
HAIIDING OVER OF MAB,UNESCO CERTIFICATf, OF

WORLD NETWORK OF BIOSPHI,RE RESERVT'(WNBR)
TO

AGASTHYAMALA BIOSPHERE RESERVE AT
CHENNAI.TAMIL NADU

A rorma- handing o./er cerarnony oI YAB, UNESCO certificaLe to Agasrhyamala
Ri.sohere Rrerr\re for its inclusion in the World Network of Biosphere
Reserve (f,iNBR) was held at Chennai on 5'h.July,201? in the Secretariat. Government
of Tanj.l Nadu. Honb'1e Minister of Forest, Governrnent of Tami.L Nadu Thiru
Dindigul c.sr.eenivasan chai-red the celemony' Dr' (smt)Ami-ta Prasad, Additional
S e c r e L a r y , IV i n i s r - y of Envrronrer !, rorosL & Clim-re Chdnge, Gover'lment of Indi a, Nelt

Delhi handed over the certificate to the Thiru Md.Nasimuddln, Principal
Secretarv(foresLs),Government oL TamiI Nadu and to che represenLatives ot Lhe

Government of Kera-La.
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The Aqasthyamafa Biosphere Reserve (ABR) was designated for incfusion in the
World Network of Biosphere Reserves (i'iNBR) by the International Coordinating
Council (ICC) of the Man and the Blosphere programJne of UNESCO during i'ts 28'h

session in Lima, Peru on March 19, 2016.

There are 669 biosphere reserves in as many as 120 countries' With the inclusion
of the ABR, India has now 10 of the 18 biosphere reserves in the country in the
trior.Ld Network of UNESCO. The others afready in the list are NiLgiri, GuLf of
Mannar, Nanda Devl, Nokrek, Pachmarhi, Sinlipal, Achanakrnar-Anar kanta k' sundarban

and Great Nicobar.

With the inclusion, the wor.Ld' s rnaj or ecosyslem types and Iandscapes are
rcnrFctrnrF.] i n fhi s Network, which is devoted to conserving biological
divers ity, promot ing research and nonitoring, as wefL as seeking to provide models

of sustainabfe development in the service of hurnankind'
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