of desertification of land. The Chief Minister announced that the forest around
Bhondsi area has been renamed as “Chandra Shekhar Smriti Van” in the memory of former
Prime Minister Chandrashekhar.

Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Mr. Ajay Narayan Jha,
Director General, Forests and Special Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Mr. Sidhanta Das and other senior officers and officials of Ministry of
MoEFCC attended the celebration. Minister for Public Works, Forests, Agriculture & Civil
Aviation, Haryana, Rao Narbir Singh, Minister for Industries & Commerce, Environment &
Industrial Training, Haryana, Mr. Vipul Goel, Minister of Stare (independent Charge), Food
& Supplies and Forests, Haryana, Mr. Karan Dev Kamboj, MLA, Sohna, Mr. Tejpal Tanwar,
MLA, Gurugram, Mr. Umesh Aggarwal, MLA, Pataudi, Mrs. Bimla Chaudhary and Sarpanch,
Bhondsi, Mrs. Durga Devi and people from Bhondsi and nearby areas were among the
distinguished ones in the gathering.

A report prepared by Wildlife Institute of Dehradun titled "Mapping Aravallis” on the
state of Aravallis was released to mark the occasion. A short film on the conservation of
‘Goraiya' (house sparrow) was also screened. Dr. Harsh Vardhan and Mr. Manohar Lal also
rode a part of the distance at the venue, on bicycles to spread the message of environment
protection and good health.

Earlier, the Environment Minister, Dr Harsh Vardhan and Chief Minister of Haryana,
Mr. Manohar Lal, witnessed an exhibition on United Nations World Day to Combat
Desertification, put up by Haryana government.

EEEd
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4. OFFICIAL ADVERTISEMENT OF MINISTRY COMMEMORATING
WDCD 2017

WORLD DAY
TO COMBAT

DESERTIFICATION

DATE 17 JUNE, 2017 TIME: %:00 AM ONWARDS

"Qur Home. Our Land. Our Future”
Commemoration of the Day at Nature Camp for Scheol Children
at Bhonds, Gurugram

Chief Guest
pr. Harsh Vardhan
Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change
In the august presence of VENUE -
Manohar Lal S
Chief Mimister, Haryana

Swaran Jayanii
Nature Camp,

All are cordially invited Ehondsi, Gurugram,

Event Highlights:
* fnsugeration of Swaran Jayanti Nature & Combating Desertifivation Awarenesy Camp Ministry of Environment,
* inauguration of Aravalll Pholography and Combating Degetification Camp Forest and Climate Change

* Tree Plantslion by distinguished guests
« Flagging off Bicycle Rally for School Children

Government of ndia
{www enviornicin, www pmindia govan,
WY IOYGOV.IUC 3T}

ey
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4.1 Advertisement of Ministry commemorating WDCD 2017 in Times of
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India (New Delhi Edition)
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4.2 Advertisement of Ministry commemorating WDCD 2017 in Times of
India (New Delhi Edition)
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5. NEWSPAPER COVERAGE

WEB LINKS TO ONLINE NTRY WIDE COVERAGE OF WORLD DAY T MBA
DESERTIFICATION

The Times of India - http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/centre-to-help-
for-scheme-for-beautification-of-aravalis/articleshow/59197249.cms

Hindustan Times - http://www.hindustantimes.com/gurgaon/gurgaon-environment-minister-cm-ask-
people-to-plant-two-crore-saplings-within-a-year/story-gawCw08D13sq3zmB190]XK.html

Eenadu - http://m.eenaduindia.com/news/national-news/2017/06/17215207/Harsh-Vardhan-urges-

people-to-become-paryavaran-rakshaks.vpf

Yahoo News - https://in.news.yahoo.com/harsh-vardhan-launches-eco-tourism-124100803.html

Woeb India - http://news.webindial23.com/news/Articles/India/20170617/3127463.htmi

Mangal Times - http://manglatimes.com/bhondsi-forests-turns-as-chandra-shekhar-smriti-van/

News Bharati - http://www.newsbharati.com/Encyc/2017/6/17/Desertification-Harvana

India Samvaad - http://www.indiasamvad.co.infenvironment/aravalli-range-is-venerable-for-entire-
nation-let%E2%80%99s-protect-22571

Business Standard - http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/people-s-active-
participation-can-combat-dessertification-min-117061700695 1.html

Business Standard - http://www.business-standard.com/articIe/pti«stories/fighting-desertification-a—
focus-area-vardhan-117061601040 1.html

ﬁ
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Gurgaon: Environment minister, CM
ask people to plant two crore
saplings within a year

The state has less than 4% forest cover and the government aims to increase this to 10% over the
next three years.

r 3Upcazed Jun 17 2017 25 28 18T

O

Ipsita Pati
Hindustan Times

Union minister for Environment Dr Harsh Vardhan (in jacket) plants a sapling in Bhondsi village on
Saturday.(Parveen Kumar/HT Photo)



Union minister of environment, forest and climate change Dr Harsh Vardhan
and Haryana chief minister Manchar Lal Khattar urged people to plant two

crore saplings within a year to protect the Aravallis.

They were speaking at an event to mark the World Day to Combat
Desertification, at Bhondsi on Saturday.

The appeal by the two leaders follows a survey by the Wildlife Institute of
India (W1I) which showed that 12 vegetation gaps have appeared in the

Aravallis and pointed to its desertification.

“Everyone should contribute to the environment and reduce carbon footprint.
This will reduce global warming, which is a big concern globally,” Dr

Vardhan said.

“Planting a sapling and taking care of it is not a huge responsibility at all,” he

added.

Chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar emphasised on the need to create
awareness about the Aravallis. He said that the Aravalli hills are under threat
due to illegal mining, felling of trees and pressure from urbanisation. About
329% of the total land area in the country is affected by land degradation,

which is a major concern, he said.
Read more: Mavallic could lose vegetation, become barren. sayvs survey

The Aravalli range has a significant role in combating desertification as it is

the oldest mountain fold in India and runs from Delhi to Rajasthan, Khattar




said, adding that the plan is to revive the existing programmes and protect the

forest area.

“As many as 7,797 wardens and 7,800 volunteers will be deployed in forest
areas to protect the Aravallis and spread awareness,” Khattar said. Asked
about the Mangarbani grove, he said that the area comes under ‘protected

zone’ and soon steps will be taken to protect it.

The state has less than 4% of forest cover and the government aims to

increase this to 10% over the next three years.

However, environmental activists claim that 1solated events, such as World
Day to Combat Desertification, fail to address environmental issues. “The
government should keep all premission related to felling of trees,
construction, real estate and change of land use, on hold till an order from
Supreme Court clarifies the definition of forest areas in the state,” said

Chetan Agarwal, environmentalist.
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Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDLA

Centre to help for scheme for beautification of Aravalis

Jun 17 207 11 23PMIST

GURGAOQN: Union minister Harsh Vardhan on Saturday assured that the
central government will extend alt possible support to any scheme for
enhancing the beauty and ecology of the Aravali range.

He also urged the people to work with resolve and dedication to make the

Aravalis more beautiful.

Union environment, forests and ciimate change minister Vardhan was
addressing the gathering at a function to inaugurate the Swarna Jayanti
Nature Camp and launch of nature awareness and Aravall conservation
campaign on the occasion of the United Nations World Day to Combat
Desertification 2017, 1n Bhondsi, in Gurgaon distnct.

Vardhan said desertification could he tackled effectively with the active participation of local people and cooperation at all

levels.

He urged the people of Haryana and the nation to become a large force of 'Paryavaran Rakshaks’ (envtronment protectors) to
fight the challenges posed by desertification, global warming and climate change.

He said photos of persons doing commendable work in the area of environment will be circulated in the entire country, if they
upload their phatos along with their work on the website of the environment ministry.

Such persons will also he rewarded on the occasion of World Environment Day next year, he said.

hitp #imesofindia indiatmes com/homefenvironmentfiorafaunaicentre-to-help-fo r-scheme-for-beautification-of -aravahis/articleshowpnnt/58197248 cms
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in such a way, a big force of environment protectors would be raised, he added.

Pointing out that modern science and technology and environment could come together to protect nature, he referred to the
devising of a solar tree by scientists over an area of four square metres, which generates 5 KW of electricity.

He also highlighted the leading role played by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in forming the international Solar Alliance at the
Conference of Parties on Climate Change in Pans in 2015, and added that the government was firmly committed towards
implementing policies on solar energy.

Speaking on the occasion, Haryana Chuef Minister Manohar Lal Khattar said climate change was having an adverse mpact on
thelives of the people, and was also adding to the desertification of land.

He stressed that afforestation could act as a bulwark to stop the process of desertification of land.

He also announced that the forest around Bhondsi area had been renamed as 'Chandra Shekhar Smnitj Van' 1n the memory of

former prime minister Chandra Shekhar,

Khattar exhorted the people to plant trees equal to the population of the village and to plant 2 crore trees in the next one year
for protection of the environment.

http /fimesofindia indratimes com/homefenvironment/flora-fauna/centre-to-h elp-for-scheme-for-beautfication -of-aravalis/articleshowpnnti59197248 cms 22
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Over 200 sq km In

Aravalis is leopard

country: Survey

Shilpy.Arora@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: In the first survey of its kind
on population density of wild animals in
five districts of Haryana, the Wildlife In-
stitute of India (WII) has found leopards
occupy a 200 square km area in these
parts of the Aravalis. And the terrain in
Gurgaon and Faridabad districts hap-
pens to be their core area.

“Total arca under leopard occupancy
wasestimated to be 200.9 square kilometres.
Sites namely Gamroj (Bhondsi), Raipur
(Raisina), Mangar, Gothda, Badhkal, Kotla
Kansali, Nimatpur (Nayaan), Khol and Pan-
chota have higher psi (population stability
index) estimates,” states the survey report.
which was released by chief minister Ma-
nohar Lal Khattar and Union environment
minister Harsh Vardhan on Saturday.

“Out of five districts — Gurgaon, Fari-
dabad, Mewat, Rewari and Mahendergarh
— the occupancy of leopards is the highest
in Gurgaon and Faridabad. Moreover, the
core zone (highest used region by the leo-
pard) is also in these two districts,” said an
official of WII who did not wish tobe named.

Besides field sampling and analysis,
WII used 12 camera traps to track the sigh-
tings of wild animals in the Aravalis. As
many as seven sightings of leopards were
reported in the camera traps within30 days
in October 2016. Moreover, sightings of 13
other species were recorded in the camera
traps— sevenof striped hyena, nine of gol-
denjackal, 55 of nilgai, seven of palm civet,

14 of wild pig, 55 of rhesus macaque, 57 of
peafowl and 12 of the Indian crested porcu-
pine. The camera traps were put up in
Bhondsi, Gamroj, Mangar, Bandhwari,
Wazirabad, Gothda and Anangpur.

The survey found the jackal to be the
highest-occurring carnivore species, fol-
lowed by the hyena, and nilgai was found
to be the highest occurring ungulate in
the area. “Jackals are present in almost
every grid with 92% occupancy,” the re-
portstates.

MD Sinha, conservator of forests (Gur-
gaon circle), said there has definitely been
an increase in wildlife population, particu-
larly that of leopards in the area. “There is
an area of over 35,000 hectaresaround Gur-
gaon, which is very sensitive for wildlife.
Seven sightings of big cats in 12 camera
traps is a very good number,” he told TOL
“Also, four successful leopardrescues have
been conducted in the last six months by
the forest department. There is an immedi-
ate need to protect the green cover and lay
out a long-term wildlife management plan
as wildlife is continuously increasing in
the Aravalis,” headded.

Asked if a wildlife census will be con-
ducted in the Aravalis, Sinha said, “The
department has already submitted a plan
to conduct a comprehensive study and
census of wildlife. We have already sub-
mitted a proposal to put radio collars on
wild animals.” The WII report also re-
commended an immediate end to mining
activities in Haryana.
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Union minister of environment, forest and climate change Harsh Vardhan and Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal
Khattar cycle at the inauguration of the Gofden Jublee Nature Camp in Gurgaon on Saturday. - PTI
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